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Reading Group 

Update 

The Reading Group has some great books 
coming up. If you have never come to a Reading 
Group discussion, or have not been in a while, 
please consider joining us. 

• November 5: I Am Legend by Richard Matheson  
• November 20: Keeping It Real by Justina 

Robson  

• December 3: The Lightning Thief by Rick 
Riordan 

• Tuesday, December 18: The Android's Dream by 
ArmadilloCon 30 Guest of Honor John Scalzi  

• Monday, January 7: The Demon and the City by 
Liz Williams  

• Tuesday, January 22: The Stars My Destination 
by Alfred Bester  

• Monday, February 4: Mothers and Other 
Monsters by Maureen F. McHugh  

• Tuesday, February 19: Glasshouse by Charles 
Stross  

• Monday, March 3: The Moon is a Harsh Mistress 
by Robert A. Heinlein  

• Tuesday, March 18: Farthing by Jo Walton 

All Reading Group meetings start at 7 PM. We 
have two meetings each month, one on a Monday 
and one on a Tuesday. Monday meetings are held at 
the North Village Branch of the Austin Public Library, 
where we are now an official program. For the 
locations of our Tuesday meetings or more 
information, contact our Reading Group organizer 
(reading@fact.org). The discussions of the books, 
what we like and what we do not like, are great fun. 
You can read reports from these meetings in The 
FACT Sheet.  

RIP Madeleine L’engle 

Madeleine L’Engle died on September 7. She 
was the author of over 60 books, including the 
award-winning A Wrinkle in Time. The memorial 
service will be held on November 28th at 4 p.m. at 
The Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York 
City. That is the day before what would have been 
her 89th birthday. NPR has posted several related 
stories: one about tessering (tinyurl.com/26xyc9), 
another an interview with Dr. Janice Voss, an 
astronaut whose career and love of science fiction 
were inspired by reading A Wrinkle in Time in 1966 
(tinyurl.com/2pffvm). 

Worldcon 2007 

report 

-- Submitted by Sonia Santana  

Tom Davidson and I attended Nippon 2007 
Worldcon over Labor Day weekend.  This was only 
my fourth Worldcon so Kurt Baty's Worldcon 
attendance record is safe from me.  We saw a few 
Texans and a few familiar guests from 
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Join us! All FACT members are invited 

to all of these events! 

Oct. 26 (Friday), 7-10:30 PM: Ursa Major Social 
Meeting/Party Lynn Ward's apartment, 
3711 Medical Dr. #1614, San Antonio. FACT 
members welcome. Call Lynn for directions 
and to confirm location 210-218-2800. 

Nov. 5 (Monday), 7 PM: FACT Reading Group, 
Austin Public Library, North Village Branch, 
2139 W. Anderson Lane, I Am Legend by 
Richard Matheson 

Nov. 10 (Saturday), 6-11:30 PM: Adult Gaming. 
1317 Bunratty Circle, Pflugerville, 78660 

Nov. 11 (Sunday), 2-4 PM: FACT Board 
Meeting, Austin Public Library, Carver 
Branch, 1161 Angelina 

Nov. 20 (Tuesday), 7 PM: FACT Reading Group, 
Keeping It Real by Justina Robson. Contact 
reading@fact.org for details. 
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ArmadilloCons.  The attendance was small, around 
3,000, but I felt it was still a great convention.   I 
enjoyed it quite a bit.   

Kurt put out ArmadilloCon and Alamo flyers on 
the information table. I'm thinking that some spiffy 
Kurt was here" stickers are needed for future 
conventions to start a buzz or just confuse the heck 
out of people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When Tom and I first signed up to pre-support 

Nippon 2007 in Chicago in 2000 we just thought it 
would be a neat idea.  Back then we even believed 
that translation technology would make huge leaps 
and the language would not be an issue.  Ha!  Well 
you could buy a Canon Wordtank (Japanese 
electronic dictionary) if you had an extra three or 
four hundred dollars burning in your pocket.  We 
opted to do more sightseeing in Japan instead. We 
visited Tokyo, Kyoto, Nagoya and Kamakura during 
our two weeks. That was a lot more than the 
Wordtank would cost but Japan is a beautiful 
country and it was a once in a lifetime opportunity. 

One of the first things we did with other fans 
was visit the Studio Ghibli museum in the Tokyo 
area on Thursday morning.  It was one of the  

highlights of our trip. Studio Ghibli produced the 
wonderful animation films Princess Mononoke, My 
Neighbor Totoro, Spirited Away and Howl's Moving 
Castle.  The museum was like a huge movie set with 
lots of props and wonderfully whimsical rooms that 
would delight a child of any age. We also visited the 
robot museum in Nagoya, which is an absolute must 
for robot enthusiasts. 

The convention center Pacifico Yokohama had a 
futuristic look appropriate for the first Worldcon in 
Asia.  A nearby entertainment park called Cosmo 
World complete with a giant Ferris wheel was 
brightly lit up and visible everywhere you went in 
the area at night. The Worldcon committee even got 
the mayor of Yokohama to attend the opening 
ceremonies.   

