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Seen Online… 

Kyle Cassidy’s photography project Where I Write shows the 
working spaces of SF authors 
(http://www.whereiwrite.org/index.php). 

Howard Waldrop & Lawrence Person review District 9 
(http://www.locusmag.com/Reviews/2009/08/howard-
waldrop-lawrence-person-review.html) and 9 
(http://www.locusmag.com/Reviews/2009/09/howard-
waldrop-lawrence-person-review-9.html) at Locus Online. 

Interview of comics and pulp litterateur Jess Nevins at War 
Rocket Ajax 
(http://warrocketajax.com/2009/08/31/episode-3-the-
details-w-jess-nevins/) 

StarShipSofa offers free download of an anthology that 
includes “London Bone,” by Michael Moorcock, 
“Godzilla’s 12-Step Program,” by Joe Lansdale, and 13 
more fab stories (http://www.starshipsofa.com/anthology/) 

Chris Roberson reviews Kage Baker’s Not Less Than Gods and 
The Women of Nell Gwynne’s in SF Signal 
(http://www.sfsignal.com/archives/2009/09/review-not-
less-than-gods-and-the-women-of-nell-gwynnes-by-kage-
baker/) 

Newsy Bits 

Take this month’s survey at 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=UUWXDrChSE
vFil0Fbhs3Yw_3d_3d. 

Send material for the November issue of The FACT Sheet to 
factsheetgirl@yahoo.com. Really. Not to That Other Email 
Address. 
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Pictures from Matthew Duarte’s Eagle Scout project 
(Photo credits: Karen Meschke) 
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Anime Review 

TRINITY BLOOD by Katharine Eliska Kimbriel 
How do I talk about TRINITY BLOOD (TB)? I can say that the 

credits are gorgeous, the credit music (especially the 
ending) worth hearing, and the artwork elegant. This is one 
of those “end of the world” “And then came...” tales, at 
least at the beginning. Three forms of humans have 
survived. We have those who think of themselves as 
humans, called Terrans; we have the long-lived 
Methuselahs, “evolved humans”, who are vampires that do 
not need to feed on humans, but the amoral ones still 
enjoy the slaughterand we have still a third form of 
humans, the Crusniks – people who prey on vampires. 
They all look like the same species until they get 
madthen, you end up knowing what you’re facing. 

(Minor spoiler alertsomething in the first episode that won’t 
spoil the story, if you watch the opening credits. If you 
want to be really surprised, stop reading and jump to the 
episode itself.) 

The Terrans mostly hate and fear Methuselahs, who view 
Terrans with contempt. Most “people” do not know about 
the third small group, the Crusniks, which is convenient 
since a Crusnik is trying to help out the Terrans. Add a 
“Vatican” as a major player in the undeclared war, 
currently using both intelligence-gathering and inquisition 
to control Terrans and Methuselahs, and you’ve got a lot 
starting up here. We also see an intriguing group of fighters 
for the Vatican (AX) nominally priests and nuns but not 
like any you’ve metand they seem to have limited, if 
extremely powerful and useful genetic modifications. 
Whether these changes were intentional or nature-derived, 
and whether these priests are all Terrans or come from the 
Mars Force attempting (sub rosa) to keep the peace on 
Earth, we are not told. 
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The Vatican is not the only major player. The tripod of power 
includes the eastern Empire, where Methuselahs live and 
reign, and Albion, the island kingdom that so fears 
Methuselahs the queen of Albion must hide the vampire 
families from most citizens. Albion is acknowledged as a 
leader in using “lost technology” IE pre-Armageddon/Mars 
Colony knowledge, and is important to the balance of the 
current world order. 

Two important things to know about this series: The first is that 
the anime, the manga, and the actual Japanese novels have 
parallels and overlaps, but they are at some points 
radically different in how they tell and arrange the stories. 
Important minor characters in one mode may not even 
appear in other modes, and major characters may show up 
early just to try and explain why they’re so important later. 
The drawing was done by a different artist in each 
medium, although I believe the anime artists went for the 
style of the original creator. The second thing is that the 
creator died in 2004, his complete, planned series cut 
short. A friend of the author continued some plot elements, 
and then there are all the story variants. 

