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Author Appearances in Austin
BookPeople has several author events of note 

coming up:
R.A. Salvatore, Oct. 11, 7 PM. Signing Gauntlgrym: 

Neverwinter, Book I.
Rick Riordan, Oct. 12, 4 PM. Word Release 

Celebration for The Lost Hero. Tickets available for 
purchase starting at 9 AM.

Also of interest is w00tstock 2.9, coming up at the 
Paramount Theater in Austin on Tuesday, November 
2. This is to be “A Night of Geeks and Music,” 
featuring Adam Savage, Paul & Storm, Wil Wheaton, 
and Neil Gaiman.”

FACT to Turn 30 in 2011
Our website says that FACT has been “celebrating 

the reading (book club), writing (writers’ workshop) 
and enjoying (convention) of science-fiction, fantasy, 
mystery and horror in Austin and surrounding 
Central Texas communities since 1981.” How will we 
want to celebrate? Food for thought...

Reading Group Invitation
The Reading Group will select books at the Oct. 19 

meeting. We do already have an interesting line-up 
for the next couple of months. Please join us, and 
remember that you need not finish the book (or even 
start) to enjoy these lively discussions. 

The Long Run by Daniel Keys Moran (Oct. 19)
Implied Spaces by Walter Jon Williams (Nov. 1)
The Shadow Year by Jeffrey Ford (Nov. 16)
The Humanoids by Jack Williamson (Dec. 6)

Notes from ArmadilloCon 32
The Toastmaster speech at this year’s ArmadilloCon 

was something not to be missed. Toastmistress 
Nancy Kress revealed that Google was trying to strike 
a hush-hush deal to publish SFWA members. Not 
their books, but the members themselves. Google 
would use a replicator invented by Bruce Sterling 
that prints three-dimensional shapes.

The first person Google wanted to “publish” was 
Ray Bradbury, if only he could be torn away from 
watching a certain video (she may have been talking 
about the recent, viral “[Expletive] me, Ray Bradbury” 
video). But then Google decided he was not a 
good candidate, because the materials required to 
replicate Ray Bradbury would be too stylish, rich and 
expensive.

Instead, Google decided to replicate the whole 
“Analog mafia.” That didn’t go well either, because 
the Analog mafia didn’t want to be printed. Being 
hard science fiction writers, they feared that due to 

UPCOMING FACT EVENTS
Saturday, Oct. 9, 1-3 PM: FACT Board Meeting 

(Manchaca Branch, Austin Public Library, 5500 
Manchaca Rd). The monthly meeting of the FACT 
board of directors is open to all FACT members and 
other individuals who have business to discuss.

Monday, Oct. 11, 5-6 PM: FACT Dinner with 
R.A. Salvatore, Location TBD (24 Hour Diner?). 
The author will then go to BookPeople to sign 
Gauntlgrym: Neverwinter, Book I.

Saturday, Oct. 16, 6-11PM: Dan and Wendy will 
be hosting Frightful Food Fest at their house. 
RSVP is planning to attend.

Tuesday, Oct. 19, 7-8PM: North Austin Reading 
Group (Organizer’s Home). The Long Run by Daniel 
Keys Moran.

Monday, Nov. 1, 7-8PM: North Austin Reading 
Group (Austin Public Library,  North Village 
Branch, 2505 Steck Ave). Implied Spaces by Walter 
Jon Williams.

Saturday, Nov. 13, 1-3 PM: FACT Board Meeting 
(Manchaca Branch, Austin Public Library, 5500 
Manchaca Rd). The monthly meeting of the FACT 
board of directors is open to all FACT members and 
other individuals who have business to discuss.

Tuesday, Nov. 16, 7-8PM: North Austin Reading 
Group (Austin Public Library, Milwood Branch, 
12500 Amherst). The Shadow Year by Jeffrey Ford.

ArmadilloCon 32 Moment: Photo of Lou Antonelli with 
Rocco (age 6), son of FACT member Chad Trosclair. 
Chad says that Lou was an exceptional panelist and 
great with people (even young fans!).

“Google should replicate Harlan Ellison, 
because he’s not fully functional anyway”
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quantum effects, their replicas wouldn’t be accurate 
or fully functional.

Fan guest Elspeth Bloodgood interjected that 
Google should replicate Harlan Ellison, because he’s 
not fully functional anyway.

In between getting “phone calls” from Google with 
further details on the deal, Nancy Kress introduced 
ArmadilloCon guests, bringing up each guest’s funny 
or remarkable biographical details. For example, 
Rachel Caine is more dedicated to deadlines than 
anyone else she knows. Rachel once typed the whole 
weekend with a compound fracture in her arm, 
before a surgeon had a chance to set it, just to meet a 
deadline.