The Worldcon committee did a fine job at 
balancing the programming tracks while trying to 
deal with the language barrier.  There were two 
separate tracks of programming since the Worldcon 
was also serving as the Japanese SF yearly 
convention (JASFIC).  I thought quite a few of the 
Japan SF programming panels sounded really cool.  
I sneaked into a couple of them that had some had 
minor translation services, but for the most part you 
were expected to understand Japanese, so I went to 
the ones that at least I could visually understand.  
One was a cosplay panel, where I could enjoy the 
costumes.  The other, “Atomic Monster Ganilla,” was 
a story telling panel with storyboards so I could get  

FACT member Spike Parsons sent the FACTlist a 
message during Worldcon confirming this: “I'm 
at Nippon2007. Last night a Swedish fan 
asked me about ArmadilloCon. I think Kurt 

is doing some promoting...” 

 

Copyright 2002, Kendall R. Hart. Demon02.   
“I don't know where I get my ideas.  I just do whatever this guy tells me.” 
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the gist of the story just by viewing the panels. 
I enjoyed both of them. 

The Japanese fans were extremely nice.  The 
sticker exchange program was a real icebreaker.  
We were even given a cold beer while standing in 
line for the Masquerade from a Japanese fan. I only 
had a couple of Texas postcards to reciprocate.  Not 
a fair exchange, but none was expected. "Kampai!" 

The English programming track also offered 
translation if it was requested. The translator would 
ask at the beginning of each panel if translation was 
needed.  Very few of the English track panels that I 
attended were actually translated.  Unfortunately I 
think most fans stayed within their own language 
track.  There were some mixed tracks where it was 
clearly stated that the panel was going to be both 
English and Japanese.  The artist guest of honor 
interview with Yoshitaka Amano was one of those 
mixed panels I attended. It went very well. It was a 
lot like a dubbed movie, except you got a two-
language track.  The translation time was something 
Worldcon had to deal with.  Most of the panels were 
scheduled for two hours since they expected a lot of 
translation to occur.  After about an hour you just 
got the urge to move on to another one of the 
panels. Too much you wanted to see. 

I got to see one of the several plays that were 
part of the Worldcon programming. I saw the one 
entitled Solaris based on Stanislaw Lem's novel. The 
play was in Japanese but the acting group put up 
English translations on a side screen.  It didn't 
detract from the presentation of the play at all. 

Midday on Saturday, Tom and I went to the 
"Hiroyuki Nanba and '87 Sense of Wonder" concert 
which was presented in one of their auditoriums.  
They bill themselves as a progressive rock band. We 
thought they reminded us of Emerson, Lake & 
Palmer.  (Showing our age there!)  We loved it. You 
can find a clip of them on YouTube: 
tinyurl.com/2j7zhz.  

In addition to the Hugo awards ceremony and 
the Masquerade one of the other well attended 
presentations was the showing of fan produced the 
Star Trek New Voyages "World Enough and Time" 
episode starring George Takei.  George was in 
attendance, as was Marc Scott Zicree, the director 
of the episode.  The fans loved the episode and 
George and Marc loved the feedback. 

David Brin has a huge following in Japan.  His 
autograph line was really long.  He'd brought his 
whole family to Japan and they had just finished a 
convention in China too.  Lucky kids! 

We caught some great readings by Cory 
Doctorow and Charles Stross. We sat in on some 
lively discussion panels with Cory Doctorow, Charles 
Stross and Pat Cadigan.  We visited the art show 
and exhibit hall.  It was a typical programming-
packed Worldcon where it was difficult to decide 
what to do and when you could break away for 
lunch. 

You could learn the art of a Japanese tea 
ceremony or Japanese flower arranging or make 
origami or learn the process of Japanese Katana  
(sword) making. You could see a Tesla coil 
operating, run a robot with a laptop, or just enjoy 
the hall costumes.  The bid party floor was insane.  
The rooms were really nice but always very 
crowded.  The tatami mats in the party suites 
dictated shoe lined hallways. The sticker exchange 
made the hallways even more crowded.  Yet the 
hospitality was genuine.  Everyone was having fun.   
It was a science fiction convention in a whole 
different country. 

WorldCon 2009 

The location for Worldcon 2009 was chosen during 
Worldcon 2007. FACT member Karen Meschke 
reported that the vote was 507 votes for Montreal to 
341 for Kansas City, with 902 total ballots. 

Anticipation, the 67th World Science Fiction 
Convention, will be held August 6-10, 2009. Watch 
their site for updates: www.anticipationsf.ca. So far, 
all that is up is the list of guests, which (as 
expected) looks excellent: 

Neil Gaiman - Guest of Honor 
Elisabeth Vonarburg - Guest of Honor 
Taral Wayne - Fan Guest of Honor 
David Hartwell - Editor Guest of Honor 
Tom Doherty - Publisher Guest of Honor 
Julie Czerneda - Master of Ceremonies 

Space Squid 

Issue Number 4 of Space Squid, which bills itself 
as “Earth’s worst” SF and humor fanzine, is now 
available at BookPeople, Dragon’s Lair and 
Monkeywrench Books. Electronic back issues and t-
shirts are available online at www.spacesquid.com. 

OwlCon Call for GM’s 

OwlCon has put out a call for Gamemasters. GMs 
are asked “to run two slots of a four hour game for 
six or more players, preferably games that are still 
being actively supported by their publisher and/or 
are established enough to attract players.” In 
return, you get free admission to the convention, a 
chance to help your hobby, and a cool 
commemorative OwlCon T-shirt featuring that new 
logo. Get details and see the new logo at  
www.owlcon.com. 

