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Waldrop’s Health improving
Good news! Ellen Datlow posted this update on her 

blog on October 21: “I just spoke to Howard today. 
He’s in Mississippi, staying with his sister Mary 
until November which is when he returns to Austin 
for eye surgery. He’s walking without a walker, no 
longer using a catheter, and has been going fishing 
with his brother-in-law. He says he’s tired, but this is 
excellent news. 

He told me I should let everyone know that he’s 
much better and that he’s starting work on a partially 
written story he owes for an anthology and then will 
write his blog for Small Beer Press about his lost 
summer.”

OwlCon NEEDS YOU - Sign up By November 7
-- Submitted by Andy Solberg, Gaming Coordinator, 

OwlCon 2009
OwlCon 2009 will be held February 6-8 at Rice 

University.  OwlCon is an annual gaming convention 
that attracts attendees from across the southern 
United States and beyond.  It is sponsored by 
FASTWARP, Rice University’s gaming club, and half 
the proceeds go to local charities.

OwlCon hosts a number of genres of gaming, 
including live action and tabletop role playing games, 
historical and non-historical miniatures, and all 
sorts of board games.  OwlCon provides the space 
and infrastructure for these games to take place, 
but each game is hosted by an OwlCon participant 
-- somebody who graciously volunteers their time and 
energy to benefit the larger gaming community so 
they can share the games they love.

This is where you come in.  OwlCon is seeking 
volunteers to sign up to run games for OwlCon.  
Registering is easy; go to www.owlcon.com and click 
on ‘GM Signup’; then follow the instructions from 
there.  Please help OwlCon by running a game! The 
deadline for gaming signups is November 7, 2008.

Report from Fencon
-- Submitted by Elze Hamilton

Science -- Fact or Crap?
“Science -- Fact or Crap?” was a game played by 

a team of pros against a team of fans. The most 
prominent pro was Gregory Benford, a physics 
professor, science fiction writer, and the Fencon 
guest of honor. The purpose of the game was to score 
points by answering science-related questions. Each 
question had two parts: a fact-or-crap, i.e. yes-or-
no part (but you could not answer “no”, you had 
to say “crap”!), and a follow up freeform question. 
The questions drew from many different sciences: 
anatomy, anthropology, archeology, astronomy, 

biology, chemistry, geology, physics.
Tim Morgan conducted the game dressed up in a 

lab coat, a propeller hat, goggles and rubber gloves. 
Team members had to play a part of cartoonish 
scientists as well by putting on rubber gloves and 
goggles. The questions were not very hard. One of 
the most difficult questions was “Calcium occurs 
most commonly in the sedimentary rocks. Name one 
of the three minerals that contain calcium.” It was 
answered correctly by Gregory Benford: carbonate. 

xxFACT EVENTS THIS MONTH

Monday, Nov. 3, 7-8 PM: North Austin Reading 
Group. (North Village Branch of the Austin Public 
Library, 2139 W. Anderson Ln) Gordath Wood by 
Austin writer Patrice Sarath. Optional dinner 
follows.

Saturday, Nov. 8, 1-3 PM: Board Meeting (Carver 
Branch, Austin Public Library, 1161 Angelina St). 

Saturday, Nov. 8, 6 PM: Adult Gaming (the Price 
house; contact tbrianp@sbcglobal.net for details). 

Tuesday, Nov. 18, 7-8 PM: North Austin 
Reading Group. (home of organizer; contact 
reading@fact.org for details) The Blade Itself by Joe 
Abercrombie. Optional dinner follows.

Thursday, Nov. 20, 7-8 PM: South Austin 
Reading Group (Pleasant Hill Branch, Austin 
Public Library, 211 E. William Cannon Dr.). Grave 
Sight by Charlaine Harris.
Monday, Dec. 1, 7-8 PM: North Austin Reading 

Group. (North Village Branch of the Austin Public 
Library, 2139 W. Anderson Ln) Kitty and the Midnight 
Hour by Carrie Vaughn. Optional dinner follows.

continued on page 4

Fencon 2008: “Science -- Fact or Crap” Panel. Guest of 
Honor Gregory Benford shown second from left. Photo 
by Elze Hamilton, 2008.
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ARMADILLOCON 31
Austin’s Literary Speculative Fiction Convention - August 14-16, 2009

fact sheet october
Another Great Con Brought to You By F.A.C.T. | www.fact.org

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________ 

BADGE NAME(S):_______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: __________________________________ STATE: ___________ ZIP: __________________

E-MAIL: _______________________________________________________________________

________________ �-DAY ADULT (�� and up) MEMBERSHIPS @ ��� EACH* = _______________

________________ �-DAY KID (�-��) MEMBERSHIPS @ ��� EACH = _______________________

________________ WRITERS’ WORKSHOP MEMBERSHIP** @ ��� EACH = ________________

I am interested in:   [ ] Volunteering  [ ] Art Show [ ] Dealer Tables [ ] Adver�sing

* This advance rate is GOOD ONLY UNTIL MARCH ��, ����.  Payment must be received online via Paypal or 
must  be mailed to our PO Box and postmarked by that date.

** Includes �-day membership. Does not include lunch.

Make checks out to ArmadilloCon �� and send to ArmadilloCon ��, PO Box �����, Aus�n, TX �����, 
or go to www.armadillocon.org and pay via Paypal.