Then Nancy Kress held up a pair of big, stripe-y 

boxer shorts with a lipstick print on it. She said it 
was Gardner Dozois underwear with Pat Cadigan’s 
lipstick print on it, and it was going to be auctioned 
off for charity. Nancy Kress reminisced about 
ArmadilloCons of yore when Pat Cadigan ran a 
charity auction with a bullwhip. She stood in the 
hallway, cracking her whip to get people to get into 
the auction room -- and it worked. They raised the 
amount of money they were aiming for.

It is traditional for at least one guest on every panel 
to complain that they don’t know why they’re here, 
but Michael Bishop took this ritual to new lengths 
by stating he didn’t know why he was named a 
Steampunk literary GOH. He has not written any 
steampunk, and suspected that he was given that 
title only because con committee thought he was 
born in the beginning of Queen Victoria’s reign.

ArmadilloCon 32 Editor Guest Anne Sowards and 
Urban Fantasy Guests Ilona and Gordon Andrews at 
their interview.

Urban Fantasy Guest Ilona Andrews grew up in a 
place that could not be more different from Atlanta, 
the city in which her paranormal mercenary series 
is set. Having been born in Russia, Ilona (who is 
actually just half of the team writing under Ilona 
Andrews pseudonym, the other half being her 
husband) immigrated into the US as an adult. She 
told us more about her early days in America in her 
interview.

She came to this country on a scholarship to a 
private school, knowing very little English. The first 
time she used an English word was in the airport 
when she arrived to the US. A guy was blocking 

Connect with FACT online:
- Group List: groups.google.com/
group/factlist
- Website: www.fact.org
- Facebook: ArmadilloCon        
Convention

ArmadilloCon 32 Toastmaster Nancy Kress holds up 
Gardner Dozois underwear. Left: Fan Guest Elspeth 
Bloodgood.

ArmadilloCon 32 GoH Rachel Caine, Artist Guest 
R. Cat Conrad, Editor Guest Anne Sowards, and 
Steampunk Special Guest Michael Bishop at the 
opening ceremony.



the walkway with his luggage. She waited for him 
to move, but he didn’t. So she said “excuse me,” 
and he moved. That was a defining moment in her 
life -- she used a word in a foreign language, and 
someone understood and responded. She felt like she 
was accepted into this other society. Still there were 
many things she had to get used to. When she first 
went to a bookstore in the US, she was stunned at 
the colorful book covers. In the former USSR, there 
were not only no western science fiction books sold 
(because they didn’t pass censorship), but whatever 
books were sold, had dark, gloomy covers.

Panels and Parties
Among the many panels for writers, Creating 

Believable Secondary Characters had some 
uncommon advice. Contrary to popular wisdom, 
“character bibles” -- lists of your characters’ 
every trait and biographical fact -- can be 
counterproductive, said Carol Berg. You don’t 
need to decide in advance that your character 
has a dysfunctional sister, blue eyes, or likes 
cereal. Otherwise, as you try to make him or her 
do something, you have to run through the list 
of to see if his/her actions are consistent with 
his characteristics. Instead, Carol Berg uncovers 
background characteristics as she writes her 
character. Why is he so protective of children? Maybe 
because of something in his childhood. Julie Kenner 
added that characteristics are not the same as 
characterization.

The biggest source of writerly advice was, as usual, 
the Writers’ Workshop, which has grown to a record 
size thanks to organizer Stina Leicht. In groups of 
five, students critiqued each other’s stories works of 
fiction, and received critiques from two professional 
authors or editors in each group. On a lighter side, 
pros and students played literary games, such as 
rewriting common cliches in a modern fashion.

The Religion in Worldbuilding panel announced: 
“Religion plays a part in worldbuilding, but if you just 
lift aspects of current religions, they may not fit well 
into the world you are creating. How can religion be 
added without making it a caricature?” I found the 
question in the synopsis unintentionally ironic in the 
way Heinlein expressed best: “One man’s theology is 
another man’s belly-laugh”.

Everybody agreed that Frank Herbert’s Dune was a 
novel where religion was done well; but some other 
examples of religion in speculative fiction that the 
audience remembered as being well done were those 
where it had cruel and unintended consequences.

Based on the title What Do You Bring on 
Your Time Travel?, I was hoping for some fun 
brainstorming on this panel. This was going to be 
about what necessities you should bring with you to 
increase the odds of your survival in the past or the 
future, right? Not really.

Most of the time the panelists made small talk, only 
marginally related to time travel, such as whether 
they would want to know the date of their death. 
Then some of them turned it into “how things were 
better in their youth” gripe session. However, they 
had interesting stories about things that were NOT 
better back then. One panelist used his Italian 
childhood experience to illustrate how a modern 
person’s basic cultural assumptions wouldn’t hold up 
even as little as half a century back. In his mother’s 
day in Italy, you were not supposed to chat with 
store clerks. If a clerk behind the counter tried to 
make small talk with his (the panelist’s) mother, she 
would grab her purse and hold it tight, because she 
assumed the only reason the clerk would do that 
would be to distract her and pick her pocket. This 
was a typical example of the attitude of the middle 
class towards the working class in Europe, he said. 
“People like my mother and her class is what makes 
lower classes want to be communists.”