University of 

Alberta receives SF 

collection 

The Winnipeg Sun reported on October 6 that 
science fiction enthusiast Chester Cuthbert is 
donating 60,000 volumes to the University of 
Alberta. He's donating his entire treasure trove of 
science fiction, a collection of books and magazines 
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compiled since the 1920s, to the University of 
Alberta. The Sun quoted him as saying, “They've 
provided me with instruction and entertainment. It's 
important to stimulate the imagination. Reading 
fantastic literature has been a joy to me, and I hope 
that other people enjoy it too.” Cuthbert will turn 95 
soon. Details are available at tinyurl.com/34ayd2. 

Factoids & Friends    

This column is for news about FACT members, their 

friends, Texas writers, and important events in the 

SF&F community. If you have any such news, 

please contact the F.A.C.T. Sheet Editor at 

publications@fact.org. 

Fact member Birthdays    

FACT members with recent or upcoming birthdays 
include: Eric Hollas (10/10), Jennifer Juday 
(10/17), Julia Thompson (10/20), Betty Hall 
(10/21), Kat Richardson (10/21), Madeleine 
Dimond (10/22), Bruce Tomlin (10/27) and 
Sonia Santana (11/17).  

Author & Publisher News 

Jayme Lynn Blaschke has a new story, “The 
Makeover Men,” in the online science fiction 
magazine HelixSF’s Fall 2007 issue (no. 6). “This is 
the most difficult story I've ever written. It's the 
closest I'll ever likely get to doing something in the 
James Tiptree, Jr., vein,” Blaschke says. Read it 
online at www.helixsf.com. He also has a review of 
China Mieville’s Un Lun Dun on the SF Site: 
http://tinyurl.com/2vcngt. 

CNN.com recently posted an interview with 
William Gibson: tinyurl.com/27u6zv. His newest 
book, Spook Country, has already been mentioned 
at the Reading Group, but of course, we will wait for 
the paperback to come out. 

Rick Klaw and Paul O. Miles were finalists for 
the Washington Science Fiction Association Small 
Press Award in the Short Form category for the 
story “A Penny A Word,” which appeared in Cross 
Plains Universe, the anthology co-published by FACT 
and MonkeyBrain Books. 

Rick Klaw published a review of The Best of Lady 
Churchill's Rosebud Wristlet in The Austin Chronicle. 
His Dark Forces Reading Group will be discussing 
The Best of Lady Churchill's Rosebud Wristlet on 
December 12. It is currently a candidate for the 
FACT Reading Group as well. Read the preface 
online at tinyurl.com/2245pb. 

Alexis Glynn Latner is surely glowing over the 
Washington Post’s recent review of Hurricane Moon, 
her first novel. “Hurricane Moon is a compelling 
work that creates believable worlds informed by 
hard science but populated with credible characters 
who aren't just mouthpieces for technological 
wizardry.” “Latner … weaves a complex story about 
how alien a new world can be. Mixed with these 

highbrow thoughts is some good old action as the 
planet does its best to kill inattentive settlers. By 
the end of the book, both the science and the spirit 
are joined in a union that is strong and dynamic. 
Hurricane Moon, despite a few structural missteps, 
is a resonant achievement.” See the complete 
review at tinyurl.com/yt2o2n. 

Texas writer ands gamer Phil Reed has an essay 
in Hobby Games: The 100 Best, which was recently 
released by Green Ronin Publishing. Other 
contributors include Steve Jackson and R.A. 
Salvatore. Copies have been spotted at Dragon’s 
Lair and on Amazon. 

Austin writer Jessica Reisman has sold a story 
to Down East Books. “When the Ice Goes Out” will 
appear in the anthology That Mysterious Door: 
Maine Tales of Fantasy and Speculation.  The book 
is due out in fall, 2008.  

Publishers Weekly has published an advance peek 
at Rick Riordan’s Battle of the Labyrinth, the 
fourth book in his Percy Jackson and the Olympians 
series. See it at tinyurl.com/36gaug. Note that the 
first volume in the series is the FACT Reading Group 
selection for December 3.  Mr. Riordan will appear at 
the Texas Book Festival Nov. 3-4. 

Martha Wells’s Ile-Rien books were spotlighted 
on SFSite as a “great overlooked” series. Read the 
article at www.sfsite.com/columns/over258.htm. 
Her Stargate novel, Stargate Atlantis: Reliquary, is 
back in stock at Barnes 7 Noble and Amazon. Her 
story “Wolf Night,” which was published online at 
Lone Star Stories, made it to the honorable mention 
list in Kelly Link and Gavin Grant's The Year's Best 
Fantasy and Horror 2007 anthology. Her first novel, 
The Element of Fire, published in 1993 by Tor, is 
available in a revised edition for free at 
www.marthawells.com/element.htm.  

Media News 
Episode One of Buffy Between the Lines has 

been released. View it online at tinyurl.com/yqshsd. 
Austin Browncoat Beth Nelson is a staff writer and 
crewmember for this production. 

Phillip Dodds, who played the sound engineer at 
the end of Close Encounters of a Third Kind, passed 
away on October 6. Mr. Dodds had gone on to be 
active in working for Multimedia PC media standards 
as well as the SCORM standard for online learning 
(tinyurl.com/23vae5). 

Del Rey has announced plans to publish a novel 
based on the TV show Heroes. Heroes: Saving 
Charlie, an original novel by Aury Wallington, will 
be released December 26, 2007. It will be based on 
the characters Hiro Nakamura and Charlie. 

George Lucas is planning a television spin-off of 
Star Wars, a live-action series that will focus on 
minor characters from the films. He is also working 
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on a computer-animated piece, Star Wars: The 
Clone Wars. See tinyurl.com/2ol6sx for details. 