Guest of Honor: Scott Lynch
Twice Nominated for John W. Campbell Award
Author of The Lies of Locke Lamora & Red Seas Under Red Skies

Artist Guest: Stephan Martiniere
Winner of ���� Hugo for Best Professional Ar�st
Winner of ���� & ���� Chesley awards
Nominated for Prime�me Emmy (Best Animated Series)

Fan Guest: Karen Meschke
Chair of ���� Nebula Awards weekend
Chair of LoneStarCon �, the ���� WorldCon
Chair of ArmadilloCon ��, Co-Chair ArmadilloCon ��

Toastmaster: Scott A. Cupp
Nominated for John W. Campbell Award
World Fantasy Award Finalist for edi�ng

Editor Guest: Chris Roberson
World Fantasy Award Finalist for wri�ng, edi�ng & publishing
Author of Set the Seas on Fire & The Dragon’s Nine Sons

Special Guest: Joan Vinge
Winner of Hugo Award for Best Novel
Author of The Snow Queen, Cat series (Psion, etc)

Writers’ Workshop - Art Show
Gaming - Dealers’ Room
Multi-Track Programming

And More!

www.ArmadilloCon.org
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Or: “A hydrate is a crystal that has water molecules 
trapped inside: fact or crap? (Fact.) Heating hydrates 
will drive the water out of crystals. It’s called what?” 
Benford tried “water sublimation.” Tim Morgan said 
he had “water crystallization,” but deferred to Benford 
since he has a Ph.D.. 

The questions weren’t just dull and geeky. Tim 
made sure to put some funny ones into the mix. 
Some of them were funny mostly because players 
were so confident in their knowledge that they 
did not even wait for Tim to finish the question 
before jumping in with an answer. This led to some 
humorous moments. “The supercontinent that 
existed before the continents separated into their 
current configuration was called...” People started 
waving their hands without waiting to hear the end. 
“You’re sure you want to answer before you hear the 
question?” Tim asked. “OK, go ahead.” “Fact,” yelled 
one person. “Crap,” replied Tim. “It’s not Sangria. It’s 
Pangaea.”

Gregory Benford Talks
At Fencon Gregory Benford shared his thoughts on 

topics such as American dominance in the world and 
its role to play in the technological future. Having 
been in science fiction fandom for four decades, 
Benford was proud of American science fiction and 
fandom influence on the world.  Reminiscences about 
his time in the fandom was the topic of the Early 

Bird panel; 
Benford’s 
keynote 
speech on 
Saturday had 
a much more 
somber topic 
-- the problems 
facing the 
world and what 
can be done 
about them. Of 
those, global 
climate change 
was the most 
significant 
issue. After 
assuring us 
that whatever 
is being done 
to counter it 
isn’t working, 
he proposed an 
unconventional 
-- or perhaps 
little known -- 
approach.

We Own the Future
Gregory Benford is very proud of America’s place in 

the world and its contributions to the world’s culture, 
especially science. He reminded us that as early as 
the 19th century, French writer Jules Verne could 
foresee America’s upcoming technological dominance, 
since he set his book on the trip to the moon in the 
US, not France. Verne thought Americans will be 
the ones to go to the moon, despite America being 
involved in a civil war at that time.

The rise of science fiction fandom is another 
American contribution to the world culture that 
makes Gregory Benford proud. The 20th century is 
unique for emergence of a great literary pop culture, 
and SF fandom was what created it. “We already have 
a phenomenon where we live in the genre,” he said. 
“You can literally go to an SF con every weekend in 
US. Not that I advise it.” This American phenomenon 
has now spread across the world. Benford noted 
there are now at least five SF magazines in China, 
and the largest has a circulation of over 400 000. The 
circulation of the smallest SF magazine in China is 
bigger than the circulation of the biggest SF magazine 
in the US (probably Analog). The Chinese readers of 
the genre are interested in stories about technocratic 
future, about technological advancement. Benford 
sees this as evidence of the influence of American 
science and SF on the world, and does not hide his 
pride in it, putting it in such blunt terms as “We own 
the future.”

Science Fiction -- A Canary in the Coal Mine?
However, not all is rosy in the future, whether we 

continued from page 2

Fencon Guest of Honor Gregory Benford, Pontificating.
Photo by Elze Hamilton, 2008.
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“own” it or not. Gregory Benford is troubled by the 
fact that in the US fantasy outsells SF by several 
orders of magnitude. What does that say about our 
culture? Does that mean we have become afraid 
of technology? Science fiction has become darker, 
Benford noted, adding that fantasy to him is always 
dark. “The Lord Of The Rings is not about a joyous 
celebration, it’s about a war.” And utopian novels 
in SF, so prominent in the 60s and 70s, are scarce 
these days. So is America, the inventor of science 
fiction and much else, afraid of the future now, asks 
Benford. “I always thought that SF is a canary in the 
coal mine. I wonder if it’s a bad sign for the US that 
we have lost our faith in the future?”

Of course there are lots of reasons to be concerned 
with the future. Gregory Benford has strong opinions 
about what are the most important problems facing 
the humankind, and what should be done about 
them. A self-professed libertarian, he spared neither 
the left nor the right his criticism for dealing with 
current problems. These times remind him of the 
70s. “We have a failed Republican president, and it 
looks like he’ll hand things off to a new incompetent 
Democratic president,” he said. “Barack Obama 
reminds me of Jimmy Carter...”