I guess the audience was left to conclude that there 
isn’t much you can do to time-travel safely. Even 
if you managed to bring the right clothes to pass 
unnoticed, and medication to fend off diseases, you’re 
still doomed. The moment you open your mouth, 
you’ll out yourself as an alien.

Adrian Simmons, Nancy Kress, Al Jackson and 
Bob Mahoney on “In This Book, We Obey the Laws of 
Thermodynamics” panel. 

With all the urban fantasy guests this year, this 
ArmadilloCon wasn’t heavy on hard science panels. 
Luckily, buried in discussions of shapeshifter love 
lives was a panel In this Book, We Obey the Laws 
of Thermodynamics. It ventured into the old debate 
on whether it’s necessary to have all science exactly 
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Mikal Trimm, Matt Cardin, Matthew Bey in the 
“Religion in Worldbuilding” panel.
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right in the story, or is some poetic license OK. 
The answer is simple -- you can’t please both the 
people who are derailed by scientific inaccuracies 
in books, and those who can get past hand-waving 
explanations to get to the meat of the story. Nancy 
Kress, who moderated the panel, belongs to the latter 
type of people, but she does think scientific accuracy 
has a place in science fiction. She has a scale of 
science fiction sub-genres rated by “hardness.” In 
the hardest SF, that of Greg Egan or Greg Benford, 
both the science needs to be right, and it needs to be 
logically extrapolated. A little further down the scale 
there are stories in which science is right, but maybe 
not so logically extrapolated. Yet further down you’ll 
see stories that are set in a technological setting, 
outer space or the future, but that could actually 
take place anywhere, such as on a farm in Iowa. 
And even further than that you’ll find zombies and 
fantasy.

Nate Southard with a miniature globe at Stump the 
Panel.

Stump the Panel is an ArmadilloCon tradition that 
challenges panelists to find science-fictional uses 
for everyday objects. This year I was disappointed 
to see it lose traction. There were only 4 people in 
the audience, as many as there were panelists. 
Traditionally the objects were brought by the 
audience; last year, the panelists brought their own 
stuff to be stumped by. This year, only one person 
brought something, so in just five minutes panelists 
ran out of stuff to talk about. I guess the panel title 
literally came true -- the panelists were thoroughly 
stumped!

The object in question was a miniature globe. 
Challenged to think of a science-fictional 
interpretation for it, Nate Southard said this was 
Earth after reality-condensing catastrophe, and Rie

Sheridan said it was alien GPS device. Derek 

Johnson’s response was: “Atlas Shrugged said, f--- it! 
Can we make it smaller?”

David Chang writes on a wet clay tablet with a 
stylus.

Space Squid Party There were about as many 
room parties as in previous years, but this time, per 
hotel rules, we were supposed to call them meet-and-
greets. The most original party, as is often the case, 
was thrown by the Space Squid fanzine. Taking the 
“print is dead” notion to the extreme, Space Squid 
published its latest issue on the deadest of dead 
media: clay tablets. At their ArmadilloCon party, 
editor David Chang demonstrated how those tablets 
are made. He made clay patties, stamped them, and 
hand-carved cuneiform characters in them.

See more posts on ArmadilloCon 32 on my blog:
http://sfragments.blogspot.com/search/label/

ArmadilloCon%202010
See pictures in my photo gallery:
http://pic.geekitude.com/v/sf/armadillocon2010
-- Elze Hamilton

Observations from ApolloCon
Scientific Advancement vs. Social Stigma This  

panel promised to discuss balancing “our cultural 
identity and values with our ingrained curiosity and 
desire for progress.” Instead, the panelists spent 
lots of time lamenting that “nobody” is thinking 
through the ethics of scientific advancement (that’s 
unfair to the numerous ethicists who do think about 
those questions). As an example of ethically dubious 
bioengineering, Teddy Harvia brought up the cactus 
people from China Miéville’s Perdido Street Station. He 
admitted, though, that this was the case of an author 
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not trying to be realistic, but to make a shocking 
statement. He was also shocked by a relationship 
between the human protagonist and a bug-like 
creature in Perdido Street Station.

Fear and revulsion towards the “other” is at the root 
of many atrocities committed by humankind towards 
members of different ethnic groups or different 
beliefs. So it is important to ask, as moderator 
Kimberly Frost did: does literature have a role in 
promoting acceptance of the world that science is 
creating? Unfortunately, this question did not get 
much traction with the panelists. After all, most 
people expect religion, not literature to help them 
make sense of scientific and societal changes. It was 
refreshing to see that panelists were skeptical of 
religion’s role in it, acknowledging that it more often 
acts as an obstacle in accepting scientific progress. 
They tended to agree that we need secular sources 
to gain the same kind of credibility that religion has 
with most people. But from then on, the panel forgot 
its original purpose, and became a debate on whether 
religion’s role in the society is more good or bad.