The story line attempts to blend fantastical action (and the 
artwork is phenomenal) with political intrigue and a “fall 
and redemption of mankind” thread that weaves slowly 
but steadily through the full package of TB. Major 
reoccurring characters include Father Abel Nightroad (who 
is a Crusnik, but you find it out in the first episode, so 
we’re mentioning it); Sister Esther Blanchett, the “Star of 
Hope”; the cardinal and duchess Caterina Sforza, head of 
AX; the treacherous Dietrich, who plays all sides against 
each other, and many other characters, including 
Nightroad’s siblings, several Terrans and Methuselahs who 
desire peace between Terrans and Methuselahs, and a 
human-looking mechanical priest named Father Tres who 
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at times shows the ability to make decisions and judgments 
based on his own initiative. We also see members of AX, 
the Vatican’s secret spies and troubleshooters. They are in 
an undeclared war with Rosenkruz, a terrorist group 
advancing a “new order” by attempting to destroy the 
current nodes of civilization. This is a plot by the Contra 
Mundi, the Enemy of the World, and foiling its many 
attempts is what our small band of heroes sets out to 
achieve. 

There are several good synopses of the TRINITY BLOOD 
series posted on the Internet, so we’ll leave the rambling 
plot here. But several things about the anime are 
interesting to me not only as a new anime fan, but as a 
writer who might one day see my works converted into 
another form. Fans constantly comment on the seeming 
schizophrenia of Father Abel, because he takes on the 
Crusnik form and kills vampires whenever things get black, 
and then agonizes over it and says he won’t kill again. This 
decision thrills Rosenkreuz, since without the vampire 
blood as fuel, the nanotechnology that allows the crusniks 
to exist will respond feebly at best. Also, Sister Esther 
seems to flip from assassin to pacifist and back to AX spy 
and enforcer, but in several episodes she does a lot of 
screaming and little else. 

I wish to suggest that these fans are not thinking through what 
transition from one medium to another can mean. TRINITY 
BLOOD suffers from massive compression and 
compartmentalization. The anime designers first created a 
smorgasbord of story offerings in the first few episodes, 
which in some ways can stand alone, and then other 
episodes that need to stand on certain continuing plot 
elements to make sense. They also tried to have a 
character other than Father Abel that traveled through the 
rise of Rosenkreuz. (Cardinal Caterina is there from Abel 
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Nightroad’s decision to aid the Terrans, but she seems 
passive compared to most anime heroes and heroines. She 
is a strategist, neither assassin nor spybut she has many 
trained in those skills who work for her.) 

Sister Esther is all over the map mainly because she doesn’t 
belong in many of these chapters/episodes. In the Japanese 
light novels where the story originated, Esther is in the 
second six-book series, and has nothing to do with many 
chapters/episodes where the anime designers inserted her 
just to make sure she didn’t appear to pop in out of 
nowhere. Of course, squashing two six-book series into 
one season of anime was bound to make the characters a 
bit stiff and cartoonish (as opposed to individuals who 
grow throughout the series). Without reading the novels, or 
even the manga from the novels, we see her competence 
and then bipolar behavior as ridiculous instead of seeing 
the hidden heir the world awaits that was her initial place 
in the story. 

The same cut and paste techniques are used with Father 
Nightroad. Abel is not being schizophrenic about killing. 
In his dark past centuries before AX existed, he killed more 
humans than can easily be imagined. He often travels 
alone, with nothing more than his wits, a service pistol and 
of course the Crusnik nanotechnology in his DNA. The 
Methuselahs are also a part of his heritage, and he has no 
desire to injure any more of them than necessary. He’s 
reached the point where he abhors killing, and is 
constantly agonizing over decisions he might once have 
made swiftly and flawlessly. He’s learned to think of those 
who kill randomly as sinners, and he is perfectly willing to 
kill them and then pray for their souls. His other form now 
seems to him to be a curse. But through all this flip-
flopping, there is a note of consistency. Father Abel learns 
at a crucial point that he must have access to the Crusnik 
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powers, no matter what the morality of using them may be, 
and once again is willing to absorb the blood of killer 
vampires to fuel the technology that makes him a super-
vampire. His enemies make this easier for him by killing 
their own people, turning them into a mindless yet 
powerful army. Father Abel does not hesitate to kill these 
puppetsin reality, they died long ago. He is merely 
taking what remains of the husks of Methuselahs. 

And one important, unstated part of the animeTerrans are 
outnumbered by humans 2.0 and have less technology 
than the vampires from Mars. We don't see all the 
engagements being fought across the world. We're 
following a single near immortal who believes he must 
redeem himself in the eyes of the Universe and his god. 
Father Abel often uses the Crusnik technology to mop up 
enemies flushed out during the stories. Very few know of 
his Crusnik side, even among the Terrans, and the 
vampires seem to have no memory of such a thing. His 
destruction of select Methuselahs must remain secret. One 
way the leaders of Rosenkruz reveal their contempt for the 
vampires who choose to help them is that they do not 
warn the Methuselahs that Crusniks exist. 

