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NEBULA 2008 REDUX

The Theme -- “Texas Hospitality”
Austin had the honor of hosting the Nebula Awards 

April 24-27, 2008. A big thanks and congratulations 
go out to Karen Meschke and her committee for mak-
ing the 2008 Nebula Awards a success.

Fun & Fine Dining in Hospitality Suite
The Hospitality Suite for the 2008 Nebula Awards 

(which was run with precision and flair by Sandy 
Del Monte) was held in the Chambers Room, which 
was the hotel bar’s first location in the Omni Hotel. 
We understood that it is soon to be converted to a 
spa instead (such a loss!). On that Friday, though, 
it was filled with food and drink. Event Chair Karen 
Meschke had recruited a number of local folk to bring 
in their favorite homemade goodies, with the idea of 
showing the Nebs attendees a real Texas welcome. 
People who participated included Stina Leicht (who 
is running the ArmadilloCon 30 Writers’ Workshop) 
and FACT members Elze Hamilton (whose dish was 
both tasty and healthy), Jennifer Juday, and Kathy 
Kimbriel, who brought a flourless chocolate cake. 
Dee Hayden brought warm peach cobbler that was 
talked about long after it was gone. Writer and com-
mittee member Bev Hale made and shared a huge jug 
of truly divine sangria. There was a line at the bar at 
one point, including people who had glasses held out 
for seconds. By popular demand (okay, begging), Ms. 
Hale posted the recipe for her Nebulas Sangria on her 
blog afterwards  (tinyurl.com/5nchm9). FACT mem-
ber Cheryl Ducoin was on hand Friday night leading 
a contest that involved tasting Texas wines. 

There was some concern that the heat wave that 
arrived on Thursday would put people off, but we 
understand that the electrical storm that lit up the 
Austin skies on Friday night was much enjoyed by a 
number of visitors.

FACT member Kim Antell earned special thanks 

from Ms. Meschke for holding the hospitality suite 
open on Saturday night during the banquet.

Fabulous Book Bags
Members were given a great selection of books to 

sample, including: Tobias S. Buckell’s Crystal Rain 
(Tor); Michael Chabon’s Gentlemen of the Road (Del 
Rey); Waking Brigid by Francis Clark (Tor); Hunter’s 
Run by George R.R. Martin, Gardner Dozois & Daniel 
Abraham (Eos/Harper Collins); The Automatic Detec-
tive by A. Lee Martinez (Tor); Singularity’s Ring by 
Paul Melko (Tor); Parallel Worlds Book 1: Paraworld 
Zero by Matthew Peterson (Blue Works); Transhuman 
edited by Mark L. Van Name (who was recently in the 
news for winning the Compton Crook Award)  and 
T.K.F. Weisskopf (Baen). 

Getting Ready -- “Like Prom Night”
Author and editor Lee Martindale graced us with 

highlights from this year’s Nebulas as well as a favor-
ite moment from Nebulas Past (see page 4).

The centerpiece of a Nebula Weekend is, of course, 
the banquet and awards ceremony. And most at-
tendees avail themselves of the prime opportunity to 
break out the finery and gussy-up.

This year, for reasons unknown and you’ll not catch 
me looking a gift mustang in the mouth to count its 
teeth, the Omni hotel saw fit to upgrade my accom-
modations. I found myself lodged in a two-bedroom 
suite on the 17th floor. So when Bev Hale, C.J. Mills, 
and Katharine Kimbriel mentioned needing a place to 
get ready for the evening, I was happily in a position 
to offer such a place.

It’s a bit hard to describe. Four female SF&F writers 
reverting to Prom Night. Silks, brocades, and velvets 
flying everywhere. Hot-and-cold running make-up 
and hair assistance, liberally seasoned with giggling.  
And the four of us stepping out looking Very Fine, In-
deed.  It turned into a fun beginning to a fun evening.

Front row: A. C. Crispin, accept-
ing for Melisa Michaels, SFWA 
Service Award; Ardath Mayhar 
-- Author Emeritus; Michael Moor-
cock -- Damon Knight Memorial 
Grand Master; Keith W. Stokes, 
accepting for Graham P. Collins, 
SFWA Service Award
Back row: Gordon Van Gelder, 
accepting for Ted Chiang, Best 
Novelette; Michael Chabon, Best 
Novel; Nancy Kress, Best Novella; 
Karen Joy Fowler, Best Short 
Story; Connie Willis, accepting for 
Guillermo del Toro, Best Script; 
Matthew Duarte, (FACT member 
and son of Karen Meschke and 
Fred Duarte) accepting for J. K. 
Rowling, Andre Norton Award 
Upper left: Karen Meschke, Chair, 
getting things done.

Photo copyright 2008 by Dan 
Tolliver.
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John Moore As MC
FACT member John Moore acted as Master of Cere-

monies. Though he looked a bit nervous in the Hospi-
tality Suite the night before, he carried things off just 
fine. He helped give banquet attendees a proper taste 
of Texas hospitality.

Landsale Shone as Toastmaster
From FACT member Elze Hamilton, along with most 

of Acceptance Speeches section.  The speech by Toast-
master Joe Lansdale was the highly anticipated high-
light of the 2008 Nebula Awards ceremony. As many 
in Texas fandom know, Lansdale is pretty darned 
funny. The main theme of his speech was that Texas 
is such a weird place it can’t help but inspire science 
fiction. Here are some highlights (though it is hard to 
do him justice).

This is a true story. It happened long ago, when his 
son was four years old and phones still had cords at-
tached to them. 

One morning, Joe heard a knock on the door. He 
opened it. A lady was standing there. She wore a wool 
cap pulled down to her ears, a heavy coat and galosh-
es. Strange, since it was about 110 degrees outside.

She asked, “Can I use your phone? It’s an emer-
gency.” 

He let her. From what he could tell, the woman 
called her mother. As she talked, she grew more and 
more agitated. Next thing he knew, the lady was on 
the floor having an epileptic seizure. 

He tried to help, making sure she didn’t bite her 
tongue. Meanwhile, the woman’s mother was still 
yakking on the phone. He hung up and called an 
ambulance. 

Then he went out into the front yard. A bunch of 

strangers was standing there. One of them, a woman 
with a big Bible under her arm, asked, “Is there a 
strange lady at your house who asked to use the 
phone and then had a fit? 

Joe said, “Yes, she’s here having a fit right now.” 
Then the ambulance came, and one of the paramed-

ics asked, “Man, are you a writer? Let me tell you 
about my book!”

Joe said, “Yes, I’m a writer, but this is really not a 
good time. Let’s just get this lady out of here!”

So the paramedics put the woman on a stretcher 
and threw her in the ambulance. They didn’t gently 
lift her. They literally tossed her in. Then they told 
Joe, “She does it all the time. Goes to people’s hous-
es, asks to use their phone, and has a seizure.”

This was so bizarre that Joe started to think of it as 
a science fiction story. Perhaps the epileptic lady was 
an alien? The crowd of people who came after her

-- were they aliens too? Were they hunting her? Et 
cetera. So this is how life in Texas inspires a science 
fiction writer.

Joe’s friend Neal Barrett, another Austin SF writer, 
who has had weird things happen to him since child-
hood. When he was five years old, his dad gave him 
a special Christmas present. He told his son to look 
under the Christmas tree. There was a toy house. 
Dad said, “See that tiny door? Slide it open!” 

The boy slid the door open. A white puppy ran out 
and proceeded to bite him several times in a face. The 
puppy then chased the father around the tree, bit-
ing him too. The puppy turned out to be rabid. As a 
Christmas present, both father and son got a series 
of shots in the belly. 

“When stuff like that happens to you, you can’t 
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Reminder - FACT Boat Trip June 14 -
RSVP Required By June 9

FACT’s annual boat trip is scheduled for Saturday, 
June 14, from 11 AM SHARP to 3 PM SHARP. Come 
on out and enjoy the outdoors and convivial conver-
sation. We will be renting a barge from Just For Fun 
Marina adjacent to Carlos and Charlie’s at the end 
of Hudson Bend.

DO NOT BE LATE! The barge leaves the dock 
promptly at 11 AM and will return us to the dock 
at 3 PM. The adventure is a perk of membership in 
FACT, but non FACToids who join us should pony 
up $21 to join in the merriment. (We will welcome it 
if you wish to chip in additional funds to help defray 
costs, but it is not required.) 

As is traditional, FACT will provide burgers, hot 
dogs, chips and sodas. Members are encouraged 
to bring sides, desserts, sunscreen, bathing  suits, 
beer, towels, music CDs, astrology charts, etc.

Please RSVP to Willie Siros no later than Mon-
day June 9 so we know how much food to buy: 
acs@crimeandspace.com.

FACT member Cheryl Ducoin speaks to author Bruce Sterling. 
Cheryl was later seen leading a wine tasting in the Hospitality 
Suite. Photo copyright 2008 by Elze Hamliton.



help but grow up to be a science fiction writer,” said 
Lansdale.