Sex, the Young Adult, and the YA Novel Unlike 
some other panels on sex in science fiction or fantasy 
that had been known to turn rowdy and funny, this 
was a rather tame, academic conversation about 
Young Adult fiction in general. It barely touched on 
the topic of sex in YA. It was hard to tell whether 
most YA books simply did not have enough material 
for the discussion topic, or if the panelists were 
determined to stay away from any controversy. One 
YA series that could have been a treasure trove 
for such a discussion, Twilight, was held taboo by 
panelists. They referred to it only as “the series that 
shall not be named.” 

Concerning YA readers in general, Amy Sisson 
shared this anecdote. One of her students thought 
C. S. Lewis’s Narnia books were written for 
entertainment only, but Harry Potter was written to 
teach lessons about the world.

Marked for Life: Body Mods in Spec Fic This 
panel did not analyze speculative fiction in depth, 
but went for low-hanging fruit such as discussing 
“tramp stamps.” The only attempt to extrapolate into 
the future of body modification was a mention of LED 
tattoos. Also, somebody remembered reading that 
scientists are developing an ink in small icrocapsules 
that is extremely sensitive to certain wavelengths 
of light. Tattoos created with this ink will be easy 
to remove. Gabrielle Faust said there’s watch being 
developed that can be implanted in the wrist: the skin 
would scar around the wrist, and the digits would 
be visible under the skin. (This made me wonder if 
anyone still wears wristwatches. Cellphones and all 
of our gadgets have clocks in them -- isn’t wristwatch 
going the way of horse-drawn carriage?)

More interesting was the idea that people, especially 
younger ones, will tend to proudly display their 
medical devices as body mods. One of the panelists’ 
son has a shunt in his brain, directed into his leg, 
because his brain doesn’t drain properly. The boy 
thinks it’s cool, because it’s a body mod.

Through a Lens Darkly: Why are So Many 
Current Spec Fic Movies so Darn Dark and 
Depressing? This panel had a few interesting points. 
Lou Antonelli said that the grim future, promised so 
many times, hasn’t come true so far; for example, 
Japan, a country that was nuked twice in World 
War 2, came back stronger than ever, and enjoys a 
higher standard of living than the West. So Antonelli 
wondered if the dystopian trend merely reflects 
Western concern about the decline of Western 
civilization. Stina Leicht gave a resounding “yes.”

David B. Carren thought that post-apocalyptic 
novels or movies appeal to people mainly because 
everybody secretly identifies with the survivors. 
In most of those scenarios only a few selected 
people survive, and fans of such movies may be 
unconsciously thinking that (a) that most of the 
humanity should die, and (b) they would be among 
the chosen few who would survive. 

Con Season is in the Air: When a Young 
Fan’s Mind Turns to Flirtation. Every other SF 
convention has a discussion of love or relationships 
(or their darker side, such as stalking) from fannish 
perspective. This panel, however, used the word 
“flirtation” as a shorthand for sultry stories from 
late nights at cons. Having reminisced about their 
escapades, the panelists attempted to give some 
advice on how to flirt at conventions. Cathey 
Osbourne suggested an original approach that isn’t 
likely to work anywhere but at a convention. “Say you 
are into very specific things, for example, duct tape,” 
she said. “Stand in the hallway and tear a piece of 
duct tape. It makes a very distinctive noise. See who 
turns around. That’s your marker.”

That’s not to say romantic stories don’t happen at 
conventions. “The best pickup line was used on me at 
SoonerCon,” said Teddy Harvia. “I was standing in a 
group of 8-10 people. An attractive woman looked at 
my badge, and said “I dreamt your name last night”. 
And then 9 months later we got married.”

Food! ApolloCon is notable not just for its food 
for thought, but literal food too. The Consuite 
serves luxurious lunch and dinner, making up for 
the fact that there aren’t many restaurants within 
the walking distance. There are also food or drink 
tastings throughout the convention. This year there 
was a wine tasting, where the hostess Kim Kofmel 
presented three white wines, and three reds. She 
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guided us through the entire ritual of noting the 
wine’s color, smell, and more arcane characteristics 
such as “legs” (whether the wine sticks to the sides of 
the glass after being swished). Next day there was a 
cheese tasting, but it was far more basic in character. 
It seemed to be targeted to people who were new to 
brie, gouda, or mozarella. But hey, who can complain 
about free cheese? There were two whiskey tastings, 
but one them was BYOB, and the other filled up very 
quickly after the sign-up sheet was made available to 
the public, as it does each year.

ApolloCon also had other kinds of entertainment, 
such as a masquerade, and concerts by musicians 
playing science fiction and fantasy-themed songs 
(not necessarily filk). Rob Balder and Dave Weingart 
were joined in concert by the writer Guest of Honor 
Catherine Asaro, who performed a few songs she has 
written.