New York Times best-selling author James 
Rollins (The Judas Strain, Black Order, Map of 
Bones and Sandstorm) has been tapped to write the 
tie-in book based on the long-awaited new movie, 
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull, 
which will premiere on May 22, 2008. 

According to TrekMovie.com, the Star Trek movie 
due out in 2008 is progressing nicely. Karl Urban is 
being talked to about the role of McCoy. British 
actor, writer and comedian Simon Pegg has won 
the role of Scotty. Pegg worked with director J.J. 
Abrams on Mission: Impossible: III. John Cho 
(American Pie) has been cast as Sulu. Zachary 
Quinto will play Spock, Zoe Saldana Uhura, and 
Anton Yelchin Chekov. Chris Pine was confirmed 
as the actor to play the young Kirk on October 18. 

The last week of September was the 20th 
anniversary of Star Trek The Next Generation. 
Entertainment Weekly posted an oral history that is 
a lot of fun: tinyurl.com/2gmn3s. Find links to more 
TNG Anniversary goodies at the This Week in Trek 
website: tinyurl.com/2ll3t5.  

Two of the most famous Star Trek: The Original 
Series episodes will be shown in select movie 
theaters nationwide on Tuesday, Nov. 13th at 7:30 
p.m. (local time) This event features two Season 1 
episodes, “The Menagerie” Parts 1 and 2, digitally 
re-mastered in High-Definition and Cinema 
Surround Sound. Also included is a greeting from 
creator Gene Roddenberry's son along with a 30-
minute behind-the-scenes look at how the episodes 
were digitally re-mastered. A number of central 
Texas theaters will participate. For details, see 
tinyurl.com/3deswn. 

An asteroid between Mars and Jupiter has been 
renamed 7307 Takei in honor of George Takei, 
best known as Sulu in the original Star Trek series. 
There are also asteroids named for Gene 
Roddenberry, Nichelle Nichols, Isaac Asimov, 
and Robert Heinlien. Read the details at 
tinyurl.com/3xbk96. 

Upcoming Events 

Other groups 

Oct. 22 (Mon), 7 PM, Bookpeople: The Ludicrous 
Speed Book Group will discuss The Princess 
Bride by William Goldman 

Oct. 25 (Thurs), 7 PM, Barnes & Noble Arboretum 
Café, Science and Religion in Fiction Book 
Club (Center for Inquiry) will discuss A 
Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 

Nov. 14 (Wed), 7 PM, Flight Path (corner of 51st and 
Duval): The Dark Forces Reading Group will 
discuss Dark Harvest by Norman Partridge 

Nov. 18 (Sun), 5 PM (food), 6 PM (viewing begins): 
AustinDrWho: For info, send a message to 
austindrwho@yahoogroups.com. 

Nov. 19 (Mon), 7 PM, Bookpeople: The Ludicrous 
Speed Book Group will discuss On Basilisk 
Station by David Weber 

Dec. 12 (Wed), 7 PM, Flight Path (corner of 51st and 
Duval): The Dark Forces Reading Group will 
discuss The Best of Lady Churchill's Rosebud 
Wristlet edited by Kelly Link and Gavin Grant 

 
Wednesdays, 7-11:30 PM, Thor’s Hammer: Center 

for Inquiry meets to play board and card 
games 

Saturdays, 12-8 PM, Great Hall Games: Austin 
Board Gamers                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

Movies & TV 

Alamo Drafthouse 
Grand Opening of the Alamo Ritz location is Nov. 1. 

Matango, 7 PM: With a mushroom feast.  
No Country for Old Men (sneak preview),  
9:45 PM 
First Terror Thursday, film TBD, 11:59 PM 
 

University of Texas Anime Club (Fridays, 7 PM, 
UT WEL 1.316). Series being viewed this semester 
include: Nodame Cantabile, Kyo Kara Maoh, Le 
Chevalier D’Eon, Claymore, Legend of the Galactic 
Heroes, Princess Tutu, Sayonara Zetsubou Sensei, 
and Speed Grapher. 
 
University of Texas Center for Russian, East 
European and Eurasian Studies (Wednesdays, 7 
PM, GRG 102, Geography Building, corner of 24th 
and Whitis) 
• Oct. 24: Stalker, Andrei Tarkovsky, dir. (1979) 
• Nov. 7: The Heart of a Dog, Vladimir Bortko, dir. 

(1988) 
• Nov. 28: Night Watch, Timur Bekmambetov, dir. 

(2004) 
 

Conventions & the Like    

Here are details on conventions that FACT 

members, associates, and Favorite Authors will 

attend. 

