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David Lee Anderson to be Artist Guest 
of Honor at ArmadilloCon 30 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, artist Dean Mor-
rissey will not be able to attend ArmadilloCon 30. 
He had been invited to attend as a guest of honor. 
We are sorry he will not be able attend and wish him 
well. 

David Lee Anderson has graciously agreed to be 
the Artist Guest of Honor for ArmadilloCon 30. Mr. 
Anderson has shown paintings at more than 440 
convention art shows since 1980. He has been the 
Artist Guest of Honor for twenty conventions, Toast-
master three times and Fan Guest of Honor once. He 
has worked for TOR Books, Baen Books, Tomorrow 
SF Magazine, Isaac Asimov’s SF Magazine, Mayfair 
Games, Bethesda Softworks, Yard Dog Books and a 
number of independent publishers and record labels. 
Mr. Anderson is known for his science fiction space 
paintings, and science art of current and historic 
space activity, although he does fantasy work as well. 
He is a fan of SF hardware artists, but cites influ-
ences as diverse as Robert McCall, Syd Mead, N. C. 
Wyeth, Roger Dean and the Brandywine illustrators. 
He was President of the Association of Science Fiction 
and Fantasy Artists 1990-92.

World Launch of New Riordan Novel 
at BookPeople May 6

BookPeople is hosting the world launch of Rick 
Riordan’s tour for The Battle of the Labyrinth, the 
fourth book in the Percy Jackson series. In addition 
to a booksigning, there will be a giant parking lot 
party with Greek training, a centaur, Austin Improv 
Collective, various local food vendors, an oracle and 
much more. Vouchers for the book are on sale now. 
Note that at least one book from the Percy Jackson 
series must be purchased at BookPeople to have 
your books signed. To whet your appetite, you can 
read a few hints in a letter from Percy Jackson at 
tinyurl.com/6qsqfr. The Battle of the Labyrinth, will 
have a 1 million copy first print and goes on sale May 
6.

In related news, Mr. Riordan has signed a multi-

book deal which includes a new, original fantasy 
series with Disney Publishing Worldwide. 

Michael Chabon Signing at 
BookPeople May 7

Michael Chabon will be signing copies of The Yid-
dish Policeman’s Union at BookPeople on Wednesday, 
May 7, at 7 p.m. The Yiddish Policeman’s Union won 
the 2008 Nebula Award for Best Novel, is a finalist for 
one of this year’s Locus Awards, has been nominated 
for a Hugo, and is the FACT North Reading Group 
selection for July 7.

FACT Board Meeting May 4 -- All 
Members Welcome!

The monthly FACT Board meeting has been moved 
to May 4, so that members can celebrate Mother’s 
Day on May 11. The meeting will be held at the 
usual time (2-4 PM) and at the usual location (Carver 
Branch, Austin Public Library, 1161 Angelina Street). 
All FACT members are invited to attend.

Austin Barnes & Noble to Host 
Signing by Martha Wells. J.M. 

McDermott & Rob Rogers
Former ArmadilloCon Guest of Honor Martha Wells 

will sign books at the Barnes and Noble on 5601 Bro-
die Lane in Austin, Texas, on Saturday, May 17, from 
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Also signing books at that time 
will be J. M. McDermott (Last Dragon) and Rob Rog-
ers (Devil’s Cape). J. M. McDermott graduated from 
the University of Houston in 2002 and now lives in 
Arlington. Rob Rogers lives in the Dallas/Fort Worth 
area.  All three authors will be participating in Arma-
dilloCon 30 programming. 

FACT Campaign to Support Texas 
Author James Reasoner Continues

Texas author James Reasoner recently lost every-
thing, including their entire library, in a fire. FACT 
has published an Amazon Wish List of titles that will 
help them get back on their feet by restocking his 
reference library. Mr. Reasoner sent us a list of 59 
titles. We are over half way to completing there, as 35 
of those have been purchased. Please join other FACT 
members in supporting this writer in need. Go to 
www.fact.org and select the “Donate Today” link.