My ApolloCon 2010 pictures are at: http://
pic.geekitude.com/v/sf/apolloCon2010/

See my blog posts from ApolloCon 2010 at: 
http://sfragments.blogspot.com/search/label/
ApolloCon%202010 

- Elze Hamilton

Notes from DragonCon
I really regret not being able to make ArmadilloCon 

(family reasons), but those resolved to the point 
where I was able to attend DragonCon somewhat 
later, after driving to Florida first to pick up my sister 
Rebecca whom most of you know to one degree or 
another. Let me just say for the record that only the 
last Fimbulvintr (one of many correct spellings--I 
looked it up in Norse), would persuade me to live in 
that jungle of humidity.

Travel aside, all I really got to do at the convention 
was cook and work in the Consuite, where we served 
500 to 800 people or more a day. Because of the 
economy, I suspect we may have ultimately fed more 
people than that. Attendance in 2009 was 35,000, 
and expected to grow to 40,000 in 2010 according 
to official figures. I do know that last year the fire 
marshals closed access to all doors of all three 
major hotels for quite a while. This year, those same 
marshals were out at multiple points during the 
convention, and con-security and ops were stretched 
to a thin black line.

I have to personally thank the EMS team at 
DragonCon for first aid for wrapping my ankle (had 
it rebuilt in February); turns out I can’t stand on it 
for six hours at a time. Go figure. Anyway, I asked for 
help, and it was there within five minutes. I do have 
to say that I repaid the swift response with copious 
amounts of much needed fresh coffee on demand.

I deeply regret not having been able to attend Lee 
Martindale’s sessions (panels, a reading, and an 

autograph session), but I feel sure that her success 
is what brought her back to Dragon for two years 
running -- most especially since I did notice there 
were far fewer name stars in attendance.  That’s not 
to say that there weren’t stars there, just fewer than 
appeared at previous conventions.

Luckily for me I did get to see a panel featuring 
John Picacio and Vincent Villafranca in an art panel 
about juried shows. Sorry to say I haven’t transcribed 
my notes for that yet… Both artists exhibited some 
pieces I might have sold a first-born child for if I’d 
had one handy, but there were no unaware parents 
nearby. The art show in general was interesting, some 
more than others of course.  Sadly, I didn’t get to visit 
the merchants or the comic artists, the fabric arts 
and costuming tracks, or the Trek track which still 
has a special place in my heart.  I did however get 
to attend a trak on the making of leather garments 
and learned a great deal about the structure of 
same. I am looking forward to emailing with Kensai 
Productions in the future and learning to do leather 
myself, on a much more limited scale of course.

All told, I got to attend two panels -- out of two or 
three hundred! -- and got to visit cousins (including 
some in Florida), so it was a good, if tiring, trip.

- Sara Cooper

FACToids & Friends
Here is a nice Q&A piece with ArmadilloCon 

33 GOH Paolo Bacigalupi: http://tinyurl.com/
paoloqanda

We are delighted to see that John Picacio will 
be the Artist Guest at Bubobonicon 43. http://
www.bubonicon.com

The WSJ ran an interesting article on electronic 
publishing and its effects on authors. See “Authors 
Feel Pinch in Age of E-books.” http://tinyurl.com/
pinchofebooks

Conventions of Note
Oct. 28-31: World Fantasy Convention 36, 

Columbus, OH. Guests of Honor: Dennis McKiernan, 
Esther Friesner, David Hartwell, Darrell K. Sweet. 
http://www.worldfantasy2010.com

Nov. 12-14: Austin Comic Con 2010 Wizard World 
Convention, Austin Convention Center, 500 East 
Cesar Chavez. https://wizardworld.ticketleap.net/
austin

Dec. 3-5: SMOFcon 28. Sainte Claire, San Jose, 
CA.  http://www.smofcon28.org

Dec. 31-Jan. 2: Ikkicon, Hilton Austin, Austin, TX. 
http://ikkicon.com

Feb. 11-13: CorFlu, The Domain Hotel, Sunnyvale, 
CA. http://www.corflu.org/
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Feb. 18-20: ConDFW, Crowne Plaza Suites, Dallas, 
TX. GoHs Jack McDevitt, Tim Powers, Brandon 
Sanderson. http://www.condfw.org/

Mar. 25-27: MidSouthCon 29, Artist GoH Nene 
Thomas, Costuming GoH Kelldar, Editor GoH Jackie 
Gamber, Toastmaster James P. Hogan.