The most pressing problem, unsurprisingly, is 
global climate change. Benford starts with pessimistic 
news: carbon restriction is not enough. To make 
matters worse, methane is bubbling into the 
atmosphere through the holes in the Arctic ice cover, 
making the global warming even worse. Benford 
thinks humankind won’t address this problem 
effectively as long as it treats it as a moral, not an 
engineering problem. As long as the only proposed 
solution is to restrict our consumption, global 
warming won’t be reversed. But Benford believes 
the US is capable of seeing things as engineering 
problems. “When pressed, the US will not wring its 
hands, but put on gloves.”

Unconventional Approach to Fighting Global Warming
So what kind of engineering solutions to the 

problem could possibly work? One may be carbon 
sequestration, but “there is not even a desktop 
experiment that shows how it works,” said Benford. 
He places his hopes into the second method: to 
reflect sunlight. “It’s the absolute simplest possible 
technology,” he said. “If you simply whiten the roofs, 
and change the reflectivity of blacktop, you can have 
a significant effect on local temperature. California 
has known about this for a long time, but nothing 
has been done. UCLA in 1995 did a study and 
showed that you can lower the temperature in Los 
Angeles in the peak of summer by merely whitening 
the roofs and blacktop and growing more trees. 
When you are driving on a light-colored road, the 
friction correlation of tires drops, and you get a better 

mileage just simply by driving on a light colored road. 
Nothing has been done in California. I think they will 
eventually do it, but very slowly. You can each do it 
individually. Every time you replace the roof, make it 
lighter.”

But the big way to do it, he says, is to put aerosols 
in the atmosphere.

“Volcanoes do that,” said Benford. “You can do that 

IS IT TIME 
TO RENEW 

YOUR 
FACT 

MEMBER-
SHIP?

Please be sure to keep 
your 

membership up to date!

Go to www.fact.org and pay 
online or print out the 

form and then mail in with 
your check.

Just $21 for a one year 
membership!
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artificially. All climate models show that by releasing 
aerosols into the atmosphere you can get back the 
Arctic of the 1900s in just a few years. Sulfates .... if 
you put this stuff up at 60,000 feet, very, very little 
of it, as dust, will reach the surface. You can get 
the Arctic back for about 300 million dollars a year. 
Same for the Antarctic. In other words, for nothing.”

The problems with this approach are mostly 
political, said Benford. Who gets to say what 
temperature you set on the global thermostat?

“There is Arctic council, but it does not actually 
have control over the Arctic,” he said. There are 
no treaties that govern what anyone does in the 
stratosphere. It would seem that nothing can prevent 
any government from carrying out experiments 
in the stratosphere, yet most governments will be 
very reluctant to try the aerosol approach. Benford 
attributes this reluctance to political correctness. 
“This is not right wing, evangelical interference,” he 
said. “It’s left-wing, environmentalist interference. 
The objection of the left is that it’s not “pure.”” When 
asked by a person in the audience if it is politically 
incorrect to worry that messing with atmosphere 
may have unpredictable results, he replied that 
such worries are justified, but “that’s why you do 
engineering.”

People worry about unpredictability of the results, 
and they also worry that such tactics can be used for 
making war. Benford dismissed the latter as unlikely. 
Release of aerosols into the atmosphere would 
be would be a very blunt warmaking instrument, 
because you can’t control where that stuff migrates.

In light of government’s resistance, Benford thinks 
the initiative to fight global warming with aerosol 
release will come from private sector. Bill Gates has 
already began to put money in this area of research. 
Curiously, his reason -- and Benford claims to have 
heard this straight from the horse’s mouth -- is that 
he wants poverty become a front page issue again. It 
won’t be until global warming is solved.

Space travel and overpopulation
The second major problem facing the humankind, 

according to Benford, is necessity for space travel. 
Space travel will be necessitated by the looming 
shortage of resources. Indium and germanium are 
already in short supply, and their prices are rising 

rapidly, noted Benford and quipped: “There’s a 
number of particular rare Earths, which, because 
they are rare, are not in the Earth anymore.” He 
thinks humanity needs to have a space infrastructure 
by the end of the century, but the chances of that are 
not good. He proposes nuclear rockets as a way to go. 
“It’s essentially steam rockets,” he said. “All rockets 
we know are steam rockets. What comes out the end? 
Steam. You can actually fly around the solar system 
in large vehicles using nuclear power.”

The third major problem facing the world is 
overpopulation. Gregory Benford admitted he didn’t 
have good ideas for dealing with that yet.

Somebody in the audience asked him if he is in a 
group called Sigma, a group of SF writers that advise 
Darpa. He said yes, but advising them is like advising 
a house cat. What you say to a house cat may not 
have much effect.

FACToids and Friends
Beneath Ceaseless Skies, a new online 

magazine “dedicated to publishing the best in 
‘literary adventure fantasy,’” is now available online. 
It publishes two new stories every two weeks. Read 
it at http://www.beneath-ceaseless-skies.com.

MIT’s Technology Review has republished “The 
Distant Sound of Engines,” a story by Algis 
Budrys. They have also published an article on 
his life and work, opening with a description of his 
witnessing an appearance by Adolf Hitler. Both the 
story (http://tinyurl.com/5rw7nv) and the article 
(http://tinyurl.com/6688ej) make interesting 
reading.  Alex Carnevale posted a response to the 
MIT article at io9.com: http://tinyurl.com/56ccjn.