Nebula Award Winners Announced
Winners of this year’s Nebula Awards, presented by 

the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America, 
were announced on Saturday April 26, 2008, in Aus-
tin. A big congratulations to the Nebula Committe! 
We’ll publish more about the Nebula Awards weekend 
next month!

Novel: The Yiddish Policeman’s Union, Michael Cha-
bon (HarperCollins)

Novella: “Fountain of Age,” Nancy Kress (Asimov’s, 
July 2007)

Novelette: “The Merchant and the Alchemist’s Gate”, 

Have you purchased your ArmadilloCon 30 
membership yet?  Don’t put it off!
www.ArmadilloCon.org
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Ted Chiang (F&SF Sept 2007; Subterranean Press) 
Short Story: “Always”, Karen Joy Fowler (Asimov’s 

Apr/May 2007) 
Script: Pan’s Labyrinth, Guillermo del Toro 
Andre Norton Award: Harry Potter and the Deathly 

Hallows, J.K. Rowling (Scholastic)
Michael Moorcock was presented the Damon Knight 

Memorial Grand Master Award, and Melisa Michaels 
and Graham P. Collins were presented with SFWA 
Service Awards. 

According to the SFWA press release, these are first 
Nebula Award wins for Michael Chabon and Guiller-
mo del Toro. Nancy Kress has won three times previ-
ously, most recently for “The Flowers of Aulit Prison” 
in 1988. Ted Chiang has also won three times previ-
ously, most recently for “Hell is the Absence of God” 
in 2003 -- in fact, Chiang has now won the Nebula 
all four times that he has been nominated. This is a 
second win for Karen Joy Fowler, who was awarded 
a Nebula in 2004 for the short story “What I Didn’t 
See”. J.K. Rowling has never been nominated for an 
SFWA Award previously.

Support FACT by Throwing Con 
Parties!

Love going to cons? Love planning parties? Have 
we got a job for you! FACT is looking for a convention 
events manager. 

To do this, you will plan and throw room parties at 
area conventions to promote ArmadilloCon and other  
FACT-sponsored or supported events. 

While always welcome, you would NOT need to at-
tend board meetings  on a regular basis. An update 
e-mailed to the secretary of the board once a month 
(before each month’s Board Meeting) will be fine.

Being part of FACT has its benefits. Being an active 
part of FACT means helping spread word about our 
great club and about ArmadilloCon. All you have to 
do is throw parties!

If you’re willing to help and/or have any questions 
about exactly what the job entails, please drop board 
chairman Brian Price a note at tbrianp@sbcglobal.net 
ASAP.

Free Comic Book Day is May 3!
Free Comic Book Day is a single day when partici-

pating comic book shops across North America and 
around the world give away comic books absolutely 
free to anyone who comes into their stores. Partici-
pants will include Austin Books & Comics.

Tiptree Award Announced
The winner of this year’s James Tiptree, Jr. Award 

has been announced. Sarah Hall will receive the 
award, which includes a $1000 prize, at WisCon 32. 
She is receiving the award for The Carhullan Army, 
published last year in the UK by Faber and Faber, 
and just published in the US as Daughters of the 
North.  

Locus Award Ballot Includes Many 
ArmadilloCon Major Guests

The Locus Award ballot is out, and 16 former or 
current ArmadilloCon major guests have nomina-
tions:

Emma Bull (Territory)
Gardner Dozois (The New Space Opera, Year’s Best 

SF: 24th Annual Collection, Editor)
Neil Gaiman (“The Witch’s Headstone”)
Ellen Datlow (The Coyote Road, Editor)
William Gibson (Spook Country)
Joe Haldeman (The Accidental Time Machine)
David G. Hartwell (Editor)
Guy Gavriel Kay (Ysabel)
Patrick Nielsen Hayden (Editor)
John Picacio (Artist)
Dan Simmons (“Muse of Fire”)
Charles Stross (Halting State, “Trunk and Disor-

derly”)
Gordon Van Gelder (Editor)
Charles Vess (Artist)
Howard Waldrop (Things Will Never Be The Same)
Connie Willis (“All Seated on the Ground”, The Win-

dows of Marble Arch and Other Stories)
For the complete list of nominees, see 

www.locusmag.com.