Acceptance Speeches
After the toastmaster’s half an hour of entertain-

ment it was time to announce this year’s Nebula 
winners. The acceptance speeches were often enter-
taining too. Guillermo del Toro, who won in the script 
category for “Pan’s Labyrinth,” sent a short, touch-
ingly humble speech. “Can I now say I am one of 
you,” he asked, meaning science fiction pros. “Can I? 
Can I?” 

The winner for the best novel, Michael Chabon,  
said he had dreamed about winning a Nebula since 
he was twelve.

Karen Joy Fowler, the short story award winner, 
gave a moving statement when she said this award 
weekend was very special to her because she got to 
visit her friends in Austin. Even without the award 
she was already having a very good day.

San Antonio artist John Picacio, who has illustrated 
some of Moorcock’s books, introduced the Grand 
Master of the SFWA Award, saying “Many great writ-
ers are measured by what came before them, but 
Mike’s greatness continues to be measured by what 
has come after him. I’m not talking about his leg-
endary Multiverse of characters and stories, but a 
multiverse of writers, artists, and creators worldwide 
that have either had their careers single-handedly 
launched by Mike, or been directly influenced by him 
at a primal level” (quote from www.multiverse.org).

Michael Moorcock said in his acceptance speech 
that science fiction has gained considerable main-
stream acceptance since the days when the media 
viewed SF writers and fans as “geeks with slide rules 
for genitals.” He also shared an amusing story from 
his early days in Texas decades ago. At a neighbor-
hood bar he once admitted that he voted socialist in 
the last election. Suddenly the room got very quiet. 

An 8-foot tall guy with a cowboy hat wide enough 
to cover a few New England states walked out from 
behind the bar. Moorcock was just hoping the guy 
would consider it too uncool to kill him. But the guy 
came up to him, slapped his arm around Michael’s 
shoulder, and said: “Mike, you’re a true Texan!” And 
that’s an example of why Michael Moorcock likes 
Texas. 

FACT Member Accepts Andre Norton 
Award

While not yet having written any books that the 
editor knows of, FACT member Matthew Duarte did 
get to accept an award. J.K. Rowling won the Andre 
Norton Award for Young Adult Science Fiction and 
Fantasy. In the absence of Ms. Rowling, Mr. Duarte 
(son of event Chair Karen Meschke and Fred Duarte) 
accepted the award. Mr. Duarte is a huge Rowling 
fan, having grown up reading her books.

The People That Made Nebula Awards 
2008 Happen

Chair: Karen Meschke; Art: John Picacio; Author 
Emeritus & Toastmaster Liaison: Scott Cupp; Auto-
graphing: BookPeople, Peggy Hailey; Banquet: Lillian 
Butler, Beverly Hale; Book Acquisition: Dee Hayden; 
Florist: Madeleine Reardon Dimond; Hospitality: 
Sandy Del Monte; Grand Master Liaison: Beverly 
Hale; Hotel: Fred Duarte; Nebula Awards Emcee: 
John Moore; Norton Liaison: Stina Leicht; Photog-
rapher: Milaka Falk; Programing: Lee Martindale; 
Publications: Pat Virzi; Publicity: Jayme Blaschke; 
Registration: Laura Domitz; Restaurant Information: 

The FACT Sheet -May 2008 - 4

Nebulas Past: A Favorite Moment 
from Lee Martindale

Seattle, 2004: At the back of the room at the 
Seattle Nebulas Banquet and Awards, a table had 
assembled over which a Texas flag could have le-
gitimately and happily flown.  I’d begun it by sliding 
my wheelchair into an easily accessible spot (hence, 
back of the room), and been joined by Karen Me-
schke, Laura Domitz, and other kindred souls.  A 
merry company, indeed.

Came time for the announcement of the Nebula 
for Novel, and we were all holding our breath.  
They announced Elizabeth Moon’s  Speed of 
Dark, and...well...there’s no other word for it...we 
squealed.  En masse. The entire table. I have it on 
good authority that Elizabeth was too shocked at 
the time to notice and be embarrassed by our dis-
play, and it’s probably a very good thing.

“Local Boy Accepts Accolades!” Matthew Duarte accepted the An-
dre Norton Award on behalf of J. K. Rowling. Photo copyright 2008 
by Dan Tolliver.



A.T. Campbell III, Sara Felix, Lawrence Person; Vol-
unteers: Katharine Kimbriel, Keith West, Elizabeth 
Moon, Alexis Glynn Latner, Melissa Tatum, Mat-
thew Duarte, Cheryl Ducion, C.J. Mills, Nancy Jane 
Moore, Ed Dravecky, Robyn Winens, Dan Tolliver, 
Wendy Synder, Chuck Siros, Willie Siros, Jona-
than Miles, Heidi Berthiaume; Alamo Treasurer: Bill 
Parker; Web page: Ruta.

Thanks also to FACT for the use of convention 
equipment.

Karen Meschke contributed to several sectios of this 
article.

Rick Riordan Signing Sunday, June 8
 The Barnes & Noble Booksellers (10000 Research 

Blvd., Austin Arboretum will host a Rick Riordan 
event for The Battle of the Labyrinth at 3:00 PM on 
Sunday, June 8th.  Mr. Riordan usually does a read-
ing, Q&A, then a signing.  Since they expect to have 
a lot of people out for that event, Barnes & Noble will 
give out line tickets beginning at 9:00 am that morn-
ing for the signing portion of the event (in order to 
have an orderly system of getting customers through 
the line).  From 2:00 to 3:00 PM, they will have activi-
ties and games related to Greek mythology... for any 
kids that would like to join in.

William Gibson Reading & Signing 
Scheduled for Wednesday, June 11!
William Gibson is coming to Barnes & Noble Book-

sellers (10000 Research Blvd., Austin Arboretum) on 
Wednesday, June 11, at 7:30 PM for a reading and 
signing of Spook Country. Since he will draw a pretty 
big crowd, Barnes & Noble will give out line tickets 
beginning at 3:00 PM that day for the signing line 

portion of the event.

Readings & Signings By Steven Saylor 
on June 5, 10 and 11

Texas author Steven Saylor has a number of events 
coming up. Saylor has written a series of novels set in 
ancient Rome, as well as short fiction that has been 
published in places like The Magazine of Fantasy & 
Science Fiction and Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine. 
He has a new novel, The Triumph of Caesar: A Novel 
in Ancient Rome, the newest in his series of histori-
cal mysteries set in the ancient Rome of Cicero and 
Caesar and featuring Goridanus the Finder. 

On Thursday, June 5, Mr. Saylor will speak and 
sign books at BookPeople, 603 North Lamar Blvd., 
Austin. 

He will discuss the new novel on Tuesday, June 10, 
2008 at the Austin Public Library, Millwood Branch, 
12500 Amherst Drive. A book signing will follow the 
program. Free and open to the public.  

On Wednesday, June 11, at 7 PM, Mr. Saylor will 
speak at the Georgetown Public Library (where read-
ers this spring chose his novel A Twist at the End 
for the fourth annual Georgetown Reads! one-com-
munity-one-book program). Copies of The Triumph of 
Caesar will be available for purchase.

ArmadilloCon 30 Updates
One of the latest additions to programming is S. An-

drew Swann, author of 17 novels published by DAW, 
including The Dragons of the Cuyahoga, The Dwarves 
of Whiskey Island and the Moreau series.

The group of pros teaching at the ArmadilloCon 30 
Writers’ Workshop has grown. Martha Wells is now 
confirmed! Also added to the schedule are: Matthew 
Bey, Julie Kenner, Patrice Sarath (tentative), and 
Sheila Williams. 

Ka-Baam! Improv Super Heroes
What is Ka-Baam? Started by former DC and cur-

rent Marvel editor Steve Wacker, Ka-Baam is a show 
that creates three comic book heroes with origins and 
adventures inspired by audience suggestions. It has 
had a successful four-year run in New York, and now 
original show participant Asaf Ronen has brought it 
to Austin.

The show runs every Saturday through July 5th, 
and every show will be different! Special guest comic 
book artists will be on hand each week to capture the 
action in pen and ink. Tickets are available for $10, 
and are available 30 minutes before showtime. For 
more info, check out kabaam.austinimprov.com.