Randy Byers, chair of Corflu Zed, has released 
the first Progress Report for the next Corflu. 
Corflu Zed will be held March 13-15, 2009, in 
Seattle. Get a flyer and the Progress Report 
at http://efanzines.com/Corflu26/index.htm. 
“We’re attempting something more fanzine-like 
in our progress reports, so this one features an 
exhortation by John Hertz and a reprint of a 1960 
piece by Wally Weber (you’ll want to read that if you 
want to understand the cover), along with the usual 
brass tacks of convention-related information. If 
we get any LOCs, we’ll have a lettercol in the next 
issue. You can send letters to Luke McGuff at 
pubzed@corflu.org.”

Del Rey asked Michael Chabon to list his favorite 
works of adventure fiction and published the list 
in the Del Rey Internet Newsletter. In case you 
missed any, here is his list: Captain Blood by Rafael 
Sabatini; the Kull Stories by Robert E. Howard; 
the Fafhrd and Grey Mouser stories by Fritz 
Leiber; Against the Day by Thomas Pynchon; the 
Brigadier Gerard stories by Arthur Conan Doyle; 

“It’s not a man’s skin that makes him a god-
-or a monster,” Fallatha said quietly. “It’s 
what lies beneath the skin, behind the eyes.” 

-- Joan D. Vinge, “The Storm King” (1980)
   & Guest of Honor,  ArmadilloCon 2009
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The Chinese Bandit by Stephen Becker; The Ice 
Schooner by Michael Moorcock; The English 
Patient by Michael Ondaatje; The Three Musketeers 
by Alexandre Dumas; Flashman at the Charge 
by George MacDonald Fraser; the Jirel of Joiry 
stories by C.L. Moore; and King Solomon’s Mines by 
H. Rider Haggard.

Sharon Fulton, a graduate student at Columbia, 
has written an entertaining and thought-provoking 
review of vampire fiction at Open Letters Monthly. 
Suzy McKee Charnas got the only five fang review. 
Read it all at http://tinyurl.com/5af4bw. Also note 
that The Vampire Tapestry, the Charnas classic, 
was reprinted in August. 

Neil Gaiman’s newest, The Graveyard Book, is 
currently at the top of the New York Times list of 
childrens’ bestsellers. Read about this book and his 
other projects in an interview at TheStar.com: http:
//tinyurl.com/56aqux.

Here’s a chance to read a piece by Robert 
Heinlein you may not have read before. Kevin 
Kelly of Wired magazine has posted a copy of a 
form letter that Mr. Heinlein used when answering 
fan mail. Mr. Kelly describes it very well: “In the 
days before the internet, Heinlein’s solution was 
fabulous. He created a one page FAQ answer sheet 
--  minus the questions. Then he, or rather his wife 
Ginny, checked off the appropriate answer and 
mailed it back.  While getting a form letter back 
might be thought rude, it was much better than 
being ignored, and besides, the other questions you 
did not ask were also answered! Indeed, it is both 
remarkable and heartwarming that Heinlein replied 
at all to most mail. Can you imagine other great 
authors doing the same -- even with a form letter? 
Heinlein’s form is very entertaining to read because 
you are forced to reconstruct the missing requests. 
“ Mr. Kelly has posted an image of the typewritten 
letter at http://tinyurl.com/6bz9xl.

John Klima has posted three free stories from 
Electric Velocipede’s first double issue. Read them 
at http://www.electricvelocipede.com/.

Dennis Virzi notified the FACTlist on Oct. 29 
that “Christine Morris, the wife of artist Harry 
O. Morris, was killed in a bus accident in Mexico 
on Friday, Oct. 24, 2008. Harry got the news on 
Saturday from the American consulate in Mexico. 
There were nine killed and Harry said they told 
him it was a two bus head-on collision on a blind 
curve in the mountains. He is going to have her 
body cremated and sent back here. There will be a 
memorial later.” Dr. Christine Morris was involved 
in the first few ArmadilloCons.  Mr. Morris has 
been both Fan Guest of Honor and Artist Guest 
of Honor at ArmadilloCon. The two of them wrote 
an introduction to H. P. Lovecraft’s “ The Plague-
Daemon” for Alibi.com’s 2006 Halloween Issue, 

which you can read at http://tinyurl.com/6hr88r.
Judith Moffett (a favorite author of your editor) 

has a new novel. The Bird Shaman, the concluding 
novel of the Holy Ground trilogy, is now available 
from Amazon. 

SCIFI’s Dark Roasted Blend site recently posted 
an appreciation of the works of C.L. Moore and 
Henry Kuttner. Read it at http://tinyurl.com/
6n8sdv. Fans of C.L. Moore include Michael Chabon 
(see Chabon item in this column), and Isle Press 
(an advertiser in the ArmadilloCon 30 book) has 
reprinted some of her work. 

According to SFScope, FACT member and 
author Lawrence Person will have a piece in the 
February issue of The Magazine of Fantasy and 
Science Fiction. See the announcement at http:
//tinyurl.com/5ak7yz.

SFWA member C. Petit, who is also a lawyer, 
has posted an interesting discussion of the issues 
relating to the literary estate of Andre Norton at 
http://tinyurl.com/6k5hdx. 

The Lone Star Stories Reader, an anthology 
of stories from the first twenty-five issues of 
the webzine Lone Star Stories, is now available 
from Amazon and Barnes & Noble. Contributors 
include Martha Wells, who was Guest of Honor at 
ArmadilloCon in 2002.

©1996 Cheryl Nordgulen
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Martha Wells’ story “Houses of the Dead” was 
published in Black Gate #12. (www.blackgate.com).  
It is a Giliead and Ilias story, a prequel to the Fall of 
Ile-Rien trilogy. 