 
Nov. 3-4: Texas Book Festival, State Capitol 

Building, Austin, TX. 
Nov. 9-11: Millennium X, Wingate Inn and 

Conference Center, Round Rock. Gaming. 
 www.millenniumcon.com 
Feb. 8-10: OwlCon XXVII, Rice University, 

Houston, TX. Gaming, fantasy and science 
fiction. GoH is novelist and FACT Board member 
Aaron Allston. 

 www.owlcon.com 
Feb. 22-24: ConDFW VII, Richardson, TX 
 www.condfw.org 
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Apr. 25-27: Nebula Awards Weekend, Omni 
Austin Hotel, Austin, TX.  

 www.sfwa.org/awards/2008/index.html 
Mar. 14-16: ChimaeraCon, Crossroads Convention 

Center, San Antonio.  
 www.chimaeracon.com 
Mar. 27-30: AggieCon 39, College Station, TX. 
 aggiecon.tamu.edu 
Jun. 6-8: SoonerCon 2008, Biltmore Hotel, 

Oklahoma City, OK. GoH John Ringo; Artist GoH 
Tom Kidd; Toastmaster Selina Rosen. 

 www.soonercon.com 
Jun. 27-29: ApolloCon 2008, Houston, TX.  
 www.apollocon.org 
Jul. 25-27: Conestoga 12, Tulsa, OK. GoH Diana 

Gabaldon; Artists GoH Stephen Hickman; Fan 
GoH Tim Miller.  

 www.sftulsa.org 
Aug. 6-10: Denvention 3/WorldCon 66, Denver, 

CO. GoH Lois McMaster Bujold; Artists Guest 
Rick Sternbach; Fan GoH Tom Whitmore; 
Toastmaster Wil McCarthy. 

 denvention3.org 
Aug. 15-17: ArmadilloCon 30, Austin, TX: GoH 

John Scalzi; Artist GoH Dean Morrissey; Fan 
GoH Kelly Persons; Toastmaster Bill Crider.  

 www.armadillocon.org 
 

Reading Group 

Report 

Aug. 6: The Last 

Witchfinder by James 

Morrow 
Everybody started The Last Witchfinder by James 

Morrow. Half of the people finished it. All but one 
person had read James Morrow before. The Last 
Witchfinder chronicles the life of Jennet Sterne, a 
fictional 17th century woman. After her beloved 
aunt and mentor is accused of witchcraft and 
executed, the 12-year-old Jennet decides to make it 
her life mission to put an end to witch trials. For 
that she needs to come up with an incontrovertible 
argument that would convince everybody that the 
notion of witchcraft is absurd and impossible. She 
devotes her life to this grand task, and it takes her 
on many interesting, even improbable adventures. 

Everybody said the book was beautifully written. 
The prose was full of archaic turns of phrase, yet it 
didn't seem stilted or artificial. I personally was 
amazed that the characters' speech consistently 
sounded like it really could have been spoken three 
centuries ago. It must have taken some effort for a 
writer to maintain this prose style throughout a 
500+-page-long novel! 

Nonetheless, a few people commented that the 
book was very easy to put down. It is written in a 
picaresque form, which is uncommon nowadays, 
and it may distance a reader from the characters, so 
that it's difficult to get engrossed in a book in a 

page-turning way. Some readers admitted having 
wanted something a bit more escapist at the 
moment, so they did not continue. One reader said 
he could not enjoy the story, as good as it was, 
because it was too realistic. While appreciating the 
beautiful prose and the philosophical depth of the 
novel, he “could not forgive” James Morrow for 
torturing the reader. “I cared about the characters 
and I really feared for what was going to happen to 
them. I really figured he was going to kill [the 
protagonist]. [...] I know a little bit about 
witchhunting, and just the knowledge of pennyroyal 
for birth control was sufficient to be tried as a witch. 
Just herbal practices. There is an estimate that 
Malleus Maleficarum, the witchhunters' handbook, 
cost the lives of between 600,000 and 9 million 
people. In Europe, there were at least 40,000 
documented witch trial cases in 5 years. It was an 
unpleasant reality. This book was unpleasant for 
that reason. It was so hideous. I read SF to escape. 
If I wanted to find [about real-life horrors], I would 
turn on the news. [...] It's not that it wasn't well 
written. I just didn't want to be there. I didn't want 
to experience this.” (Despite that, he read through 
the end.) 

On the other hand, another reader found the 
witch trial scenes funny at the beginning; a scene 
where an accused witch is being “floated” even 
reminded him of Monty Python. However, as he 
realized the witchhunting specifics described in this 
book were historically accurate, he started to find 
them a little disturbing. 

I myself admit I found this book very disturbing 
and emotionally harrowing. It was hard to read 
about a brave, admirable heroine who risks 
everything, including her life, for an improbable 
cause. I was pretty sure that the forces she was up 
against were going to kill her. I even had to look to 
the end of the book to see how it turns out, 
something I almost never do. However, the fast 
pace of the book kept me engaged.  

There were a few of us who found the story 
riveting and did not want to put the book down. It 
wasn't just the adventures that kept people 
absorbed in the book, but first and foremost its 
philosophical themes. One reader has a special 
interest in the time period the book is set in, the era 
when Newton made his great discoveries. He has 
read biographies of many members of the Royal 
Society, the salient points of which he generously 
shared with us.  

The narrative in The Last Witchfinder is contained 
in an unusual framing device. The story is presented 
as if written by another book, Newton's Principia 
Mathematica. Interspersed with the main story are 
Principia’s personal reflections. We learn from them 
that Newton's masterpiece is engaged in a 
centuries-long war with Malleus Maleficarum, in 
which each book tries to destroy the existing copies 
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of the other, sometimes resorting to comical 
measures, such as sending troops of insects to eat 
the enemy's volumes. 

Principia Mathematica also admits it's been in love 
with Jennet ever since it laid eyes on her. One 
reader said she found those confessions of love very 
tender, but very weird. Another reader countered: 
“Hey, people love books -- why shouldn't a book 
love a person!” The notion of a book as a sentient 
being and an author of another book is probably the 
only science-fictional element in The Last 
Witchfinder. But even then, it is only a framing 
device. Other than that, readers noted, the only way 
The Last Witchfinder could fit within the SF/F genre 
is it if were put it in a “secret history” niche 
subgenre. 