Memorial Weekend Gathering a 
Success

FACT member Ed Scarbrough hosted a party on 
Sunday, May 25. Karen Meschke reports that both 
the food and the conversation were excellent. An im-
promptu gaming session materialized, as many avid 
gamers were in attendance, including Matthew Du-
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FACT EVENTS THIS MONTH
Monday, June 2, 7-8 PM: North Austin Reading 

Group. (North Village Branch of the Austin Public 
Library, 2139 W. Anderson Ln) Mainspring by Jay 
Lake. 
Sunday, June 8, 2-4 PM: Board Meeting (Carver 

Branch, Austin Public Library, 1161 Angelina St). 
All FACT members invited!
Saturday, June 14, 11 AM SHARP - 3 PM: FACT 

Annual Boat Trip.
Saturday, June 14, 6 PM: Adult Gaming (the Caril-

lo house; contact tbrianp@sbcglobal.net for details). 
Tuesday, June 17, 7-8 PM: North Austin Read-

ing Group. (Home of FACT member - contact 
reading@fact.org for details) Un Lun Dun by China 
Miéville.
June 26 (Thurs.), 7-8 PM, FACT South Austin 

Reading Group, Austin Public Library, Pleasant Hill 
Branch, 211 E. William Cannon Dr. Old Man’s War 
by ArmadilloCon 30 Guest of Honor John Scalzi.

Nebula Awards, continued from page 4.



arte (of Nebula acceptance speech fame). A number 
of FACT members and friends attended, including: 
Kimm Antell, Renee Babock, A.T. Campbell, III, Paul 
Carrillo, Scott Cupp, Fred Duarte, Jonathan Miles, 
Chuck Siros and Willie Siros. Thanks much to Mr. 
Scarbrough for throwing open his home and hosting 
yet another fabulous party.

FACToids and Friends
FACT member Aaron Allston notes on his website 

that this year marks the twentieth of his career as a 
professional writer. “Sometime in March 1988, my 
first novel, Web of Danger, was published. Spin-off 
fiction from the Top Secret/S.I. role-playing game 
produced by TSR, Inc., it and the other entries in the 
Double Agent series made very little splash. But it 
was my foot in the door. So here’s to anniversaries, 
and to trying not to feel old.” 

Neal Barrett, Jr., was spotted at the recent signing 
by Martha Wells, J.M. McDermott and Rob Rogers. 

Rick Klaw has two new reviews up at RevolutionSF: 
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull 
(tinyurl.com/583d6l) and Iron Man (tinyurl.com/
6bofhf).

Chris Roberson’s novel Paragaea was recently re-
viewed by Joe Crowe of RevolutionSF, who described 
it as “a step ahead of most modern fantasies,” con-
cluding “Best of all, it’s fun. It plays in the backyard 
of Philip Jose Farmer, Edgar Rice Burroughs, and 
Michael Moorcock.”

Black & White, the new suspense novel by Lewis 
Shiner, will be published by Subterranean Press 
in June. There will be a limited edition and a trade 
hardcover. 

Howard Waldrop and Lawrence Person have 
posted several new movie reviews at Locus Online: 
Iron Man (tinyurl.com/3skpjp), The Forbidden King-
dom (tinyurl.com/6zo4za), and Indiana Jones and the 
Kingdom of the Crystal Skull (tinyurl.com/4arfu2).

Media News
The game BioShock, described by FACT member 

A.T. Campbell, III, as “one of the coolest video games 
of last year,” is going to be adapted into a movie by 
Universal Pictures. The director will be Gore Verbin-
ski, who directed the Pirates of the Caribbean trilogy. 

A movie based on Blindness, a science fiction novel 
by Nobel laureate Jose Saramago, will be released 
in September. It stars Gael Garcia Bernal, Danny 
Glover, Julianne Moore and Mark Ruffalo.  Blindness 
was a FACT Reading Group selection in 2002.

Convention Listing
Jun. 6-8: SoonerCon 2008, Biltmore Hotel, Okla-

homa City, OK. GoH: John Ringo, AGoH: Tom Kidd, 
Toastmaster: Selina Rosen, SGoH: Walter Koenig. 
Memberships $30 in advance. www.soonercon.com

Jun. 27-29: ApolloCon 2008, DoubleTree Hotel 
Houston Intercontinental Airport, Houston, TX. GoH 

Allen Steele; Artist GoH Brad Foster; Editor GoH Lou 
Anders; Fan GoH Anne K. G. Murphy; Filk GoH Mar-
garet Middleton. Memberships $30 until May 1, $35 
until the con. www.apollocon.org

Jul. 18-20: Lazy Dragon Con, Quality Inn, McK-
inney, TX. Media Guest: Scott L. Schwartz; Media 
Guest: James Hampton; Media Guests Burton Gil-
liam, Dean Mitchell, Christian Simpson, Mike Savva; 
Robert A. Steffenino, Justice Radio; Author Guest 
of Honor: Lee Martindale; Singer/Songwriter: Sarah 
Gillmore; Fan Guest of Honor: James “Jazz Man” 
Savage. Adult memberships $25 until April 30, then 
$30; children (5-12) $15. www.lazydragon.com

Jul. 25-27: Conestoga 12, Tulsa, OK. Literary SF 
convention. GoH Diana Gabaldon; Toastmaster: Gor-
don Van Gelder; Artist GoH Stephen Hickman; Fan 
GoH Tim Miller. $35 in advance. www.sftulsa.org

Aug. 6-10: Denvention 3/WorldCon 66, Denver, 
CO. GoH Lois McMaster Bujold; Artists Guest Rick 
Sternbach; Fan GoH Tom Whitmore; Toastmaster 
Wil McCarthy. Attending membership $200, children 
(under 12) $50. denvention3.org

Aug. 15-17: ArmadilloCon 30, Doubletree Austin 
North, Austin, TX. Literary SF convention. GoH John 
Scalzi; Artist GoH David Lee Anderson; Fan GoH 
Kelly Persons; Toastmaster Bill Crider. Regular mem-
berships (ages 13 and up) $30 until April 25, $20 for 
kids 7-12, 6 and under free. www.armadillocon.org

Aug. 22-24: BuboniCon 40, Albuquerque Grand 
Airport Hotel, Albuquerque, NM: GoH David Weber; 
Toastmaster Daniel Abraham; Artist Guest Bo Eggle-
ton; Auctioneer Robert E. Vardeman. Regular mem-
berships $30 until May 1, youth (ages 14-17) $18. 
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www.bubonicon.com
Aug. 29 - Sept. 1: Anime Fest, Hyatt Regency Dal-

las at Reunion, Dallas, TX. Memberships $30 if paid 
online or postmarked by July 31, $15 for children 
(8-12). www.animefest.org

Oct. 3-5: FenCon V, Addison, TX. GoH Gregory 
Benford; Music GoH Three Weird Sisters; Fan GoH 
Gerald Burton; Special Guest Jay Lake. Regular 
memberships $30 until June 1, $35 before Sept. 1, 
$40 at door. www.fencon.org

Oct. 10-12: 2008 Browncoat Ball, Omni Hotel, 
Austin, TX. Memberships $150 for the weekend, $125 
for Saturday and Sunday, or Saturday only $100. 
www.browncoatball.com

Summer 2008 New SF Movies
A number of SF films are slated to hit the theaters 

this summer. Here’s a quick list of titles and dates. 
For more information, see tinyurl.com/3yyvxb.

Kung-Fu Panda (June 6)
The Happening (director M. Night Shyamalan ) 

(June 13)
The Incredible Hulk (June 17)
Get Smart (June 20)
WALL-E (June 27)
Hancock (stars Will Smith) (July 2)
Hellboy II: The Golden Army (July 11)
Journey to the Center of the Earth 3D (July 11)
Meet Dave (stars Eddie Murphy) (July 11)
The Dark Knight (July 18)
X-Files 2 (July 25)
Wanted (stars Morgan Freeman, Angelina Jolie) 

(July 27)
Lost Boys 2: The Tribe (“sometime in July”)
The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor (cast in-

cludes Jet Li) (August 1)
Star Wars: The Clone Wars (August 15)
Babylon A.D. (Vin Diesel) (August 29)

Book Groups
June 2  (Mon.), 7 PM: FACT North Austin Reading 

Group, Austin Public Library, North Village Branch, 
2139 W. Anderson Lane. Mainspring by Jay Lake. 
Dinner follows.

June 11 (Wed.), 7 PM: Dark Forces Reading 
Group, Flightpath Coffee House, Snake Agent by Liz 
Williams.

June 16 (Mon.), 7 PM, BookPeople: The Ludicrous 
Speed Book Group will discuss Stardust by Neil 
Gaiman.

June 17 (Tues.), 7 PM: FACT North Austin Read-
ing Group, Un Lun Dun by China Miéville. Dinner 
follows. Contact reading@fact.org for location infor-
mation.

June 26 (Thurs.), 7-8 PM, FACT South Austin 
Reading Group, Austin Public Library, Pleasant Hill 
Branch, 211 E. William Cannon Dr. Old Man’s War 
by John Scalzi.

June 26 (Thurs.), 7-8:30 PM, Barnes & Noble Arbo-
retum Café, Science and Religion in Fiction Book 
Club (Center for Inquiry) will discuss A Canticle for 
Leibowitz by Walter Miller.

Gaming
June 14, 6 PM: FACT Adult Gaming. This is sched-

uled on the second Saturday of the month at a FACT 
member’s home. The June meeting is at the home of 
Kimm Antell. For directions: tbrianp@sbcglobal.net

Saturdays, 12-8 PM, Great Hall Games: Austin 
Board Gamers meet at store for gaming.