Juno Books is offering a free anthology of classic 
ghost stories for Halloween. The 117-page pdf file, 
available at this link contains five stories, including 
“Kerfol” by Edith Wharton (1916) and “Spunk” by 
Zora Neale Hurston (1925). Download the e-book 
for free at http://www.juno-books.com/Juno_ghost_
stories.pdf.

Media News
An article in SFGate recently noted that “frak,” 

the invented curse used in Battlestar Galactica, 
is seeping into common usage. The article quotes 
Dilbert creator Scott Adams as calling the word 
“pure genius.” Read the entire SFGate article at 
http://tinyurl.com/57lldq.

FACT member Laurie May shared a bit of great 
news for Terry Pratchett fans. The British live 
action adaptation of  Colour of Magic is coming 
to the US. The four-hour miniseries will air in its 
entirety on  ION on Saturday, Nov. 23.  The DVD 
will be out in Britain in December, but no word 

on the US yet. Providers for ION include Time 
Warner Austin, Direct TV and Dish Network. For 
more information, see http://www.tinyurl.com.au/
x.php?1e1e. The Coventry Telegraph published 
an interview with the director, Vadim Jean that 
includes the feedback he got from Mr. Pratchett: 
“Having seen the first draft, Pratchett asked to meet 
Vadim and, to his relief, told him: ‘I really like it, 
largely because it’s mainly my own words.’” Read 
the entire interview at http://www.tinyurl.com.au/
x.php?1fro.

The io9.com website previews and reviews SF and 
weird movies. One of their bloggers has mapped 
clusters of zombie movies to wars and other social 
problems. The result is interesting. See it at http:
//tinyurl.com/6dqvrm.

Yahoo has posted nine photos from the upcoming 
Star Trek film. See them at http://tinyurl.com/
6ynhrb.

Convention Listing
Nov. 7-9: Wizard World Texas, Arlington 

Convention Center, Arlington, TX. 
www.wizardworld.com/home-tx.html

Nov. 14-16: G-Kon III, Dallas Market Hall, 2200 N 
Stemmons Fwy, Dallas, TX. www.g-kon.com

Nov. 21-23: Oni-Con, Hilton Americas, 1600 Lamar, 
Houston, TX. Preregister online for $35 (discount for 
groups). www.oni-con.com

Mar. 13-15, 2009: Corflu Zed, Hotel Zeca, Seattle, 
WA. Attending $65; supporting $20. http://corflu.org

Apr. 24-26, 2009: Conestoga 13, Tulsa, OK. Note 
the change in month. http://www.sftulsa.org/
conestoga/

Aug. 14-16, 2009: ArmadilloCon 31, Austin, TX. 
Adult memberships $35 until March 29. http://
www.armadillocon.org

Oct. 29-Nov. 1, 2009: World Fantasy Convention 
2009, San Jose, CA. Note that a date change was 
announced on Oct. 22. People who can not make the 
new dates will be able to get a refund: http://www.wo
rldfantasy2009.org.

Book Groups
Monday, Nov. 3, 7-8 PM: North Austin Reading 

Group. (North Village Branch of the Austin Public 
Library, 2139 W. Anderson Ln) Gordath Wood by 
Austin writer Patrice Sarath. Optional dinner follows.

Wednesday, Nov. 12, 7 PM: Dark Forces Reading 
Group, Flightpath Coffee House, The Umbrella 
Academy: Apocalypse Suite by Gerard Way & Gabriel 
Bá.

Monday, Nov. 17, 7 PM, Bookpeople: The 
Ludicrous Speed Book Group will discuss Ubik by ©1983 Alicia Austin & George Barr
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Philip K. Dick.
Tuesday, Nov. 18, 7-8 PM: North Austin 

Reading Group. (home of organizer; contact 
reading@fact.org for details) The Blade Itself by Joe 
Abercrombie. Optional dinner follows.

Thursday, Nov. 20, 7-8 PM: South Austin 
Reading Group (Pleasant Hill Branch, Austin 
Public Library, 211 E. William Cannon Dr.). Grave 
Sight by Charlaine Harris.
Thursday, Nov. 27 (Thurs.), 7-8:30 PM, Barnes 

& Noble Arboretum Café, Science and Religion in 
Fiction Book Club (Center for Inquiry). NO MEETING 
THIS MONTH.

Monday, Dec. 1, 7-8 PM: North Austin Reading 
Group. (North Village Branch of the Austin Public 
Library, 2139 W. Anderson Ln) Kitty and the Midnight 
Hour by Carrie Vaughn. Optional dinner follows.

Gaming
Saturday, Nov. 8, 6 PM: Adult Gaming (the Price 

house; contact tbrianp@sbcglobal.net for details). 
Saturdays, 12-8 PM, Great Hall Games: Austin 

Board Gamers meet at store for gaming.

Social Events
Friday, Nov. 28, 7:30-10:30 PM, Ursa Major 

Party/Meet-Up, San Antonio. Call Lynn for 
directions and to confirm location: 210-218-2800. 
www.groups.yahoo.com/group/UrsaMajorSciFi

Writing
2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7-10 PM: Slug Tribe, Hancock 

Rec Center (41st and Red River) in Activity Room #2
Alternate Wednesdays, 7-9 PM, Austin Creative 

Writers (Nov. 12 & 26). Borders Bookstore at 
The Domain (near the cafe area). Critique group 
(novels & short stories). For more information, go to 
groups.yahoo.com/group/austincreativewriting.