But the book-writing-a-book device isn't merely 
for grins; in fact, it inspired some of the more 
interesting discussions in the reading group. One 
reader wondered, why was this framing device was 
needed at all? Perhaps because Morrow was trying 
to make a point that books have lives independent 
of what their authors intended? He said, “When an 
author releases the work into a literary world, the 
author can't say what it means anymore. It means 
what it means to the reader. Newton's Principia 
Mathematica feels very strongly about the demon 
hypothesis, even if Newton didn't. And I think 
Morrow is quite correct that the character's 
conclusion that Newton's Principia is the death knell 
of the demon hypothesis is quite true, even though 
Newton didn't see it that way." 

Indeed, Jennet got out of Principia Mathematica 
more than Newton intended. It prompted her to 
establish the principle of “sufficiency of the world” – 
the idea that phenomena of the world can be 
sufficiently explained by the natural world itself, 
without resorting to demons and the supernatural. 

Personally I thought the concept of a book as a 
conscious entity was simply meant to underscore 
the importance of wars of ideas that have been 
going on for ...well, for as long as there have been 
ideas. One reader speculated that the war between 
rationalism and superstition did not die off in the 
age of Enlightenment; quite the opposite, it 
intensified. “Witch hunts began to happen in the 
Renaissance, at a time in human history when we 
got a greater command of the physical world,” he 
said. “I've long been convinced that religious 
fundamentalism is a product of Enlightenment, not 
a reaction to the Enlightenment. Because it was 
then that we started to take the world literally 
enough, not as a collection of metaphors. Then we 
started taking those commands about not suffering 
a witch to live literally. At the same time, Newton's 
view of the world really did destroy that.” 

Regardless of the reasons why James Morrow 
chose to make Principia Mathematica a sentient 
being, many people in this group are no strangers 

to a feeling that books have lives of their own. One 
reader said she had this point made very clear to 
her at one time during her college days. She was 
taking a tour of the restricted rooms of her 
university library. One of those rooms contained one 
of the early editions of Principia Mathematica.  
Suddenly she realized that book was worth more 
than her life, because in case of fire, the room 
where the book was would be filled with flame 
retardant gas, which would kill her. 

 A couple of us thought Jennet, while a very 
admirable and brave character, was a bit too 
unrealistic for a 17th century woman. She was very 
independent, treated men as equal and expected to 
be treated as equal by them. Her notions about 
women's place in the society were those of a 21st 
century woman. We found it unlikely that she, as 
well as her mentor, aunt Isobel, could have been 
brought up with such modern attitudes, and that 
they were completely unaffected by expectations of 
submissiveness and passivity that were beaten into 
many of their contemporary women. However, one 
reader, who is better familiar with that time period, 
said there were a lot of very educated women in the 
1600s and 1700s, who wrote books, even very 
technical books. So while such women were 
unusual, it's not like they didn't exist. 

 

Fact Board Minutes 

Submitted by Elizabeth Burton 

August 2007 
The monthly meeting of the board of directors for 

the Fandom Association of Central Texas was called 
to order by Board Chair Brian Price at the 
Doubletree Hotel-North, 6505 IH-35 North, Austin, 
Texas, during ArmadilloCon 29 at  9:08 a.m. Present 
in addition to the chair were directors Aaron Allston, 
JP Sugarbroad, Elizabeth Burton, Jennifer Juday, 
Charles Siros and Dan Tolliver, Information Services 
Manager Kimm Carrillo, San Antonio Social Events 
Manager Lynn Ward, Registrar Sara Cooper, FACT 
members Earl Cooley III and Paul Pipkin and guests 
Rondinella Olsen and Joseph Smith. 

The secretary presented the minutes of the July 
meeting, and one typographical error was noted. 
There being no further additions, clarifications or 
corrections, it was moved by Charles Siros, 
seconded by Jennifer Juday that the minutes be 
approved as amended. Ayes: 7; Nays: 0; Abstain: 
0. 

Correspondence: The board received a thank-you 
from Pat Virzi for her gift. 

OFOFOFOFFICER REPORTSFICER REPORTSFICER REPORTSFICER REPORTS 

CHAIR 

Mr. Price reported he has been running open 
gaming at ArmadilloCon, which has been really fun. 
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He stated he has been working at recruiting the 
gamers to join FACT, as have other members. 

 

PRESIDENT 

Mr. William Siros not being present, Mr. Price 
advised Mr. Siros has requested the board appoint 
Jonathan Miles as vice-president so that someone is 
available to act in his place when he is unable to do 
so. The board agreed to accept the recommendation 
pending acceptance by Mr. Miles. 

 

TREASURER 

• Mr. Sugarbroad reported that the organization is 
in excellent financial health. As of 7/31/2007 
the net assets for the accounts are: FACT, 
$1,130.06; ArmadilloCon, $8781.34; World 
Fantasy, $24,804.91. 

• Revenues received: FACT, $44.00; 
ArmadilloCon, $3676.50; World Fantasy, 
$2250.00. 

• Expenditures: FACT, $518.12; ArmadilloCon, 
$1437.61; World Fantasy, $5. 

• Per request of ArmadilloCon chair Renee 
Babcock, Mr. Sugarbroad reported that as of 
7/31/2007 the convention account had a 
balance of $6,975.18, with total receipts for the 
month of July of $2,687.11 and total payments 
of $1325.81. 