Upcoming Social Events
Fri., June 27, 7:30-10:30 PM, Ursa Major Party/

Meet-Up, Lynn Ward’s apartment, 3711 Medi-
cal Dr. #1614, San Antonio. Call Lynn for direc-
tions and to confirm location: 210-218-2800. 
www.groups.yahoo.com/group/UrsaMajorSciFi

Writing
Fri., Aug. 15, ArmadilloCon 30 Writers Work-

shop. Deadline to complete application is June 30. 
Pros teaching at this year’s workshop are: Matthew 
Bey, Jayme Lynn Blaschke, Rachel Caine, Kimberly 
Frost, Bev Hale, Phoebe Kitanidis, Chris Roberson, 
Patrice Sarath (tentative), Melissa Tyler, Thomas M. 
Wagner, Martha Wells, Don Webb, Sheila Williams.

Oct. 2-3, FenCon V Writer’s Workshop. Jay Lake 
will be the instructor. Spaces will be limited to 20. 
Submission information is available after you regis-
ter ($65, including your FenCon membership). See 
details at tinyurl.com/5pw5wd.

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7-10 PM: Slug Tribe, Han-
cock Rec Center (41st and Red River) in Activity 
Room #2

June 7, 9:30 AM - 12 NOON: Austin Children’s 
Book Writers & Illustrators, Barnes and Noble 
Westlake 9:30 - 11:00, Open Critique (9:30), Chap-
ter Meeting (10:30), Life Drawing Session (starts at 
12).  Critique is totally open. Anyone can bring five 
pages of their work-in-progress for the rest of the 
group to comment and make suggestions on. Please 
bring six copies. Find out more about this group at 
www.austinscbwi.com.
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Reading Group Reports
March 18: Farthing by Jo Walton

Twelve people attended this meeting at A.T.’s house. 
Our topic was Farthing, an alternate history set in 
England in the 1940s. In the world of this book, the 
US never entered World War II, leading to Germany 
taking control of continental Europe and signing a 
peace treaty with the United Kingdom. At a week-
end gathering of the rich and powerful at an English 
country estate, a prominent politician is killed. The 
plot of the book revolves around the murder investi-
gation. Only one of us had read Walton before. Ten of 
us started the book, and nine finished it.

A few readers felt that the alternate history element 
was the book’s strongest feature. They felt the theme 
of this book was how much people will take and let 
happen. They noted the book’s deliberate references 
to The Man in the High Castle, SS-GB, and The Sound 
of His Horn, and commented on similarities to Father-
land and The Summer Isles.  One member suggested 
that the novel was a reaction to 9/11, but others felt 
it was more a reaction to the Iraq War. 

A couple of us enjoyed the novel quite a bit. They 
liked how the book started smart and fluffy, but 
ended deadly serious. One felt the book had a realis-
tic portrayal of human nature. Another commented 
positively on the book’s portrayal of the English class 
system. They expressed a fascination for the world of 
this book, and want to see more of it.

Several people liked Walton’s writing. We felt the 
opening was strongly written, and the two alternating 
viewpoint characters had strong narrative voices.

The mystery fans in our group felt that Farthing’s 
mystery element started well, but ultimately did not 
succeed. One reader commented that the mystery 
aspect fizzled about halfway through. Another noted 
that the message of a mystery should be “justice will 
be done,” and this book did not provide that.  Also, 
the ultimate answers of “who, how, and why” for the 
murders seemed too contrived.  

One reader said that our group had been having 
a nice run of discussing good books, but Farthing 
brought it to a screeching halt. He found Walton’s 
prose hard to read, and felt that her prose did not do 
justice to the locations it described. He was unhappy 
with the character development. He found the book 
was neither entertaining nor educational, and that 
the ending was depressing and bad. He also  felt the 
author needed to do more research about trains. He 
does not plan to read Jo Walton again.

Finally, we had a member whose impression of the 
book was somewhat of a middle ground. He liked the 
characterization and felt the alternate history worked 
well. He liked the book’s portrayal of a tipping point 
in history, and felt the book’s ending was the honest 
conclusion of the story. He thought the book’s por-
trayal of a powerful circle was convincing. He found 
the book’s major failing to be the police procedural 
aspect. As he finished his comments, a couple of 

people said they wished they had read the book he’d 
just described.

Overall, we found Farthing to be an ambitious but 
only partial successful novel. A couple of people in 
our group will definitely read the sequel, Ha’penny, 
and an equal number will avoid it. The book provided 
us with an interesting discussion. After the meeting, 
several of us had a nice dinner at Mimi’s Café. 

---A. T. Campbell, III

April 7: The Fourth Bear by Jasper FForde
Seven people attended this discussion at the North 

Village Library. Our topic was The Fourth Bear, sec-
ond in Jasper Fforde’s Nursery Crime series featuring 
Detective Chief Inspector Jack Spratt and Detective 
Sergeant Mary Mary. In this book, our protagonists 
investigate the murder of Goldilocks and try to cap-
ture an escaped mass murderer, the Gingerbread 
Man. We had all read Jasper Fforde before, and all of 
us started and finished The Fourth Bear.

One reader commented that he simply loved this 
book. He had read several of Fforde’s other books, 
and this was his clear favorite. He liked Fforde’s 
smooth writing. Spratt’s numbered plot devices were 
amusing (e.g.  #26:  Looking for Dr. McGuffin). He felt 
the silliness was over-the-top but worked. He thought 
the book worked extraterrestrial aliens well into the 
story, and loved how the aliens kept dropping  refer-
ences to 2001, Blade Runner, Star Wars, and other 
classic sf films. He felt that Mary Mary’s date with an 
alien coworker was the highlight of the book. Spratt 
and his wife consulting Punch and Judy as marriage 
counselors was a treat.

Others enjoyed the book. Many commented that 
this book’s mystery was better constructed than 
that of Farthing, the previous book we read. One fan 
of orange marmalade was amused that it’s a con-
trolled substance for bears in this book.  Several of 
us enjoyed the jokes about bad British cars. We were 
amused by the damage-free cars sold by Dorian Gray, 
all of which contained portraits of badly damaged 
cars in their trunks. As one reader put it, “Jasper 
Fforde writes silly things that I like.”

Many of us felt that this book is superior to the ear-
lier installment, The Big Over Easy, which was writ-
ten years early. We felt Fforde’s writing had improved, 
and the story simply hangs together better. 

We appreciate how Fforde works just as hard for 
plot points as he does for gags. And it was especially 
satisfying when continuing jokes (e.g. Is a ginger-
bread man a cookie or a cake?) have multilayered plot 
payoffs late in the story. 

For a book filled with so many fantastic elements, 
the depth of characterization was nice. Spratt, Mary, 
and the rest of the characters all have well-developed 
personalities. We appreciated the sensitive yet post-
modern way that Jack Spratt came out to his wife 
that he was a “person of dubious reality.”

We spent the hour recounting favorite bits from 
this book, other Fforde books, Fforde’s website, and 
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encounters with the author at his delightful signings. 
It’s clear that Jasper Fforde has a great deal of affec-
tion for his readers, and we have similar affection for 
him and his work.  After the meeting, we had a nice 
dinner at Threadgill’s.

---A. T. Campbell, III

April 22: The Chinatown Death Cloud Peril by 
Paul Malmont

This discussion at A. T.’s house drew twelve attend-
ees. Our topic was The Chinatown Death Cloud Peril, 
an adventure story featuring famous writers of the 
Pulp Era. An obscure writer named H. P. Lovecraft 
dies under mysterious circumstances, and his friends 
Lester Dent, Walter Gibson, and L. Ron Hubbard look 
into it. They are drawn into a wild adventure reminis-
cent of the stuff they write. As this book is Malmont’s 
first published work, none of us had read him before. 
All of us started the book, and nine finished.

The group member who originally recommended 
this book said that he was initially intrigued by the 
title and main characters. He felt the story took off 
immediately. He thought the mystery had good twists 
and red herrings. He appreciated how it moves deftly 
between horror, mystery, and fantasy.  And he was 
pleasantly surprised at the end when the true iden-
tity of the book’s narrator was revealed.

Several of us commented on how well the book 
evoked the atmosphere and culture of New York City 
at the time. While we doubted that the place was 
exactly like Malmont depicted, the world was so fully-
realized that it was almost a character in itself.

Characterization was a strength of this novel. We 
appreciated that Dent, the creator of Doc Savage, 
was a multitalented man much like Doc himself. 
Dent’s wife Norma starts the novel as a person going 
through a personal crisis, but once she gets involved 
in the action she finds herself and quickly becomes 
one of the book’s strongest characters. We thought 
Gibson was well-presented as a top pulp writer con-
stantly aware of his competitors nipping at his heels. 
Gibson’s large collection of helpful acquaintances was 
reminiscent of the Shadow’s network of agents.