Compton Crook Award
Finalists for this year’s Compton Crook Award for 

best first novel, presented by the Baltimore Science 
Fiction Society, are The Blade Itself by Joe Abercom-
bie (Pyr), The Outback Stars by Sandra McDonald 
(Tor), The Name of the Wind by Patrick Rothfuss 
(DAW), Magic Lost, Trouble Found by Lisa Shea-
rin (Ace), and One Jump Ahead by Mark Van Name 
(Baen). The winner will be announced at Balticon 42 
in May. 

Reminder - FACT Boat Trip June 14
FACT’s annual boat trip is scheduled for Saturday, 

June 14, from 11 AM SHARP to 3 PM SHARP. Watch 
The FACT Sheet and FactList for details as the date 
approaches.



FACToids and Friends
Scott A. Cupp, “the greatest living Sci Fi short-

story writer in San Antonio, Texas,” has launched a 
new website, constructed with the able assitance of 
FACT member Kimm Antell (a.k.a., “webmistress 
to the stars”). Check it out at www.scottcupp.com. 
Highlights include a bibliography and links to seven 
short stories.

Mark Finn now has five works available on 
www.wowio.com. .Go there now to get Finn’s Gods 
New and Used, Year of the Hare, and Heroic Tales 1, 
2 and 4, all of which feature material by Mr. Finn. 
There is no cost to you, and Mr. Finn gets paid out of 
the site’s advertising revenue.

Joe R. Lansdale was interviewed by the Dallas 
Morning News as a part of a story on the Nebula 
Awards, at which he served as Toastmaster. Read the 
full story at tinyurl.com/5vpyxz.

Texas author J.M. McDermott will be signing cop-
ies of Last Dragon, a new novel, at Barnes and Noble 
on Brodie Lane in Austin on Saturday, May 17, from 
2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  The publisher describes this book 
as “a tale of revenge that grows into something more 
... a literary fantasy novel in the tradition of Gene 
Wolfe and Gabriel Garcia Marquez.” You can down-
load a sample chapter at tinyurl.com/6hcpg4.

Locus has published another film review by Austin 
authors Lawrence Person and Howard Waldrop.  
Read their funny and thoughtful review of The For-
biden Kingdom at tinyurl.com/6zo4za.

San Anonio artist Sherlock Watson forwarded a link 
to an online piece composed of thousands of science 
fiction magazine covers. See it at tinyurl.com/8c5bt.

John Scalzi, who will be Guest of Honor at Arma-
dilloCon 30, is featured in several recordings from 
ConFusion 2008. Go to timetravelershow.com and 
select Conventions to hear Scalzi on “The Art and Sci-
ence of Evolving as a Writer,” “Piracy of Fiction on the 
Internet,” and “The Totally Awesome Duo -- Revealed” 
(an interview with ConFusion 2008 Guests of Honor 
Justine Larbalestier and Scott Westerfeld).

“Howard Waldrop Upgrades to Steam Powered 
Typewriter” read an April 1 headline at Locus Online.  
Enjoy the fun at tinyurl.com/6h4jke. A number of 
other hilarious headlines were posted at Locus for 
April 1, including “Bravo TV Wraps First Season of 
Top Writer” (tinyurl.com/5c7j5x).

Howard Waldrop will be Toastmaster at FenCon V, 
which will be held October 3-5 in Dallas.