So, the bottom line is, TRINITY BLOOD is flawed, and doesn’t 
quite reach the storytelling strengths it might have 
originally hoped for, but even with the plot compression, 
it’s interesting and I wanted to know how it turned out. I 
have watched TB more than once, attesting to its beauty 
and interesting weave of thematic elements. I’d call this 
PG-13, because there is a lot of blood, and the Crusniks 
are even more frightening than the vampires. Children who 
have trouble seeing that something that looks completely 
human can abruptly become alien and dangerous will 
probably have nightmares from this anime. So make them 
wait! 
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Reading Group Report 
by A.T. Campbell, III 

June 1: Soon I Will be Invincible by Austin Grossman 
Thirteen people gathered at A. T.’s house for this meeting. Our 

topic was Soon I Will Be Invincible, a first novel about 
superheroes and supervillains. Eight of us started the book, 
and five finished it. 

One reader, a big comics fan, loved this book. She felt that 
Watchmen brought reality into comics, but this book 
brought comics into reality. She thought the characters felt 
real, and found that although some are physically 
invincible, none are invincible in their feelings.  

Several people commented that the author was having great 
fun with superhero motifs. We liked how this book tries to 
reconstruct superheroes differently from Watchmen. The 
narrative alternating viewpoints between a hero and a 
villain was effective. And many of us found the book to be 
quite funny, particularly the opening sequence. 

One person felt sympathy for both viewpoint characters. She 
felt that the author was working through his own middle 
school experiences in the sections dealing with the 
villain’s childhood. She liked the book’s appendix. 

We noticed problems with the writing. One person got lost 
between narrative voices. Another thought the ending did 
not deliver sufficient payoff. Several of us had pacing 
issues with the story. 

One reader was greatly disappointed, and he struggled to find 
something good to say. He found it hard to empathize with 
any of the characters. He felt that the book was clearly 
supposed to be funny, but it did not make him laugh. He 
did like how the villain was already planning his next esc 
ape at the end. 
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Another generally enjoyed the book, but felt that the story was 
not that novel. He thought that many comic books of the 
80s and 90s had already told stories of this type better. 

Near the end, we talked about other prose fiction about 
superheroes. There were strong recommendations for the 
Wild Card books edited by George R. R. Martin and the 
Weird Heroes series edited by Bryon Preiss. 

After the meeting, several of us had a nice dinner at Culver’s. 
June 16: Territory by Emma Bull 
We had thirteen readers at this meeting held at the Milwood 

Library, including one first-time attendee. Our topic was 
Territory by Emma Bull, a fantasy Western set in 
Tombstone, Arizona that features Doc Holliday and Wyatt 
Earp. Five of us had read Emma Bull’s work before. All of 
us started Territory, ten finished it, and the rest planned to 
finish. 

One reader thoroughly enjoyed the book. She said that she 
doesn’t normally read Westerns, but she read this book 
because she likes Emma Bull. She thought the concept of 
magic in the Old West had not been overdone. She liked 
the horse content, and felt the scene of breaking a horse 
was important in character development. She liked 
Mildred the reporter and the interplay with her coworkers. 

Another felt this was the best book we’d read in a long time. 
He liked reading about printing and typesetting. The curse 
in this book was the best example he could remember ever 
reading. His only disappointment was that the book ended 
abruptly, clearly calling for a sequel. 

This led to another member speculating that the abrupt ending 
meant that this starting off as one book. He felt that there 
was not nearly enough payoff at the end. He noted that a 
major trope of the book is a character finding his or her 
talent.  
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One reader consulted Wikipedia while reading the book and 
was surprised how much of the story tracked with history. 
She enjoyed the scenes of Tombstone’s Chinatown. Some 
called this book a “secret history” for how it plays with our 
expectations of the historical characters.  

Other elements that people liked were the Earth magic and the 
quilting scenes.  

Several people complained about this book’s lack of action, 
particularly for a Western. So much of the interesting stuff 
happens offstage that one reader compared it to a Greek 
play. Another reader called it a “cozy Western”. 

We liked the author’s writing. Her prose style was clear and 
effective, and the storytelling did a good job planting bits 
and pieces to set up the story.  

Overall we liked this book a great deal. After the meeting, 
many of us had a nice dinner at Fuddrucker’s. 