Several people commented that they would not 
have read this book if not for the reading group. One 
reader had read little pulp writing, but still enjoyed 
this book enormously. We loved that so many sup-
porting characters turned out to be significant writers 
and artists. There were appearances by  E. E. “Doc” 
Smith, Robert A. Heinlein, Chester Himes, Louis 
L’Amour, Stan Lee, and Jack Kirby. We liked Doc 
Smith getting to use his “day job” (chemistry) to save 
the day at one point.

One person felt that this book was almost metafic-
tion. He liked the conceit of a secret history where 
the real world is pulp. He thought the book was 
fabulously well done and clearly a labor of love, and 
speculated that the author must have had a father or 
uncle with a huge collection of pulps.

We felt this book was a good companion to The 
Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay, Michael 
Chabon’s novel that features comic book creators 
involved in a similar adventure. It was noted that Joe 
Kavalier himself has a cameo appearances in The 
Chinatown Death Cloud Peril.

A couple of people felt that this book suffered from 
“first novel” problems. They felt the story took too 
long to get started, and the narrative jumped around 
too much.  They said that the book contains exqui-
sitely-written sections and purple prose. We weren’t 
sure whether the latter was intentional “good bad” or 
simply “bad bad” writing.

Several of us read the book slowly to catch all the 
references. We wished for a hypertext or heavily an-
notated version to make sure we got everything.

One person simply stated that this was not a book 
for him. He had read little pulp, and was not interest-
ed in that milieu. He thought the book’s conspiracies 
and secrets were obvious. He also had issue with the 
book’s science, including the velocity of sound and 
how the poison gas works. He would have preferred 
reading a good biography of any of the writers who 
appear in the book.

A fan of the Shadow radio show said this book was 
great stuff. She had not read pulp, but stated that “if 
this is pulp fiction, I want to read more.” She liked 
the secret history approach to the story, and she ap-
preciated the discussions among the author charac-
ters on the nature of pulp vs. reality. She loved one’s 
writer’s plea during a near-death experience: “If you 
get me out of this, I’ll never abuse adverbs again!” 
She commented that she comes to the Reading Group 
primarily to discover fun new writers like Malmont.

Overall, we liked The Chinatown Death Cloud Peril. 
This book’s charms are so unique that it’s impossible 
to figure out what Malmont might write next. After 
the meeting, we had a nice dinner at California Pizza 
Kitchen.

---A. T. Campbell, III

FACT Board Meeting: March 2008 
(Outgoing Board)

The monthly meeting of the board of directors for 
the Fandom Association of Central Texas was called 
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to order by Board Chair Brian Price at the Austin 
Recreation Center, 1301 Shoal Creek Road, Austin, 
Texas, at 1:02 p.m. on 16 March 2008. Present in 
addition to the chair were Directors C. Dan Tolliver, 
Elizabeth Burton and Kurt Baty, FACT Officers Kimm 
Antell and Marianne Moul, reading group coordinator 
A. T. Campbell III, ArmadilloCon 29 committee chair 
Renee Babcock, FACT members Angela Price and 
Karen Meschke and guest Jessica Price. Jennifer Ju-
day arrived at 1:25 p.m. and Charles Siros, William 
Siros, Sara Cooper and Lynn Ward at 1:40 p.m.

The secretary presented the minutes of the Febru-
ary meeting. Mr. Baty moved the minutes be accepted 
as presented; however, Mr. Tolliver noted several 
minor corrections. Mr. Baty amended his motion to 
accept the minutes as corrected, seconded by Mr. 
Tolliver. There being no objections or abstentions, Mr. 
Price declared the motion approved.

CORRESPONDENCE: There was no official corre-
spondence.

OFFICER REPORTS
CHAIR
Mr. Price advised that he had contacted dealers for 

ArmadilloCon 30.

PRESIDENT
William Siros reported he attended ConDFW. He 

noted he has cleared stock from his personal storage 
locker and moved it to the garage.

VICE-PRESIDENT
Mr. Miles not being present, there was no report.

TREASURER
· Ms. Moul reported that as of 2/29/2008 the ac-

count balances were: ArmadilloCon: $2,694.63; 
FACT: $10,316.36; World Fantasy: $14,158.91.

· ArmadilloCon deposits outstanding: $90.00, 
debits: none. FACT deposits outstanding: $107.00, 
debits: $324.58; World Fantasy deposits outstanding: 
none, debits: none.

· Ms. Moul noted that although all the necessary 
identification documents for the signature cards had 
finally been sent to the bank, the extensive delay had 
resulted in the bank’s destroying them. As a new 
resolution will be required following the election of 
the new board, the signature card issue is moot.

SECRETARY
Ms. Burton reminded the board she will be absent 

for the April meeting and noted that she is amenable 
should the board wish to simply record the meeting 
for transcription. Mr. Price noted he has a mini-cas-
sette recorder he can use for that purpose.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES MANAGER
Ms. Babcock advised the boat trip is scheduled for 

14 June.

REGISTRAR
Ms. Antell stated online registration is now work-

ing. Ms. Cooper reported she has sent postcards and 
emails to those who’ve been inactive, but has received 
no replies to date. Mr Price passed on a suggestion 
from Ms. Antell regarding asking people at Armadil-
loCon to verify or update their database information. 
Ms. Cooper said she and Ms. Juday are discussing 
ways to streamline the registration process.

HISTORIAN
Mr. Tolliver said he attended Chimaeracon in San 

Antonio, where he placed flyers for both FACT, Ar-
madilloCon and the Nebulas. He noted he also talked 
with members of the convention organization about 
possible joint efforts.

MIS
Ms. Antell reported she built the ArmadilloCon web-

site and set the Paypal connection so the treasurer 
is notified of new memberships both convention and 
FACT. She is working to get as much of the technol-
ogy automated as possible to make site updates more 
efficient.

PUBLICATIONS
Ms. Juday advised the February issue of the FACT 

Sheet containing annual meeting information was 
mailed, and that she gathered corrected addresses 
for people and worked with Ms. Cooper to develop 
a correct database. She reported that, according to 
the most recent data, we had 53 active members and 
have received 8 more for a total of 61. She added that 
the required Form 802 has been filed and sent with 
receipt confirmation, and that we should be receiv-
ing acknowledgment shortly. Mr. Campbell noted the 
current link to a sample FACT Sheet is for a 1996 edi-
tion and suggested replacing it with a newer one.

QUARTERMASTER
Prior to the arrival of Mr. C. Siros, various members 

offered to take books to upcoming conventions. It 
was suggested sending copies of one book to Cones-
toga, where the author is a guest. Mr. Siros noted the 
FACT locker is in his name and needs to be changed 
to corporate account, explaining that the storage 
company has made administrative changes. Mr. Price 
recommended tabling that matter for new board.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
ArmadilloCon 29
Ms. Moul noted there are a few remaining program 

books with invoices to be mailed, as she’s waiting for 
confirmed mailing addresses, and that some of the 
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outstanding invoices had been paid in the meantime.

ArmadilloCon 30
Mr. Baty advised the committee held a meeting at 

Mr. Campbell’s. They now have an editor guest of 
honor, Sheila Williams, and that a professional writer 
is considering doing the history of ArmadilloCon. It 
was noted that memberships are arriving.

World Fantasy Convention
Ms. Antell said $10,000 was sent for deposit to the 

FACT account. Volunteer reimbursements have near-
ly all been sent. She still needs to ship the bookbags. 
Once she can confirm all checks have come back, the 
account can be closed. Ms. Babcock noted she had 
been requested to ask that everyone nominate How-
ard Waldrop’s new book for the World Fantasy Award 
at Calgary.

Reading Group
Mr. Campbell noted that membership for the north 

group has been growing significantly, with atten-
dance averaging 14. Two of the new members heard 
about it through the library website. That group has 
voted for new books for the next three months. Ms. 
Antell reported having heard from Mr. W. Siros that 
the original five members of the south reading group 
had attended in various permutations. Mr. Camp-
bell noted this isn’t unusual; that the other group 
was basically composed of five people for about a 
year before the attendance improved. Mr. Siros had 
also stated that the group hadn’t been listed on the 
library’s sandwich board, as promised, and was not 
yet on their website.

Hotel Committee
The committee is on hiatus pending the annual 

meeting.

Bylaws Committee
The bylaws committed sent the necessary text for 

the business statute item on the ballot.

OLD BUSINESS
1. Book Donation: The disposition will continue as 

noted in previous reports.

2. Storage Locker Consolidation: Still pending 
elimination of excess pegboard and distribution of the 
remaining books.

3. ConDFW Party: Mr. Baty reported attendance 
was low at the party, but Ms. Antell said none of 
the parties were well-attended. Mr. Baty said he felt 
convention attendance overall was down; Ms. Antell 
agreed it was significantly lower than the previous 
year, and the dealer’s room did not do well.