Apr. 28 - May 1: World Horror Convention, Austin 
TX. GOHs Joe Hill and Sarah Langan, Media Guest 
Steve Niles, Toastmaster Joe R. Lansdale, Artists 
GOH Vincent Chong, Special Guest Brian Keene. 
http://whc2011.org/

June 3-5: SoonerCon 20, Featured Guests Selina 
Rosen, Tim Powers, Darrell K. Sweet. http://
www.soonercon.com/

Aug. 17-21: Renovation, the 69th World 
Science Fiction Convention, Reno, NV. http://
www.renovationsf.org

Aug. 26-28: ArmadilloCon 32, Austin, TX. GoH 
Paolo Bacigalupi; Editor Guest Lou Anders; Fan 
Fred Duarte Jr; Toastmaster Mark Finn. http://
www.armadillocon.org

August, 2011: Bubonicon 43, Albuquerque, NM. 
GoH Stephen Leigh / S.L. Farrell; Toastmaster 
Ian Tregillis; Artist Guest John Picacio. http://
www.bubonicon.com

Sept. 2-5: DragonCon, Atlanta, GA. http://
www.dragoncon.org/

Book Groups
Wednesday, Oct. 13, 7 PM: Dark Forces Reading 

Group, Flightpath Coffee House, The Walking Dead, 
Vol. 1: Days Gone Bye by Robert Kirkman and Tony 
Moore.

Tuesday, Oct. 19, 7-8PM: North Austin Reading 
Group (Organizer’s Home). The Long Run by Daniel 
Keys Moran.

Thursday, Oct. 28, 7-8:30 PM, Barnes & Noble 
Arboretum Café, Science and Religion in Fiction 
Book Club (Center for Inquiry). Dragon’s Egg by 
Robert Forward. Coordinated by FACT member Elze 
Hamilton.

Monday, Nov. 1, 7-8PM: North Austin Reading 
Group (Austin Public Library,  North Village 
Branch, 2505 Steck Ave). Implied Spaces by Walter 
Jon Williams.

Writing
2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7-10 PM: Slug Tribe, Hancock 

Rec Center (41st and Red River).
Alternate Wednesdays, 7-9 PM, Austin Creative 

Writers (Feb. 3, 17). Borders Bookstore at Great 
Hills. Critique group (novels & short stories). For 

more information, go to groups.yahoo.com/group/
austincreativewriting.

Reading Group Reports

January 4: Shambling towards 
Hiroshima by James Morrow

Eleven people attended this discussion at the North 
Village Library. Our topic, a short novel by James 
Morrow, is a secret history about a weapons project 
conducted by the US Navy during World War II. 
While the Army was busy researching atomic bombs, 
the Navy was working on giant monsters to fight 
the Japanese enemy.  And a host of people from the 
American film industry were recruited to help them 
with their task.  Six of us had read Morrow before. 
All of us started and finished Shambling towards 
Hiroshima.

Several of us loved the idea of the Naval Giant 
Monster project. One person said the fantastic 
element worked for her, and activated her sense of 
wonder. Another commented that the story was oddly 
believable in a subversive way. The author played 
the story straight, which we agreed was the right 
strategy. We liked the cover, which fit the outrageous 
story.

Many of us enjoyed and “geeked out” at the 
Hollywood elements of the story. James Whale’s 
involvement moved the many of us who’d seen Gods 
and Monsters.  The intermingling of real and fictional 
film industry professionals worked.  The depiction of 
professional jealousy among rivals was particularly 
effective, and ended up being a strong driving force 
for the story.

We felt the book’s protagonist, actor/writer Syms 
Thorley, was a strong and engaging character. One 
person said his humanity was what drew her into 
the story. Another liked Syms’s description of his 
affection for smart women. 

In general we felt that Morrow’s writing style 
was breezy, engaging, and easy to read. Several 
commented that the book was a “quick read.” 

A handful of people in the group were longtime 
Morrow fans, and we enjoyed the book immensely. 
We delighted in his approach to satire, the clever 
writing, and the sly observations. 

A few of us felt that the light tone of the Hollywood 
elements did not mesh well with the book’s serious 
messages about nuclear war, particularly near the 
end. One member said this felt like two books: a fun 
one he liked, followed by a preachy one he did not 
like.

Two members of the group did not enjoy the 
book much at all. They were not interested in the 
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film industry, and commented that the book felt 
like a bunch of name-dropping that they did not 
understand. They also felt the diverse elements of the 
story just did not come together well.

A few of us complimented the research Morrow 
must have done in writing the book. One person 
was fascinated by the letters between Truman and 
Hiroshima. 

Near the end, we talked about World War II and 
what it meant to us and our older relatives.

After the discussion, several of us had a nice dinner 
at Fuddrucker’s.

January 19: Thirteen Orphans by 
Jane Lindskold

Appropriately, thirteen people attended this meeting 
at the Milwood Library. Our topic was Thirteen 
Orphans, a tale of Asian magic unleashed in the 
American Southwest. Three of us had read Lindskold 
before. All of us started the book, and ten finished it.

We all appreciated this book’s new magic system, 
based on mah-jongg. We hadn’t seen it used before 
in fantasy, and we appreciated how the author had 
researched the game and incorporated it so well into 
the story. 