Convention Updates
The Adam’s Mark Hotel, where A-Kon 19 is being 

held, is now the Sheraton Dallas. Due to the change-
over in reservation systems, you may want to give 
them a call and make sure your room reservation is 
confirmed properly. The A-Kon committee does not 
anticipate many problems, but wants to avoid any 

confusion. 
BuboniCon 40 has added some new guests, and it 

should; be a great convention. The lineup now in-
cludes David Weber (GoH), Daniel Abraham (Toast-
master), Bob Eggleton (Guest Artist), and: Mario 
Acevedo, Doug Beason, Richard Berthold, Ben Bova, 
Yvonne Coats, Terry England, Steven Gould, Betsy 
James, Andy Kuhn, Anne & Jeff Lambert, Jane 
Lindskold,George RR Martin, Victor Milan, John J. 
Miller, Laura J. Mixon, Pati Nagle, Richard E. Peck, 
John Pelan, Scott Phillips, Debbie Lynn Smith, Me-
linda Snodgrass, S.M. Stirling, Pari Noskin Taichert, 
Ian Tregillis, Robert Vardeman, Carrie Vaughn, Jerry 
Weinberg and Walter Jon Williams.

Rates for ApolloCon 2008 go up on May 1. You can 
purchase a membership online to get the discount.

Howard Waldrop will be Toastmaster at FenCon V, 
which will be held October 3-5 in Dallas.

Richard Kiel, who played Jaws in The Spy Who 
Loved Me and Moonraker, is the latest addition to the 
guest list at Lazy Dragon Con. Also note that rates 
for Lazy Dragon Con go up on April 30. Buy now to 
get the advance rate.

Convention Listing
May 30 – Jun. 6: A-Kon 19, Sheraton Dallas 

(formerly the Adam’s Mark), Dallas, TX. The oldest 
continually running, anime-based convention in N. 
America. Memberships for adults are $45, $15 for 
kids 6-12, free for kids 5 and under. www.a-kon.com

Jun. 6-8: SoonerCon 2008, Biltmore Hotel, Okla-
homa City, OK. GoH: John Ringo, AGoH: Tom Kidd, 
Toastmaster: Selina Rosen, SGoH: Walter Koenig. 
Memberships $30 in advance. www.soonercon.com

Jun. 27-29: ApolloCon 2008, DoubleTree Hotel 
Houston Intercontinental Airport, Houston, TX. GoH 
Allen Steele; Artist GoH Brad Foster; Editor GoH Lou 
Anders; Fan GoH Anne K. G. Murphy; Filk GoH Mar-
garet Middleton. Memberships $30 until May 1, $35 
until the con. www.apollocon.org

Jul. 18-20: Lazy Dragon Con, Quality Inn, McK-
inney, TX. Media Guest: Scott L. Schwartz; Media 
Guest: James Hampton; Media Guests Burton Gil-
liam, Dean Mitchell, Christian Simpson, Mike Savva; 
Robert A. Steffenino, Justice Radio; Author Guest 
of Honor: Lee Martindale; Singer/Songwriter: Sarah 
Gillmore; Fan Guest of Honor: James “Jazz Man” 
Savage. Adult memberships $25 until April 30, then 
$30; children (5-12) $15. www.lazydragon.com

Jul. 25-27: Conestoga 12, Tulsa, OK. Literary SF 
convention. GoH Diana Gabaldon; Toastmaster: Gor-
don Van Gelder; Artist GoH Stephen Hickman; Fan 
GoH Tim Miller. $35 in advance. www.sftulsa.org

Aug. 6-10: Denvention 3/WorldCon 66, Denver, 
CO. GoH Lois McMaster Bujold; Artists Guest Rick 
Sternbach; Fan GoH Tom Whitmore; Toastmaster 
Wil McCarthy. Attending membership $200, children 
(under 12) $50. denvention3.org

Aug. 15-17: ArmadilloCon 30, Doubletree Austin 
North, Austin, TX. Literary SF convention. GoH John 