4. Deposit for Boat Trip: Completed by Ms. Babcock

5. Transfer of WFC Funds: Pending resolution of 
outstanding checks.

6. Merchant Account Alternatives: Ms. Moul advised 
she was not able to complete research on the matter, 
which was tabled until that can be done.

7. ArmadilloCon 31 Bid: It was noted that we still 
need to solicit additional bids; Ms. Burton will place 
a request-for-proposal announcement on the FACT 
mailing list. Ms. Antell submitted a revised bid show-
ing reduced costs, noting that the increased room-
use fees are causing serious budget issues. She 
advised she feels more publicity is needed to provoke 
attendance. Mr. Baty and Mr. C. Siros noted the 
dealer’s room fee needs to be increased to reflect the 
increased costs. Ms. Burton reminded the board that 
an information white paper was to have been created 
to assist those who might wish to submit a bid. Mr. 
Tolliver will try to locate the mock bid he created for a 
similar purpose and send it to Ms. Antell so she can 
place it on the website for interested parties to down-
load.

NEW BUSINESS
1. AggieCon: Ms. Babcock asked if FACT will 

have its usual presence. Mr. C. Siros advised that is 
intended provided there is a table available.

There being no other business before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m.

FACT Board Meeting: March 2008 
(Incoming Board)

The first meeting of the incoming board of direc-
tors for the Fandom Association of Central Texas was 
called to order by FACT President William Siros at the 
Austin Recreation Center, 1301 Shoal Creek Road, 
Austin, Texas, at 2:59 p.m. on 16 March 2008. Pres-
ent in addition to the president were Directors Kurt 
Baty, Elizabeth Burton, A. T. Campbell III, Jennifer 
Juday, Brian Price, Charles Siros and C. Dan Tolliver, 
FACT members Kimm Antell, Marianne Moul, Renee 
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Babcock, Angela Price, Karen Meschke, Sara Cooper 
and Lynn Ward and guest Jessica Price.

OFFICER ELECTIONS
CHAIR
Mr. Siros called for election of a chairman of the 

board. It was moved by Mr. Tolliver, seconded by Mr. 
C. Siros to place the name of Brian Price in nomi-
nation. There being no further nominations and no 
objections, Mr. Price was acclaimed chairman of the 
board of directors for 2008-2009. Mr. W. Siros then 
turned direction of the meeting over to Mr. Price.

PRESIDENT
Mr. W. Siros having advised the board he did not 

wish to be considered for the office of president, it 
was moved by Mr. Baty and seconded by Mr. C. Siros 
to place the name of Karen Meschke in nomination. 
Ms. Meschke advised she would accept the nomina-
tion provided she is not required to attend all meet-
ings. It was noted that as there is no a vice-president 
that was not an issue. There being no further nomi-
nations and no objections, Mr. Price declared Ms. 
Meschke elected by acclamation.

VICE-PRESIDENT
Having been advised that Jonathan Miles has 

agreed to continue in the position of vice-president, 
he was nominated by Mr. Tolliver. Mr. C. Siros sec-
onded and, there being no further nominations and 
no objections, Mr. Miles was declared elected by ac-
clamation by Mr. Price.

TREASURER
Mr. C. Siros nominated Marianne Moul, seconded 

by Mr. Tolliver. Ms. Moul accepted the nomination. 
There being no further nominations and no objec-
tions, Mr. Price declared Ms. Moul elected by accla-
mation.

SECRETARY
Having already expressed her agreement with con-

tinuing in the office, Elizabeth Burton was nominated 
by Mr. Tolliver. The nomination was seconded by Mr. 
Campbell, and there being no other nominations or 
objections, Ms. Burton was declared elected by accla-
mation by Mr. Price.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES MANAGER
Ms. Juday nominated William Siros for the posi-

tion of Austin social events manager, seconded by 
Mr. Tolliver. Mr. Siros accepted the nomination. Mr. 
Tolliver then nominated Lynn Ward for the position 
of San Antonio manager, seconded by Mr. Baty. Ms. 
Ward agreed to accept the nomination with the caveat 
that she may need to resign pending a possible move 
to California. She noted Sara Cooper could assume 
the position in her stead should that occur. There 

being no further nominations and no objections, Mr. 
Siros and Ms. Ward were declared elected by accla-
mation by Mr. Price

REGISTRAR
Ms. Burton nominated Sara Cooper, seconded by 

Mr. Baty. Ms. Juday nominated Eric Hollas, seconded 
by Mr. Campbell. A ballot was held, resulting in four 
votes for Mr. Hollas, 2 for Ms. Cooper. Mr. Price de-
clared Mr. Hollas the new registrar.

HISTORIAN
Ms. Juday nominated C. Dan Tolliver for the office 

of historian, seconded by Mr. C. Siros. There being no 
other nominations and no objections, Mr. Tolliver was 
declared elected by acclamation by Mr. Price.

MIS
Mr. C. Siros nominated Kimm Antell, seconded by 

Mr. Baty. There being no other nominations and no 
objections, Ms. Antell was declared elected by accla-
mation by Mr. Price.

PUBLICATIONS
Mr. C. Siros nominated Jennifer Juday, seconded 

by Mr. Tolliver. There being no other nominations 
and no objections, Ms. Juday was declared elected by 
acclamation by Mr. Price.

QUARTERMASTER
Ms. Burton nominated Charles Siros, seconded by 

Mr. Tolliver. There being no other nominations and 
no objections, Mr. Siros was declared elected by ac-
clamation by Mr. Price.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
It was moved by Mr. C. Siros that all standing com-

mittees be renewed, seconded by Ms. Burton. Ayes: 7; 
Nays: 0; Abstain: 0.

Mr. Baty proposed establishing a new committee 
to explore the possibility of cooperating to develop a 
general purpose SF convention for San Antonio as a 
full or partial FACT event. Seconded by Mr. Tolliver. 
Mr. Siros inquired whether the motion needed an 
amendment authorizing Sara Cooper to develop a 
committee, but it was pointed out that follows from 
the nature of the event. The board approved the mo-
tion 7-0-0 to establish the San Antonio Convention 
Exploratory Committee.

Ms. Burton reminded the board it had been decided 
to nullify the old hotel committee and establish a new 
one, as considerable confusion had arisen regard-
ing who was actually on the original committee. The 
board approved re-organization of the committee and 
named Renee Babcock as chair.

It was noted that the position of Convention Events 
Manager has been vacant since the disappearance of 
the previous manager. The board requested the sec-
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retary put out a call for volunteers for the position to 
the FACT list prior to the next board meeting.

MEETING TIME AND DATE
Mr. Price advised he felt moving the meeting to a 

Saturday would be more convenient for most mem-
bers of the board. It was decided to maintain the cur-
rent meeting day and time pending an investigation of 
the availability of a meeting room on a Saturday at 2 
p.m., as the library meeting room is still reserved. So, 
the board will continue to meet the second Sunday of 
the month at 2 p.m. through June.

However, Mr. Price then pointed out that the May 
meeting, as usual, falls on Mother’s Day, and that he 
was concerned that would make it difficult to gather 
a quorum. The board authorized the secretary to con-
tact the library to ascertain whether it would be pos-
sible to move the meeting to either the first or third 
Sunday. Mr. Price noted that if no alternative meeting 
place is available the board can once again meet at 
his house.

There being no other business before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 3:37 p.m.

FACT Board Meeting: April 2008
The monthly meeting of the board of directors for 

the Fandom Association of Central Texas was called 
to order by Board Chair Brian Price at the Carver 
Branch of the Austin Public Library, 1161 Angelina 
St., Austin, Texas, at 2:13 p.m. on 13 April 2008. 
Present in addition to the chair were FACT President 
Karen Meschke, Directors A.T. Campbell III, Kurt 
Baty and Charles Siros. Director Jennifer Juday ar-
rived at 2:23 p.m.

The secretary having provided the minutes of the 
March meetings. Mr. Campbell cited two changes to 
be made. In the absence of any other additions or 
corrections, it was moved by Mr. Baty, seconded by 
Mr. Siros that the minutes be approved as amended. 
There being no objections or abstentions, the minutes 

were declared unanimously approved.

CORRESPONDENCE: Mr. Price advised receipt of a 
bill from Ms. Meschke regarding a registry listing for 
ArmadilloCon that needs a reply by 16 April; he will 
send to Kimm Antell. He noted there was also one 
membership to be sent to the registrar and treasurer.

OFFICER REPORTS
CHAIR
Mr. Price reported that he had received one inquiry 

in his capacity of dealer’s room coordinator for Ar-
madilloCon and sent the requested information. The 
previous night’s gaming was a great success.

PRESIDENT
Ms, Meschke reported attending the north reading 

group and gaming.

VICE-PRESIDENT
No report

TREASURER
· Ms. Moul reported that as of 1/31/2007 the ac-

count balances were: ArmadilloCon: 2,627.57; FACT: 
10,291.36; World Fantasy: 11,650.91.