One person liked the element of immigrants 
adapting their culture to their new home in America. 
He thought the loss of interest and knowledge in the 
old traditions by the third generation was realistic. 
He also felt the story had a good mix of younger and 
older characters. 

We liked several of the book’s major characters. 
Pearl Bright, an elderly woman, was a particularly 
favorite. Others enjoyed Brenda, a young viewpoint 
character, and wanted to know more about her.

In general we found this book to be well written and 
flowed well.  One reader noted that the author did a 
good job of holding back who the main character was. 

We had mixed opinions on the pacing of the book. 
A few people felt that the story started too slowly 
and did not get moving until the last hundred pages. 
The rest were content with the pacing and story 
development. One mah-jongg fan in our group felt 
that a leisurely pace was appropriate for a leisurely 
game. Another got so involved with the story that 
when he got to this book’s cliffhanger ending, he 
rushed out and read its sequel.

Some of us weren’t sure of the book’s intended 
audience. A few of us felt that Brenda’s teen angst 
and the limited number of character made it feel 
like a Young Adult novel. Others, particularly those 
who’d read later books in the series, felt that it was 
intended for adults.

One person in our group simply had a less 
satisfying experience than the rest of us. He said he 

wished he’d read the book that others had described. 
He found the author’s prose style was inconsistent 
and just did not mesh well with his reading style. He 
felt there was an interesting story in the book, but it 
was too hard for him to find.

Another member of the group simply loved the 
book. She read it straight through in one holiday 
weekend. She was glad the story downplayed the 
romance element. She loved the new magic system. 
She found it interesting that the opposing forces 
did not want to kill each other, but just take their 
powers. She found the book thoroughly entertaining 
and plans to read the next installment.

After the meeting, many of us had a nice dinner at 
Opal Divine’s.

--A.T. Campbell, III

September 21: The Hundred 
Thousand Kingdoms by N. K. 

Jemisin
The North Reading Group met at the Milwood 

Library on September 21st to discuss The Hundred 
Thousand Kingdoms, by N. K. (Nora Keita) Jemisin 
(Orbit Books, 2010).  This was her first novel, #1 
of The Inheritance trilogy.  The second, The Broken 
Kingdoms, is due out in November.  The three books 
are to be related, sequential, but separate stories.     
She has written several short stories, one of which, 
“Non-Zero Probabilities,” was nominated for the 2009 
Nebula and Hugo awards.  Ten members attended the 
meeting, and one called in comments.  All had started 
the book, and all but one finished it.

Comments were mixed.  There was some discussion 
of a “white room” feeling; that generally speaking 
more visual descriptions would be beneficial.  The 
dialog was somewhat “internal,” and several readers 
commented that the ending was inappropriately 
unexpected.  The heroine, Yeine, was somewhat weak 
according to one member: “I’m a pawn in the game, 
what shall I do?”  Some thought there was too little 
action; too much going from room to room talking 
to people.  Others remarked that if they wanted 
romance (or, in this case, lust), they could get it 
from Harlequin at less expense and the book would 
have been better off without it.  And there was some 
criticism of the writing style and typical first novel 
glitches.

On the other hand, nearly everyone liked the setting 
and believed the author has promise.  There were 
appealing and intriguing differences from typical 
“epic fantasy” novels.  The way that Gods were 
handled was quite interesting, and the author drew 
on theology from a really wide variety of cultures.  
The motivation of one God to appear as a child 
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was intriguing.  She clearly understands emotional 
problems and political intrigue, and can develop 
complex characters.

In summary, most people enjoyed the book and the 
consensus would give it a “B.”  Those who read the 
“teaser” chapter of Broken Kingdoms thought it was 
not only interesting but considerably more polished 
than its predecessor.  Several of us plan to give it a 
try.

After the meeting, we enjoyed dinner at Thai 
Cuisine, located in the nearby shopping center off 
Parmer.

-- Tom Sciance

FACT Board Meeting: August 2010
The monthly meeting of the board of directors for 

the Fandom Association of Central Texas was called 
to order on Saturday, 14 August 2010, by Board 
Chair Jonathan Miles at the Manchaca Library 
Branch, 5500 Manchaca Rd, Austin, Texas, at 1:25 
p.m. Present in addition to the chair were Directors 
Burton and Siros, FACT President William Siros, 
FACT Officer Joyanne Moul.

The secretary presented the minutes of the July 
meeting. It was moved by Mr. Tolliver, seconded by 
Mr. C. Siros they be accepted as submitted. In the 
absence of objection, the chair declared the motion 
passed by acclamation.

CORRESPONDENCE: No items required board 
action.

OFFICER REPORTS
CHAIR
Mr. Miles advised he had participated in no FACT-

related activities.
PRESIDENT
Mr. W. Siros noted he attended Mythcon and 

represented FACT/ArmadilloCon. The convention 
was different from what he had expected but was an 
interesting mix of academic and fannish elements.