July 6: Lest Darkness Fall by L. Sprague de Camp 
Fifteen people attended this meeting, the first held in the new 

building for the North Village Library. Our topic was L. 
Sprague de Camp’s Lest Darkness Fall, a time 
travel/alternate history story set in historical Rome. 
Thirteen of us had read de Camp before. Twelve of us 
started this book, and eight finished. 

One person liked it a lot. He felt it convenient that Padway, 
the time traveler, was a historian who fell into a period he 
knew well. He thought that the order in which Padway 
introduced new inventions was logical, particularly starting 
with brandy. He liked that some experiments failed, 
notably gunpowder. While the book was written in 1939, 
he felt the only aspect that dated the book was some 
politically incorrect language.  

Another enjoyed the conceit of a historian going back in time. 
She didn’t feel there was much characterization, but it 
moved quickly. She appreciated the difficulties the time 
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traveler faced with language. She felt the book ended at 
just the right time.  

We liked the book’s fast-paced beginning and the author’s 
confident storytelling that kept the story flowing.  

One reader appreciated the book’s humor, and felt that its 
approach anticipated Terry Pratchett. He loved the 
religious humor, and would like to see a revival of interest 
in de Camp’s work. The scenes of Padway haggling were a 
highlight. 

We liked how the author made ancient Rome come to life. 
One person said this book got her to read history books 
about Justinian. 

One reader felt this book was not to his taste. He felt the story 
was implausible, and the time traveler should have paid 
more attention to medicine. He thought Padway would 
have been executed immediately once he was dropped 
back in time. He didn’t think the book was funny, but felt 
the author was funnier writing with Fletcher Pratt.  

Another person was glad we read classics like this book. He 
found the book easy to get into and in general was 
enjoyable, but he had less fun after the main character lost 
interest in inventing and got into politics. 

We had trouble classifying this book. One person strongly felt 
it was fantasy, while most of the rest felt it was science 
fiction.  

We had a brief discussion of other books of this type: A 
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court , Lord Kalvan of 
Otherwhen, Bring the Jubilee, The Cross-Time Engineer, 
and 1632. 

Afterward, many of us had a nice dinner at Waterloo Ice 
House. 
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Board Meeting Minutes 

MINUTES OF THE JULY 2009 MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 
THE FANDOM ASSOCIATION OF CENTRAL TEXAS  

The monthly meeting of the board of directors for the Fandom 
Association of Central Texas was called to order on 
Saturday, July 11, 2009, by Board Chair Jonathan Miles at 
the Carver Branch of the Austin Public Library, 1161 
Angelina St., Austin, Texas, at 1 p.m. Present in addition to 
the chair were Directors Elizabeth Burton, Marianne Moul, 
Brian Price, and C. Dan Tolliver, FACT President Karen 
Meschke, and FACT Officers Eric Hollas, Wendy Snyder 
and Jennifer Juday. 

The secretary presented the minutes of the June meeting, for 
which several corrections were requested. There being 
other no additions or corrections, it was moved by Ms. 
Moul, seconded by Mr. Price they be accepted as 
presented. In the absence of objection, Mr. Miles declared 
the motion passed by acclamation. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Ms. Moul noted receipt of a letter from 
the State Comptroller’s office regarding potential loss of 
our sales tax designation. 

OFFICER REPORTS 

CHAIR 

★ Mr. Miles noted he has been active 
preparing for ArmadilloCon. He attended 
ApolloCon, where he promoted the convention, 
and the holiday picnic at the Siros residence. He 
also participated in the North Reading Group. 
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PRESIDENT 

★ Ms. Meschke also attended 
ApolloCon and the reading group. She has also 
continued to collect the mail, scan it to PDF and 
distribute to the appropriate parties. 

VICE-PRESIDENT 

★ Mr. Price advised he had been to see 
the new Pixar movie Up and pronounced it a 
good movie. He also continues to listen to 
various SF-related podcasts, and has considered 
contacting one or more to promote FACT 
events. 

TREASURER 

★ Ms. Moul reported that as of 
6/30/2009 the FACT account balance was: 
$14,306.05, with no pending deposits and one 
outstanding debit of $159.86. 

★ Ms. Babcock did not submit a report. 

SECRETARY 

★ Ms. Burton advised she had assisted 
Ms. Snyder with developing promotional 
materials for the Allston fundraiser. 

REGISTRAR 

★ Mr. Hollas reported that as of 
6/30/2009 active members numbered 59, 
expired members numbered 22 and inactive 77. 