· Pending deposits: FACT: 281.58; ArmadilloCon: 
1,426.50; World Fantasy: None

· Pending debits: FACT: 357.29.
· Mr. Price commented regarding the deposit labeled 

for the dealer’s room in the ArmadilloCon account 
that he has no information as to who sent them and 
will need to contact the treasurer. Mr. Baty noted the 
World Fantasy committee is preparing to close the 
WFC account, and that the WFC  treasurer will be 
contacting a few outstanding payable accounts in one 
final effort to obtain payment; he added he suspected 
there would be no payment from at least one of those 
whose accounts remain outstanding. Mr. Price noted 
that the banking resolution had been set up in such 
a way that it covered closing the account with the 
least amount of effort required.

SECRETARY
No report

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES MANAGER
Mr. C. Siros reported that Mr. W. Siros is consider-

ing a movie outing in the coming weekend.

REGISTRAR
Mr. Hollas reported via email there are 60 active, 35 

expired and 54 inactive memberships as of 8 April. 
With the additional renewal received in the mail, the 
reported numbers were changed to 61 active, 34 ex-
pired and 54 inactive.
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HISTORIAN
· Mr. Tolliver reported via email that he attended 

AggieCon on the previous Saturday, noting there was 
little programming and that the dealer’s room was 
busy, but that Willie Siros and Zane Melder appeared 
to be the only book vendors there.  He advised that 
the art show was censored by the MSC, which per-
mitted only G-rated art to be shown.  The art show 
personnel put blue tape over non-compliant portions 
on some of the art, which led to some of the guests 
and attendees also wearing blue tape at strategic 
locations on their persons.  At the Iron Artist panel, 
guests drew penguins with spaceships, breasts and 
nude women, although not necessarily on the same 
piece of art.  Mr. Tolliver added he had dinner with 
FACT members and went to the Monkey House there-
after. Steven Brust, Tom Knowles and assorted other 
guests made appearances there as well.

· He noted that nothing much in the way of his-
torical work was done, although he did contact Bill 
Parker about getting some Friends of Fandom and 
other Houston area con materials (ConTex, ConTroll, 
Conniption, etc.) for the 50 Years of Texas Fandom 
display at ArmadilloCon.

MIS
· Ms. Antell advised via email  that the past month 

has been extremely busy for MIS.  She changed all 
of the forwarders to go to the new board as well as 
creating a new forwarder for the board. She updated 
the online calendar with some upcoming events.  She 
did a considerable amount of work on the Armadillo-
Con website; however, it is still missing some con-
tent as she was unable to get a response from of the 
co-chairs to her requests for updates.  She updated 
several forms on the ArmadilloCon website so they 
would go to appropriate recipients.  She added the 
Hugo list of nominees,  which was sent to me by Lau-
rie Mann, to the FACT site and updated the conven-
tion listing.  She also added a new feature, placing all 
of the people in FACT who are published authors on 
the left side of the home page and some of the inside 
pages.  She noted Mr. Campbell caught a few she 
had missed and requested that if anyone else knows 
of others they let her know.  Lastly, she worked with 
Scott A. Cupp in getting James Reasoner to create a 
wish list on Amazon so that people could help rebuild 
some of the books of his library that were lost in the 
house fire.

· Ms. Antell expressed concern that she is not 
receiving information on ArmadilloCon registrants 
who are purchasing their memberships by mail. She 
advised she had sent some instructions to the Arma-
dilloCon co-chairs regarding the proper procedure 
for ensuring she receives this information but has to 
date received nothing and is concerned that informa-
tion was not passed on.  Emails sent to the co-chairs 
and the FACT treasurer have gone unanswered.

· Lastly, she reported a complaint from somebody 

regarding PayPal.  She advised she can look into 
some other forms of online payments but is not sure 
if it’s advisable to divide the sources via which mon-
ies are received.  She noted she has dealt with Pay-
Pal for years, and that while there are some learning 
pains, the service has worked well. She also plans on 
adding a form to the website that will allow members 
to tell us of any address changes.

· With regard to the PayPal matter, Mr. C. Siros 
advised that the individual in question refuses to use 
it under any circumstances, citing an alleged security 
issue that is untrue. Mr. Baty concurred with Ms. An-
tell that it is preferable we limit our options to Paypal, 
and that as long as it is clear one can mail a check 
and a link to the downloadable registration form is 
provided, that should be sufficient. He added that 
the treasurer needs to be advised of the necessity 
for informing someone on the convention committee 
regarding new memberships so they can be added to 
the website.

PUBLICATIONS
· Ms. Juday reported she had assisted the new 

registrar in getting started. She confirmed with Chris 
Chrissinger of the  Albuquerque SF Society that 
our address was  changed there, asked for a link to 
ArmadilloCon 30, and asked if they could promote 
Nebulas in any way. She contacted John Picacio 
regarding use of cover art in the FACT Sheet, and 
contacted author Paolo Bacigalupi regarding an inter-
view for the FACT Sheet, noting he has agreed. She 
researched the ArmadilloCon guests for the purposes 
of including tidbits in the FACT Sheet and has been 
soliciting publishers for convention ads. She has 
worked on learning InDesign.

· She notified the board that FACT is now in good 
standing with the State of Texas, updated the Arma-
dilloCon flyer and sent a copy to Ms. Antell, revised 
and submitted the ad for the WorldCon Progress 
Report, sent out the electronic copies of the March 
FACT Sheet, suggested Dorkbot as a FACT Social 
event, noting she herself was not able to attend this 
time but will try to make the next event, correspond-
ed with a FACT member regarding Paypal, which she 
passed on to Board, adding that he declined invita-
tion to be more active at this time.

· In addition, she sent the 50 Years of Texas Fan-
dom graphic to the historian per his request and sent 
a request to xkcd.com to reprint comic strips in the 
FACT Sheet, for which she is still awaiting a reply; 
sent a request to the Two Lumps authors asking for 
permission to reprint comic strips in the FACT Sheet 
and also suggested they consider coming to Armadil-
loCon, and received pictures from Kendall Hart for 
next month’s FACT Sheet.

· She noted that including expiration dates in e-mail 
addresses was not working for everyone and so will 
try something different next month. She reported 
that although mailed copies of the March FACT Sheet 



were sent they will have to be re-sent due to miscom-
munication. Finally, she updated the FACT calen-
dar to include entries for the North Reading Group 
through July.

QUARTERMASTER
Mr. C. Siros advised he has found appropriate 

shelving for $64.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
ArmadilloCon 30
· Mr. Baty reported the committee suffered some 

misadventures, in particular being advised by artist 
guest of honor Dean Morrisey that he would be un-
able to come. David Lee Anderson was contacted and 
agreed to come. He advised he will email the FACT 
list with a brief synopsis of the situation and advise 
everyone of the change. Ms. Meschke requested Mr. 
Anderson’s address so she can contact him to ensure 
all the necessary tasks are done.

· He also noted a decision needs to be made whether 
to reserve the south ballroom at the Doubletree for 
the whole weekend and how much doing so will cost. 
He is concerned because registrations have not been 
particularly brisk. Ms. Meschke said the economy is 
having a deleterious effect on conventions all over. 
Mr. Siros said that, nevertheless, he believes the 
space will be needed because of the historical display, 
and because a local artist has a lot of TSR art and is 
putting together a retrospective that will require dis-
play space, as well. Mr. Baty warned that if registra-
tions and reservations don’t generate sufficient com-
plimentary room nights the additional expenditure 
could be difficult. He noted he did receive a verbal 
agreement from the hotel not to charge for tables this 
year but had nothing in writing. He will contact the 
individual who made the agreement to confirm that 
and to ask the cost of the south ballroom. He added 
that given the possibility of lower registration there is 
increased need to focus on getting local attendees, so 
the article Mr. William Siros is preparing for publica-
tion becomes increasingly important. Mr. C. Siros 
recommended these issues be discussed at the next 
committee meeting.

 World Fantasy Convention
No report

Reading Groups
Mr. Campbell reported that the North Reading 

Group is still getting good attendance, and that it had 
been necessary to change the schedule because the 
listed title for that week had turned out to be hard 
to get, not available in stores or libraries. He noted 
they now have 12 or more at most meetings. Mr. C. 
Siros reported that the South Group is still poorly at-
tended.

Hotel Committee

Renee Babcock advised via email she has invited 
Kimberly Antell and Fred Duarte, Jr. to comprise the 
committee, and both have accepted. Because of high 
real-life workloads currently for myself and my com-
mittee members, she stated they will start working 
sometime in May by assessing space needs first then 
going out to the hotels.  She reports she is hopeful 
that by the May meeting, she will be able to provide a 
better timeline. The board expressed concerns regard-
ing the composition of her committee, as it appears to 
comprise people who are excessively busy and have 
stated in the past that they are pressed fro time. The 
consensus was that the board would observe how 
well the committee functions and reserve judgment.