Reading Group Reports
-- Submitted by A.T. Campbell, III

August 17: The Automatic Detective by A. Lee Martinez
This special meeting was held at ArmadilloCon. Our 

topic was The Automatic Detective, a robot mystery 
novel written by A. Lee Martinez, one of the authors 
attending the con. We had a dozen attendees, 
including the ArmadilloCon Fan Guest of Honor and 
one visitor from Dallas. Six of us had read Martinez 
before. Ten started the book, and eight finished.

We enjoyed the narrator, Mike Megaton, who 
was built to be a warrior robot but developed the 
“free will glitch” and turned on his creator. Some 

commented that his narration and adventures 
(particularly getting beat up often) are reminiscent 
of Raymond Chandler’s Philip Marlowe.  We thought 
his descriptions were good, and appropriate for a noir 
adventure. The book had a clever innovation where 
robots who develop free will can enroll in a grassroots 
program to become citizens.

Another favorite character was Lucia, a beautiful, 
rich, and brilliant woman who emerges as a major 
character. The women in our group were impressed 
by how well Martinez, a male author, wrote with such 
insight about a female. 

Several members of the group commented on how 
well the book was written and the story flowed. As 
one person put it, “the film did not break.”  We loved 
little touches like the robot putting a child’s drawing 
on the door of his (empty) refrigerator, bad robots 
painted orange and chartreuse, and an intelligent 
gorilla who loves Jane Austen. We liked the pulpish 
but well thought out future. One person commented 
on the clever scientific names for places, like “the 
corner of Einstein and Pythagoras.” We liked the tiny 
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alien named “Greenman,” the flying cars, the ambling 
cars, mutants, pilgrims from outer space, government 
conspiracies, and mad scientists. 

A few of the writers in the group had some technical 
issues with the book. One person said the narrative 
voice didn’t work for her. Another had a problem with 
how effectively the first-person narrative was pulled 
off.

 We were delighted when the author dropped by 
near the end of the meeting to say hello. Martinez 
mentioned that this book came out of his love of noir 
films and pulp stories. He had some clever answers 
about the relationship between Mike and Lucia. He 
said that he tries to make each book different, so he’s 
unlikely to write a sequel. He mentioned that he’s 
moving to a new publisher, and he hopes to continue 
writing one book a year.  The woman from Dallas 
who attended our discussion turned out to be one of 
Martinez’s friends.

After the meeting, most of us went back to 
ArmadilloCon. Several of us went to the post-con 
dinner at the County Line on the Lake.

September 2: Babel-17 by Samuel R. Delany
Nine people gathered at A. T.’s house to discuss 

Babel-17, Delany’s classic New Wave novel. 
Additionally, two submitted commented by email. All 
of us had read the author before. Eight started the 
book, and five finished. 

We like the book’s examination of language theory. 
A strong element was the development of the idea 
of language as shaping the mind and world view 
of the person. One person commented that he 
enjoyed reading a rare novel that mentioned the 
word “FORTRAN.” A few of us felt the presentation of 
language theory here seemed dated. 

One of our female readers commented that the 
female main character, Rydra Wong, was well-
handled by the male author. She liked the matter-of-
fact descriptions of this world that differed from our 
own in many ways, particularly the extensive use of 

body modification.  
Most of us had read the book before, and we 

commented on how different it was on a second 
reading. Several of us thought Delany’s writing and 
imagery held up well. One appreciated the social 
imagery littering the background of the story and 
commented on the concision of the language. Another 
person said that the book was shocking on his initial 
reading, and now seemed tame.  

Some who’d read a lot of Delany noted the 
recurring Delany motifs including bisexuality, lots of 
descriptions of hands, and a drifting loner who can 
be both violent and tender. A few noted that this book 
directly references the events in Empire Star, another 
Delany book written about the same time. 

Most of us felt the book was a joy to read and 
deserving of its classic status. We generally agreed 
that Babel-17 is Delany’s most accessible work. 

Near the end of the meeting, we discussed other 
SF novels dealing with language.  Books mentioned 
include The Languages of Pao by Vance, 1984 by 
Orwell, Snow Crash by Stephenson, and The Dragons 
of Babel by Swanwick. 

After the meeting, several of us had a nice dinner at 
Culver’s.

September 15: Last Dragon by J. M. McDermott
This meeting at the North Village library had nine 

attendees. Our topic was Last Dragon, a first fantasy 
novel by Texas author J. M. McDermott.  Seven of us 
started the book, and three finished.

One person commented that this book was tough 
going.  He thought the storytelling was convoluted 
but could be followed, but ultimately could not 
see the point of it. He thought the basic plot, 
unscrambled, was fairly interesting, but not worth 
the journey.

Another person read the first few pages and gave 
up. She felt the author should have earned our trust 
by writing something interesting early in the book, 
to give us faith that he could pull off the challenging 
story structure. She compared it with Gravity’s 
Rainbow by Thomas Pynchon, which starts with a 
great breakfast scene to get the reader engaged.

One reader felt the writing had some nice turns of 
phrase, but it quickly became apparent that this was 
not the type of fantasy plot she finds entertaining. 
She felt the huge narrative jumps in point of view, 
time, and space between short passages did not 
always work. And despite a story dealing with love, 
dying, and murder, the book never felt exciting. While 
the book is supposedly being narrated by an older 
woman reminiscing on her past, she felt that nobody 
would really tell a story this way. She felt that the 
narrative approach keeps readers at a distance from 
the story, so that we can’t get close enough to the 
characters to learn about and relate to them.