SOCIAL EVENTS MANAGER 

★ Ms. Snyder noted she attended 
ApolloCon but didn’t have flyers for the 
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fundraiser to take along. She has collected 
information on local Star Wars fan groups and 
will be contacting them. She also attended the 
Siros picnic on July 4 and continues to work on 
the fundraiser. She noted we will likely need a 
sound system. Having researched both rental 
and purchase, she has determined it is actually 
less expensive to purchase one, which can be 
had for about $125. Board members researched 
systems and narrowed the field to a DAK unit. 
Mr. Price moved that FACT purchase the unit, a 
hand microphone and a carry case, seconded by 
Mr. Tolliver. Ayes: 4; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0. 

★ Ms. Snyder advised that she has been 
unable to find a business to donate food for the 
fundraiser, so we will have to do it ourselves. 
She reported that an investigation has 
determined that the brevity of the event means 
there is no need for a license but we do need to 
follow proper procedures. It was moved by Ms. 
Burton, seconded by Mr. Price, that $200 be 
designated for the purchase of food for the 
fundraiser, with additional monies to be 
appropriated if needed; any leftovers will be 
used for the convention hospitality suite. 

HISTORIAN 

★ Mr. Tolliver attended ApolloCon 
with Ms. Snyder and accompanied her to try to 
solicit items for the Aaron Allston auction. He 
went to the Siros's 4th of July indoor picnic, 
where William Siros provided a copy of the 
Austin Chronicle in which ArmadilloCon 4 was 
the cover story for FACT's archival collection. 
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MIS 

★ Mr. Campbell reported he has added 
information about South Austin Reading Group's 
MeetUP group, added information/photos 
regarding the Aaron Allston Fundraiser and 
Auction, and added an archive of several recent 
FACT Sheets. 

PUBLICATIONS 

★ Ms. Juday advised she has been 
working on flyers for the fundraiser and believes 
they are done. She noted there had been 
considerable disagreement regarding the layout 
but that has been resolved. 

QUARTERMASTER 

★ No report 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

ArmadilloCon 31 

★ Ms. Antell advised convention 
memberships have reached 124, including 37 
for the writer’s workshop, and that 95 room 
nights were reserved as of June 23. She noted 
the mentors for the workshop are outstanding. A 
successful party was held at ApolloCon, and a 
few memberships were sold during the 
festivities. The next committee meeting is set for 
July 12, and minutes will be provided to the 
board for the August meeting. 

Hotel Committee 

★ On hiatus 

 



Sept/Oct 2009 

  18 

Bylaws Committee 

★ On hiatus 

Membership Committee 

★ Ms. Burton advised her efforts to 
schedule a virtual meeting were unsuccessful, 
but advised she will continue to try and arrange 
to get all the committee members together 
somehow. 

Reading Groups 

★ Mr. Campbell advised the last two 
meetings had attendance of 13 and 15 
respectively. The group has resumed meetings at 
the North Village Branch Library and plans to 
alternate meetings between this site and the 
Milwood Library. 

★ Attendance is still nil, Ms. Burton is 
still optimistic. Had one person respond to the 
MeetUp posting, but she didn’t make it to the 
group meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. PARTY MATERIEL CHECKLIST: No 
report 

2. ARMADILLOCON 32: Ms. Burton 
advised that if no other bids are received she 
will submit on. Mr. Miles suggested a special 
meeting be held if any bids are received by the 
current August 1 submission deadline. 

3. DRAGON’S LAIR: As neither Mr. 
Hollas nor Mr. Price was able to contact the 
manager prior to the meeting, Mr. Miles 
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requested Mr. Hollas do so and provide a report 
by August 1. 

4. MEET-UP SUBSCRIPTION: The 
subscription is completed, and Ms. Burton 
advised she will use it to promote the Allston 
event. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. TRUCK RENTAL: Scott Zrubek 
contacted Ms. Burton regarding a means to 
verify a truck will be available for art show set-
up, as he has been unable to reach Charles 
Siros. While empathizing, the board referred the 
matter to the convention committee. 

2. COAST-TO-COAST RADIO: Ms. 
Burton also reported receiving an email on 
behalf of George Noory regarding a DVD 
collection of old SF films now being compiled, 
requesting assistance in promoting same to the 
membership. The board decided advising the 
membership of the availability was permissible. 

3. SALES TAX: Ms. Moul noted that 
despite her having several times notified the 
State Comptroller’s office of our address change, 
they are still sending our official mail to the old 
one. As a result, we missed a filing deadline and 
have been threatened with loss of our tax status. 
After discussion, it was determined Mr. Miles 
will personally go to the office and ensure the 
address change is implemented. 

There being no other business before the board, the meeting 
was adjourned at 2:21 p.m. 