Bylaws Committee
No report

San Antonio Convention Exploration Committee
No report

OLD BUSINESS

1. Book Donations: no report

2. Storage Locker Consolidation: Going to set a date 
for people who want the pegboard so they can pick it 
up then dispose of the rest in a suitable manner.

3. Merchant Account: Mr. Price reported he had 
spoken to the treasurer, who advised the service 
offered by Sam’s Club is the most economical. Ms. 
Meschke asked if  the current account can be main-
tained through May so she can complete any out-
standing Nebula-related matters and was informed by 
Mr. C. Siros that it will remain in effect until Mr. W. 
Siros deletes it. It was moved by Mr. Baty, seconded 
by Mr. C. Siros to advise the treasurer to proceed 
with establishing the account with Sam’s Club. There 
being no objections or abstentions, the motion was 
declared unanimously approved.
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4. ArmadilloCon 31 Bid: Mr. Price advised that 
Ms. Antell had told him she had made a few guest 
changes, so he wondered if the board wanted to hold 
off accepting her bid until the changes have been 
officially reported. Mr. Campbell advised that he felt 
the person bidding should be present when the board 
votes, with which other board members concurred. 
The board agreed to table voting on her bid until the 
May meeting.

5. May Meeting Date Change: Mr. Price advised the 
secretary was able to obtain meeting space at the 
Carver Library for Sunday, 4 May, and requested all 
concerned mark their calendars. Mr. Siros inquired 
whether Ms. Burton had made progress regarding 
changing the regular meeting date to Saturdays, and 
was advised by Mr. Price that he had no information 
regarding that matter.

NEW BUSINESS
1. 2008 Banking Resolution: It was moved by Mr. 

Baty, seconded by Mr. Siros that the banking resolu-
tion be approved as presented. The treasurer is to 
be notified to proceed with obtaining the required 
signature cards. Those authorized as signatories on 
the accounts are: FACT: Brian Price, Karen Meschke, 
Marianne Moul, Elizabeth Burton; ArmadilloCon: 
Charles Siros, Kurt Baty, Marianne Moul, Elizabeth 
Burton; World Fantasy: Renee Babcock, Kimm Car-
rillo, Marianne Moul, Elizabeth Burton.

2. Convention Events Manager Vacancy: There hav-
ing been no volunteers, it was decided that filling the 
office is not of vital importance. Mr. Siros reminded 
the board that the office was created because an indi-
vidual had expressed interest in handling such func-
tions and it was felt an official position was needed. 
It was decided to table the matter until such time as 
someone was interested in filling the position.

3. Nebula Weekend Questions: Ms. Meschke asked 
who has access to the storage locker, as she is mak-
ing a list of needs for the Nebula weekend con suite; 
Mr. Siros advised he would be that individual and 
that he had the keys with him. Mr. Baty said he has 
the party kit in his garage, and described the con-
tents, which differ from con suite supplies. She also 
inquired who has the Sam’s card, and was advised 
Ms. Babcock is listed as the account owner. She will 
get in touch with Ms. Babcock and ask if she can 
accompany her to Sam’s Wednesday evening prior to 
the event. She also advised she needs a tax-exemp-
tion card for Office Depot or Office Max. Ms. Juday 
said she has one for Office Max, which she presented 
to Ms. Meschke. Ms. Juday asked homemade goodies 
were still desired for the con suite and was advised 
that they were. Ms. Meschke also noted some inter-
esting people are coming to Nebulas who are new and 

haven’t been to ArmadilloCon; she is hoping to obtain 
contact information for these people so they can be 
made aware of the convention.

Ms. Meschke inquired of Mr. Baty whether the Ar-
madilloCon committee wanted flyers made available 
to conference attendees. Mr. Baty  requested that 150 
color flyers be printed for that purpose. Ms.  

Meschke advised she would arrange to have the 
printing done and ensure  they were placed on the 
freebie table.

Finally, Ms. Meschke asked if FACT would like to 
sell copies of Cross Plains Universe during Nebula 
weekend. If so, we will need someone to occupy the 
table. Upon receiving enthusiastic acceptance, she 
said she will retrieve two cases from the storage 
locker when she picks up the con suite equipment.

4. In other new business, Mr. Campbell advised the 
board that  Brad Foster told him about efanzines.org, 
an online archive of fan-generated materials. He said 
he was curious whether FACT might want to add 
program books and other historical publications into 
their archives. Mr. Siros noted that we have storage 
space for archiving material on our own server if the 
goal is simply preservation. However, if the goal is to 
entice people to explore the organization having them 
on a site like the one Mr. Campbell described would 
be an excellent addition. He added that we need to 
get our in-house archive established as a priority. Mr. 
Campbell was encouraged to proceed, since he has 
likely the largest collection of the materials. Mr. Baty 
stated he knows someone who might have a quantity 
of very early materials.

There being no other business before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 3:21 p.m.

About The FACT Sheet
Editor    Jennifer Juday
Mail: The F.A.C.T. Sheet, PO Box 26442, Austin, TX 
78755
E-mail: publications@fact.org
Artwork: Cover Image “She Plays” is © 2008 by Anthony 
Ocean (www.anthonyocean.com). Nebulas Group Photo and 
Matthew Duarte photo are © 2008 by Dan Tolliver. Ducoin/
Sterling photo is © 2008 by Elze Hamilton. XKCD “Cheap 
GPS” strip is reprinted under a Creative Commons Attribu-
tion-NonCommercial 2.5 License. Pigeons is © 2002 by A.T. 
Campbell, III. Hugged Too Hard is © 2008 by Kendall Hart. 
Feathered Witch is © 1997 by Monika Livingstone. Dragon 
Landscape is ©  1997 by Steven Bowerman. Waterscape 
© 1997 by Gabriele L. Berndt. DilloTex logo is © 1988 by 
Brad W. Foster.  Texas Fandom Logo is © 2007 by Brad W. 
Foster.
Copyrights: All contents copyright © 2008 by the Fandom 
Association of Central Texas, Inc., except where otherwise 
noted.
Trademarks: “World Science Fiction Convention,” “World-
Con,” and “Hugo” are registered service marks of the World 
Science Fiction Society, an unincorporated non-profit liter-
ary society. Nebula Awards is a registered trademark of the 
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America.

The FACT Sheet - May 2008 - 16



FIRST CLASS 

The FACT Sheet
The Fandom Association of Central Texas
P.O. Box 26442
Austin, TX  78755-0422

In This Issue
Nebula Awards Report     2-5
 The Theme -- “Texas Hospitality”
 Fun & Fine Dining in Hospitality Suite
 Fabulous Book Bags 
 Getting Ready -- “Like Prom Night”
 John Moore As MC 
 Landsale Shone as Toastmaster
 Acceptance Speeches 
 Nebulas Past: A Favorite Moment from Lee Martindale 
 FACT Member Accepts Andre Norton Award 
 The People That Made Nebula Awards 2008 Happen 
Reminder - FACT Boat Trip June 14 -RSVP Required By June 9 4
FACT Events This Month     6
Rick Riordan Signing Sunday, June 8    6
William Gibson Reading & Signing  June 11   6
Steven Saylor Readings  June 5, 10 and 11   6
ArmadilloCon 30 Updates     6
Ka-Baam! Improv Super Heroes    6
Memorial Weekend Gathering a Success   6
FACToids and Friends     7
Media News      7
Convention Listing     7
Summer 2008 New SF Movies    8
Book Groups      8
Gaming       8
Upcoming Social Events     8
Writing       8
Reading Group Reports     9
FACT Board Meeting: March 2008 (Outgoing Board)  10
FACT Board Meeting: March 2008 (Incoming Board)  12
FACT Board Meeting: April 2008    14


	NEBULA 2008 REDUX
	The Theme -- “Texas Hospitality”
	Fun & Fine Dining in Hospitality Suite
	Fabulous Book Bags
	Getting Ready -- “Like Prom Night”
	John Moore As MC
	Landsale Shone as Toastmaster
	Acceptance Speeches
	Nebulas Past: A Favorite Moment from Lee Martindale
	FACT Member Accepts Andre Norton Award
	The People That Made Nebula Awards 2008 Happen
	Reminder - FACT Boat Trip June 14 -RSVP Required By June 9
	FACT EVENTS THIS MONTH
	Rick Riordan Signing Sunday, June 8
	William Gibson Reading & Signing Scheduled for Wednesday, June 11!
	Readings & Signings By Steven Saylor on June 5, 10 and 11
	ArmadilloCon 30 Updates
	Ka-Baam! Improv Super Heroes
	Memorial Weekend Gathering a Success
	FACToids and Friends
	Media News
	Convention Listing
	Summer 2008 New SF Movies
	Book Groups
	Gaming
	Upcoming Social Events
	Writing
	Reading Group Reports
	FACT Board Meeting: March 2008 (Outgoing Board)
	FACT Board Meeting: March 2008 (Incoming Board)
	FACT Board Meeting: April 2008