TREASURER
- Account balance as of 31 July 2010: $22,710.37
- The Sam’s Club membership and storage unit 

rental have been renewed.
 - Ms. Moul advised she has attended to Comptroller 

issue regarding our sales tax permit and has listed 
herself as the contact person. It was suggested we 
check on actual wording for the tax-free period to 
determine the correct way to conduct it with regard to 
ArmadilloCon.

SECRETARY
Ms. Burton has prepared a draft of the signature 

card resolution, but the wording will need to be 
changed if the account is moved to the credit union. 
Otherwise, her activities dealt with routine matters.

REGISTRAR
Vital Statistics Change
59 Active Memberships +4
33 Expired Memberships ( < 1 Year) -4
Changes since 07/10/2010 Report
Renewed Memberships
Meschke Karen Actual renewal was in February
Duarte, Jr. Fred
Duarte Matthew F. M. Actual renewal was in 

February
Olsen Rondinella
Other Changes:
Cooper Scott Added cell phone and b-day
HISTORIAN
Mr. Tolliver advised he is actively seeking materials 

for the historical display at ArmadilloCon. He added 

© 1981 by Muchael C. Goodwin
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he has the history of the organization’s first five years 
ready to be posted.

MIS
Ms. Moul advised the hosting service has been 

renewed.
PUBLICATIONS
- Ms. Juday reported the July FACT Sheet was 

completed and distributed.
- She received approval from Kendall Hart to use his 

art in the FACT ad.
- The FACT ad for ArmadilloCon 32 program book 

was submitted by the deadline.
- The August FACT Sheet is in progress, including 

reading group material, so we will have it available in 
time for the convention.

QUARTERMASTER
Mr. C. Siros advised all materials are intact. He 

requested funds to obtain extension cords and other 
materials. It was moved by Ms. Burton to authorize 
$50 to purchase materials, seconded by Mr. Tolliver. 
Ayes: 3; Nays: 0; Abstain: 1

COMMITTEE REPORTS
ARMADILLOCON
- ArmadilloCon 32: As of today, we have 182 

members pre-registered, and have filled our hotel 
room block. The hotel agreed to extend our room 
rate until Monday so we could try to encourage 
more people to register there. Thanks to Jennifer’s 
excellent publicity efforts, Ms. Burton spoke with 
Richard Whittaker of the Austin Chronicle, who also 
discussed the writer’s workshop with Stina Leicht. 
Scott Zrubek reports 36 artists have registered,, and 
18 dealers have officially registered. Advance receipts 
for program book ads are expected to be sufficient to 
cover printing costs.

- ArmadilloCon 33: Ms. Juday reports four of the 
six invited guests have confirmed, so an ad for the 
ArmadilloCon 32 program book was submitted by 
the deadline. Two guests were contacted for for travel 
information, which was supplied. She will request 
Karen Meschke take flyers with her to Worldcon 
in Australia, and has drafted a movieposter-style 
flyer for distribution at ArmadilloCon. A number of 
committee positions have been filled.

HOTEL COMMITTEE
No report
BYLAWS COMMITTEE
No report
POLICIES & PROCEDURES COMMITTEE
The committee has been unable to meet because of 

scheduling conflicts.
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
The committee will schedule a meeting after the 

convention to discuss the results of our research into 
what other groups offer as member perks.

READING GROUPS
Several people have expressed interest in restarting 

the South group. Ms. Burton will begin researching 
possible meeting locations in September. North 
meetings continue to be well-attended. Next one will 
be held Sunday afternoon at ArmadilloCon.

OLD BUSINESS
1. World Horror/Art Show Flats: Arrangements 

have been made for the WHC committee to use the 
flats.

2. Bank Change: Ms. Burton pointed out that we 
need to approve a resolution authorizing signatories 
for the transfer of the accounts to the University 
Federal Credit Union, should that transfer be 
approved. It was moved by Mr. C. Siros that we 
officially move our banking from Frost to UFCU by 
no later than October 31, 2010. Seconded by Mr. 
Tolliver. Ayes: 4; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0

3. Signature Card Resolution: Approval was 
granted for the secretary to revise the existing 
signature card resolution to reflect the change of 
bank.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Sales Tax: With regard to our declaring the 

convention weekend our tax-free days, Mr. Tolliver 
stated he had consulted the sales tax statues and 
Comptroller’s website and informed us we are 
nevertheless required to collect sales tax on art show 
sales, as we are acting as sales agent for the artists 
not selling items as a retailer.

2. Dinner with Bob Salvatore in October: Ms. 
Burton will contact the 24-Hour Diner to ensure they 
can accommodate a party.

Social event: Mr. Tolliver noted the Austin 
Brownshirts are having an event the second Saturday 
In September.

There being no other business before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 2:28 p.m.
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