SECRETARY 

Ms. Burton advised she would contact Joi 
Chevalier by phone to discuss public relations 
matters. 

 

SOCIAL DIRECTOR 

Ms. Ward advised she would begin submitting 
regular reports on San Antonio activities as 
requested. 

REGISTRAR 

Ms. Cooper reported not having received any of 
the emails reported in the minutes regarding her 
problems obtaining an up-to-date copy of the 
membership database. She advised she has now 
received a copy and noted a lot had expired 7/31. 
Ms. Burton explained memberships made or 
renewed at ArmadilloCon were considered to begin 
on 1 August. 

HISTORIAN 

Mr. Tolliver advised he is taking pictures of 
convention activities. Kimm Carrillo asked if he had 
an adequate number of storage boxes to store files 
in. Mr. Tolliver advised he felt he did at this time. 

 

MIS 

Mrs. Carrillo advised she is updating the FACT 
website; after the convention she will need to 
change the information on the ArmadilloCon site for 

the next one. She advised she has changed the 
password for the service and will do so every six 
months. She also advised will begin working on the 
portal shortly. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Ms. Juday advised she did work for 
ArmadilloCon—a membership ad, a flyer—and will 
be requesting convention reports in the next week 
to ten days for the FACT Sheet. Ms. Cooper asked 
about the status of the offered co-op relationship 
with the South by Southwest Festival. ArmadilloCon 
30 ads have also gone out. She handed out bundles 
of questionnaires for those present to take to panels 
and ask people to fill them out—the deadline is 
technically noon. Mrs. Carillo suggested putting 
them on the chairs prior to Howard Waldrop's 
reading as was done once before, as he refuses to 
begin until the audience members fill them out. 

QUARTERMASTER 

Mr. Charles Siros reported an inventory had been 
completed on the inside locker and the 
ArmadilloCon items were moved into the outside 
locker. If the list of libraries can be obtained in a 
timely fashion, we may be able to make EOM 
deadline to clear the extra locker. 

    

COMMITTEE REPORTSCOMMITTEE REPORTSCOMMITTEE REPORTSCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

ARMADILLOCON 28 

No report 

ARMADILLOCON 29 
No report 

ARMADILLOCON 30 
Ms. Juday reported she had composed some ads 

and flyers for distribution at the current convention. 
As of Sunday morning approximately 20 early 
registrations had been logged. 

WORLD FANTASY CONVENTION 

Mrs. Carrillo reported she has completed the job of 
comparing ads and outstanding payables and will 
endeavor to deal with the payables as soon as 
possible. 

READING GROUP 

No report 

 

OLD BUSINESSOLD BUSINESSOLD BUSINESSOLD BUSINESS 

1. Stepp Donation: Work is completed, and the 
item can be removed from the agenda. Artworks 
that didn’t sell at the charity auction were added to 
the art show auction. 

2. Utility Carts: One is modified; the other should 
be done shortly. 

3. Board Retreat: A lot of good ideas were 
discussed, including the questionnaire being 
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circulated at the convention. Mr. Price requested Ms. 
Burton assemble the notes into readable format, 
preferably by the next meeting. 

4. Hotel: Still no response. However, the committee 
has learned that several properties were sold to a 
management company, including the Doubletree. It 
being one of the more productive businesses, 
management is trying to maximize profits. Local 
staff is handicapped by having to go through the 
chain of command whenever a change is requested. 
It is clear we need to canvass to find suitable 
alternatives.  Paul Pipkin noted the Drury, where he 
is staying for the convention, provided wonderful 
attention, but Mr. C. Siros pointed out they lack 
function space, and our not doing any catering is a 
factor. Mr. Sugarbroad said the committee could use 
actual specs as to the amount of function space 
needed. Mr. Siros gave a general description of our 
needs. 

It was noted this agenda item should be included 
with the regular committee reports. 
 

5. Registrar's assistance: As noted, Ms. Cooper 
hasn't been getting the emails sent to her by the 
board. Mr. Sugarbroad noted we needed reports. 
Ms. Cooper advised she's sent them, but they are 
clearly not getting through. The secretary will 
contact Ms. Cooper no later than Wednesday prior 
to the next meeting to ensure a report has been 
sent and received. 
 
6. Social Events Manager: The position in Austin 
being still vacant, Mr. Allston advised he has 
prepared a want ad for inclusion in the next edition 
of the FACT Sheet. 
 

NEW BUSINESSNEW BUSINESSNEW BUSINESSNEW BUSINESS 

1. Mr. Sugarbroad advised he has accepted a new 
job and will be relocating to Seattle. He advised he 
is willing to continue as treasurer provided an 
assistant can be appointed locally to handle 
business. Mr. Tolliver offered to handle checking the 
mail and making deposits. Mr. Allston noted that the 
need for a new treasurer should be added to the 
agenda. 

2. Mr. Charles Siros suggested there is a need to 
reactivate the reimbursement form to be used by 
those working on FACT projects for better record 
maintenance. 

3. Mr. Allston recommended the board table the 
matter of naming a replacement director for Mr. 
Sugarbroad to allow time to talk to potential 
candidates. Jonathan Miles was suggested for the 
vacancy. 

4. Mr. Tolliver requested a discussion of the changes 
in the statute of operations for businesses in Texas 
be added to the agenda. 