“..when you learn another 
tongue, you learn the way 

another people see the 
world, the universe.”

- Samuel R. Delany,   
Babel-17
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Another attendee read the book almost straight 
through. She said this was about the only way 
to get through the book, since otherwise it would 
be like going back to a nursing home to continue 
a conversation. She was looking forward to the 
story having a payoff involving the murder of the 
protagonist’s daughter, but felt the book did not 
deliver. She was also hopeful that an endangered 
species element would develop, but it too 
disappointed. She commented that the narrator 
might not even be the right person to tell this story, 
since she’s really the sidekick to the person the book 
is really about. She also complained that the book 
had few fantasy elements.

Others commented that the author should have 
learned to write a conventional narrative before 
attempting such an ambitious narrative strategy. 
We questioned whether this strategy was even 
appropriate to the story being told. Comparisons were 
made with applying the storytelling structure of the 
movie Memento to a teen sex comedy.

Another person finished reading Last Dragon to the 
end but said it took him several times longer than 
any other book. He found the story so uninteresting 
that he took breaks several times and read entire 
novels by other writers. He felt that many mechanical 
elements of the writing in this book were wrong. He 
found some scenes flowed well, but others did not. He 
complained that the book used italics for too many 
things: conversation, songs, poetry, emphasis, and 
commentary by a person other than the narrator. 
The same scene was repeated multiple times from 
multiple viewpoints, with differences, and it’s not 
clear what actually happened. Overall he felt this 
novel had little to redeem itself.

We had problems by the book design. Several of us 
thought the recurring graphical motif of ants would 
have some relevance to the story, but it did not turn 
out that way. And while starting each short chapter 
on a new page looked elegant, many of us found this 
aspect made it easy to put the book down.

Several of us had met the author at ArmadilloCon 
and liked him. We thought he was a nice man and 
wanted to like his book. We were disappointed.

After reading the book, some of us looked up its 
extremely positive reviews (by Jeff VanderMeer 
and Paul Witcover) to determine what others had 
liked about it. We were surprised to find they liked 
everything we disliked about the book. We will now 
be wary of their opinions. After the meeting, we had a 
nice dinner at The Frisco.

The Reading Group organizer has a personal 
postscript. The day after our discussion, I attended 
the Austin Game Developers Conference. Near the 
end of the afternoon I saw a familiar face from the 
science fiction community: the young author whose 
book we had just discussed. At first we talked about 

ArmadilloCon, which we both enjoyed. Then he 
asked what the book group thought of his novel. I 
wanted to be polite but honest, so I simply told him 
“we didn’t get it.” He was actually OK with that (he’d 
clearly heard it before) and quite gracious. He talked 
a bit about his writing influences (all authors known 
to have limited appeal like Hal Duncan and Italo 
Calvino) and clearly wants to continue writing books 
targeted for a specialized audience. He was at the 
conference looking for game writing work. I have no 
idea what kind of game he might write.

FACT Board Meeting: September 2008
The monthly meeting of the board of directors for 

the Fandom Association of Central Texas was called 
to order on Saturday, 20 September 2008 by Board 
Chair Brian Price at 802 Chiselpoint Cove, Round 
Rock, Texas, at 1:18 p.m.. Present in addition to the 
chair were FACT President Karen Meschke, Directors 
Charles Siros, Kurt Baty and Elizabeth Burton. 
Director Jennifer Juday arrived at 1:26 p.m., Director 
C. Dan Tolliver at 1:30 p.m.

The secretary presented the minutes of the August 
meeting. There being no additions or corrections, it 
was moved by Mr. Siros, seconded by Mr. Baty that 
the minutes be approved as presented. In absence of 
objections, Mr. Price declared the motion passed.

CORRESPONDENCE: None

OFFICER REPORTS
CHAIR
Mr. Price said he has not engaged extensively in 
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FACT activities recently other than to reschedule the 
board meeting in anticipation of possible closures 
relating to Hurricane Ike. 

PRESIDENT
Ms. Meschke advised she has renewed the rental on 

the post office box and sent the bank materials to the 
treasurer. 

VICE-PRESIDENT
No report

TREASURER
Ms. Moul reported via email that as of 8/31/2008 

the account balances were: ArmadilloCon: $3,663.26; 
FACT: $11,483.08; World Fantasy: $10,875.41.

Deposits outstanding: FACT $502; ArmadilloCon: 
$3,697.68; World Fantasy: n/a.

Debits outstanding: FACT $3,622; ArmadilloCon: 
$481; World Fantasy: n/a.

SECRETARY
Ms. Burton stated she sent the text for the 

scholarship application to Ms. Antell for the 
website. She officially thanked Matthew Duarte 
for his unstinting help with the book mailing at 
ArmadilloCon. 

REGISTRAR
Mr. Hollas reported active members numbered 76 

as of the date of the meeting. Expired memberships 
numbered 21, while inactive memberships numbered 
55.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES MANAGER
No report

HISTORIAN
Mr. Tolliver reported people seemed to enjoy the 

historical display at ArmadilloCon. 

MIS
Ms. Antell reported that she investigated the claims 

by a member that her company had sent spam to 
people who received the ArmadilloCon survey and 
found them to be unfounded.  The individuals, she 
said, were included in an unrelated mailing list.