5. The matter of what medium should be used for 
electronic meetings was discussed. Mr. Allston 
moved that AOL Instant Messenger be designated 
the means for such meetings, seconded by Ms. 
Juday. Ayes: 6; Nays:0; Abstain: 1 

6. Mr. Allston requested the board extend thanks to 
Mr. Sugarbroad for his support of the organization 
and hard work. 

There being no other business before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:59 a.m. 

The Fandom Association of 

Central Texas, Inc. 

The Fandom Association of Central Texas, Inc. 
(F.A.C.T.) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit literary/ 
educational corporation. To contact the board and 
officers as a group, send an e-mail message to 
board2007@fact.org. 

Board of Directors  

Aaron Allston   (512) 388-7873 
allston@aaronallston.com 

Elizabeth Burton (Secretary)(512) 707-2694 
zumayapublishing@sbcglobal.net  

Jennifer Juday (Publications) 
publications@fact.org (512) 821-3544  

Brian Price (Chairman) (512) 733-8376 
tbrianp@sbcglobal.net 

Charles Siros (Quartermaster, AC 30 Co-Chair) 
csiros@austin.rr.com (512) 527-3471 
 
J.P. Sugarbroad (Treasurer) (512) 731-3463 
taralx@gmail.com 

C. Dan Tolliver (Historian) (512) 944-9948 
history@fact.org 

Officers 

Renee Babcock (AC 29)  
rbabcock@alumni.utexas.net (512) 587-4299 

Kurt Baty (AC 30 Co-chair) 

 
Kimberly Carrillo (MIS) 
kantell13@yahoo.com (512) 989-5585 
 
Sara Cooper (Registrar) 
casacooper@satx.rr.com (210) 508-5277 

Mona Lisa Martinez (Convention Event 

Coordinator) 
tevilamb@yahoo.com (210) 632-3983 
 
Willie Siros (President)  
acs@crimeandspace.com (512) 383-1376 
 
Lynn Ward (Social Director-San Antonio) 
  (210) 462-9625 
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About The FACT Sheet 

Editor    Jennifer Juday 
Contact Information 
Mail: The F.A.C.T. Sheet, PO Box 26442, Austin, 

TX 78755 
E-mail: publications@fact.org 
Artwork: Dillotex logo is ©1988 by Brad W. Foster. 
Demon02 is ©2002 by Kendall R. Hart.  
Turning Away is © Anthony Ocean. 

Copyrights: All contents copyright © 2007 by 
the Fandom Association of Central Texas, Inc., 
except where otherwise noted. 

Trademarks: “World Science Fiction Convention,” 
“WorldCon,” and “Hugo” are registered service 
marks of the World Science Fiction Society, an 
unincorporated non-profit literary society. 
Nebula Awards is a registered trademark of the 
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America. 
 

“Turning Away,” Copyright Anthony Ocean. 
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JOIN US! JOIN US! JOIN US! JOIN US!     

    

All FACT members are invitedAll FACT members are invitedAll FACT members are invitedAll FACT members are invited

to all of these events!to all of these events!to all of these events!to all of these events!    

 
Oct. 26 (Friday), 7-10:30 PM: Ursa Major Social 

Meeting/Party Lynn Ward's apartment, 3711 
Medical Dr. #1614, San Antonio. FACT members 
welcome. Call Lynn for directions and to confirm 
location 210-218-2800. 

Nov. 5 (Monday), 7 PM: FACT Reading Group, 
Austin Public Library, North Village Branch, 2139 
W. Anderson Lane, I Am Legend by Richard 
Matheson 

Nov. 10 (Saturday), 6-11:30 PM: Adult Gaming. 
1317 Bunratty Circle, Pflugerville, 78660 

Nov. 11 (Sunday), 2-4 PM: FACT Board Meeting, 
Austin Public Library, Carver Branch, 1161 
Angelina 

Nov. 20 (Tuesday), 7 PM: FACT Reading Group, 
Keeping It Real by Justina Robson. Contact 
reading@fact.org for details. 

Celebrity Birthdays Celebrity Birthdays Celebrity Birthdays Celebrity Birthdays ---- October October October October 

1 Donald A. Wollheim (editor at Ace; Daw founder) 
2  Vernor Vinge (A Fire Upon the Deep) 
4 Anne Rice (Interview with the Vampire) 
5 Clive Barker (Imajica), Robert Goddard (launched 

the world’s first liquid-fueled rocket) 
8 Frank Herbert (Dune) 
9 David Brin (Uplift series), Jacqueline Carey 

(Kushiel’s Dart) 
15 Walter Jon Williams (Dread Empire’s Fall series) 
17 Robert Jordan (The Wheel of Time series) 
18 Katherine Kurtz (Deryni series, Lammas Night), 

Charles Stross (Singularity Sky) 
19 Philip Pullman (His Dark Materials series) 
20 Erle M. Korshak (Fandom Hall of Fame 1996), 

Lynn Flewelling (The Bone Doll’s Twin) 
21 Ursula K. LeGuin (Earthsea series, Ekumen 

series, Changing Planes), Richard C. Meredith 
(Timeliner trilogy) 

22 2007 Nobel Winner Doris Lessing (Canopus in 
Argos series), Suzy McKee Charnas (The Holdfast 
Chronicles series), Graham Joyce (The Facts of 
Life) 

23 Michael Crichton (Prey) 
24 David Weber (Honor Harrington series) 
25 Rusty Schweickart (Apollo 9 astronaut) 
26 Jim Butcher (The Dresden Files series) 
31 Neal Stephenson (Snow Crash) 