She advised she was aware the board has concerns 
about the FACT database being hosted on the 
CRM system of her employer and said she had 
received no response to a suggestion that FACT 
seek an agreement to keep the system there without 
charge as a supported charity of the company, She 
recommended this system remain in place until the 
next officer election.  At that time, she advised, she 
will be stepping down as MIS manager and that will 

give her replacement a chance to find a solution that 
meets the needs of FACT.

Ms. Antell said her main activity over the previous 
month was working on the ArmadilloCon website, 
which will continue to be her major focus for the 
coming month. She requested that anyone who finds 
articles suitable for the news section on the front 
page send her the link.

PUBLICATIONS
Ms. Juday advised she is waiting for Ms. Moul to 

send invoices for the outstanding ad payables for the 
ArmadilloCon website. Ms. Burton advised she will 
be contacting Ms. Moul shortly and will remind her. 
The August FACT Sheet, which was delayed by work 
on convention-related projects, went out via email; 
the print version will be disbursed next week, She is 
currently working on the September issue.

QUARTERMASTER
Mr. Siros advised rental on the interior unit is paid 

up through September and the exterior through 
June. A work session to clear out the interior unit 
will be set up tentatively for the weekend after the 
October board meeting, requiring the rental be paid 
for at least one more month.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
ARMADILLOCON 30
Mr. Baty stated a need to review the finances with 

Ms. Moul to verify the balances, as he felt they should 
be larger. Attendance was about 455, including 
participants, although the actual gate be slightly 
lower because the count includes people who bought 
a day pass then came back. However, he feels the 
convention was very successful. He added that the 
breakdown meeting had been held. 

ARMADILLOCON 31
Ms. Antell advised she has a skeleton website up 

and hopes to flesh out the content in the coming 
month. However, Ms. Juday advised she has serious 
reservations regarding the design, which incorporates 
a modified version of an official trademark. Upon 
reviewing the site, the other members of the board 
concurred. Mr. Price will contact Ms. Antell and 
advise her of this concern and ask that the current 
website be removed until permission is obtained from 
the company involved or a new design implemented.

She will be attending Fencon, and noted Mr. Siros 
has agreed to organize the promotional party there 
for her.

WORLD FANTASY CONVENTION
Ms. Antell advised she is waiting for Ms. Moul’s 

address and the final balance in the WFC account 
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so she can send a check to close the account. Ms. 
Burton advised she will provide the information.

Ms. Antell recommend FACT send a donation to 
the Rosenberg Library in Galveston, which suffered 
severe water damage during the hurricane, as was 
done for the two libraries affected by Katrina. She 
also suggested we might determine whether Friends 
of Fandom needs help with anything.

HOTEL COMMITTEE
Renee Babcock reported via email that the hotel 

committee met last weekend.  While aware the 
Doubletree is happy with ArmadilloCon this year, the 
committee is concerned that the convention cannot 
make the same benchmarks next year because there 
will be no bump from WorldCon as there was this 
year.  The committee is especially concerned that 
the room block is too large, as it’s about 50 room 
nights higher than our previous contract.  They are 
also concerned that the room rates have gone to 
above $100 a night as they feel it is a psychological 
barrier for a lot of people, based on the results of 
the survey the committee did last month. They will 
approach the Doubletree to see if these issues can 
be renegotiated along with a few other aspects of the 
current contract.

The committee will also discuss with the Doubletree 
their business needs to see if they coincide with 
ours, given it appears they are being asked by their 
corporate office to increase revenue while we are not 
able to continue to absorb higher costs.

The committee, while desiring to preserve the 
Doubletree venue, will go into negotiation with other 
hotels, and have identified several they will visit and 
discuss possibilities with management. However, this 
will not likely happen before the next board meeting.)

Ms. Babcock noted that Conestoga has moved their 
date from late July, and advised the committee will 
consider those dates as an alternative.  However, 
advised the change of date was the result of conflicts 
with ComicCon, which have to be kept that in mind 
along with the traditional dates for ApolloCon to avoid 
holding conventions too close together.

BYLAWS COMMITTEE
No report

READING GROUPS
Ms. Juday advised that the North Group has 

started submitting regular reports to the newsletter 
and suggested the South Group do likewise even 
when there is nothing to report as a means of 
reminding the membership of its existence. She noted 
that no one liked the last book the North Group read. 
Ms. Burton advised the South Group will continue to 
meet even if she is the only one present, and noted 
she knows she has been remiss about tending to the 

various promotional ideas she has planned.

SAN ANTONIO CONVENTION EXPLORATION 
COMMITTEE

No report

OLD BUSINESS
1. Merchant Account: The application has been 

submitted and we are awaiting set-up.
2. Domain Name Purchase Request: There has been 

no response to the MIS manager’s email citing the 
board’s price.

3. Laptop Purchase/Quickbooks: Ms. Moul advised 
she has purchased QuickBooks for Non-profits and 
is setting up the accounts therein; Mr. Price advised 
he has a laptop with corrupted Windows XP that 
prompted his purchasing a new computer. He stated 
he will donate the older unit to FACT once repairs 
have been effected.

4. Membership Committee: Ms. Burton noted the 
need for this has been discussed numerous times in 
the past on the basis of finding someone to chair it. 
As that seems unlikely in the near future, she offered 
to chair with the assistance of the registrar, the 
publications manager and perhaps the treasurer.

5. Scholarships: The scholarship committee 
recommended that the $500 budgeted for 2008 be 
offered as two $250 scholarships. The committee 
members were to hold a brief meeting after 
adjournment to finalize wording of the website 
text and establish the deadline for submission of 
applications.

There being no other business before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 2:12 p.m.
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