The FACT Sheet - Apr 2008 - 3



Scalzi; Artist GoH David Lee Anderson; Fan GoH 
Kelly Persons; Toastmaster Bill Crider. Regular mem-
berships (ages 13 and up) $30 until April 25, $20 for 
kids 7-12, 6 and under free. www.armadillocon.org

Aug. 22-24: BuboniCon 40, Albuquerque Grand 
Airport Hotel, Albuquerque, NM: GoH David Weber; 
Toastmaster Daniel Abraham; Artist Guest Bo Eggle-
ton; Auctioneer Robert E. Vardeman. Regular mem-
berships $30 until May 1, youth (ages 14-17) $18. 
www.bubonicon.com

Aug. 29 - Sept. 1: Anime Fest, Hyatt Regency Dal-
las at Reunion, Dallas, TX. Memberships $30 if paid 
online or postmarked by July 31, $15 for children 
(8-12). www.animefest.org

Oct. 3-5: FenCon V, Addison, TX. GoH Gregory 
Benford; Music GoH Three Weird Sisters; Fan GoH 
Gerald Burton; Special Guest Jay Lake. Regular 
memberships $30 until June 1, $35 before Sept. 1, 
$40 at door. www.fencon.org

Oct. 10-12: 2008 Browncoat Ball, Omni Hotel, 
Austin, TX. Memberships $150 for the weekend, $125 
for Saturday and Sunday, or Saturday only $100. 
www.browncoatball.com

Media News
Variety announced in March that Peter Berg is 

attached to direct a big screen adaptation of Frank 
Herbert’s Dune for Paramount Pictures. New Am-
sterdam’s Richard Rubenstein, who produced Sci 
Fi’s Dune and sequel Children of Dune, is one of the 
producers. See tinyurl.com/2rrwg7 for details. 

Summer 2008 New SF Movies
A number of promising SF films are slated to hit the 

theaters this summer. Here’s a quick list of titles and 
dates. For more information, see tinyurl.com/3yyvxb.

Iron Man (May 2)
Speed Racer (May 9)
The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian (May 16)
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull 

(May 23)
The Happening (director M. Night Shyamalan ) 

(June 13)
The Incredible Hulk (June 17)
Get Smart (June 20)
WALL-E (June 27)
Hancock (stars Will Smith) (July 2)
Hellboy II: The Golden Army (July 11)
Journey to the Center of the Earth 3D (July 11)
Meet Dave (stars Eddie Murphy) (July 11)
The Dark Knight (July 18)
X-Files 2 (July 25)
Wanted (stars Morgan Freeman, Angelina Jolie) 

(July 27)
Lost Boys 2: The Tribe (“Sometime in July”)
The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor (cast in-

cludes Jet Li) (August 1)
Babylon A.D. (Vin Diesel) (August 29)

Other Upcoming Movies
Austin Public Library, Howson Branch, Anime 

Club. 2500 Exposition, Austin, TX. Fri., May 2, 4 PM: 
Prince of Tennise. For ages 12 and over. 

University of Texas at Austin Anime Club. Fri-
days, 7 PM, UT Austin, Welch Hall, Room 1.316. 
Spring schedule includes: Nodame Cantabile, Kyo 
Kara Maoh!, Le Chevalier D’Eon, Legend of the Ga-
lactic Heroes, Princess Tutu, Minami-ke, Shigurui, 
Speed Grapher.

Book Groups
May 5  (Mon.), 7 PM: FACT North Austin Reading 

Group, Austin Public Library, North Village Branch, 
2139 W. Anderson Lane. Bridge of Birds by Barry 
Hughart. Dinner follows.

May 8 (Thurs.), 7 PM: FACT South Austin Reading 
Group, Austin Public Library, Pleasant Hill Branch, 
211 E. William Cannon Dr.

May 14 (Wed.), 7 PM: Dark Forces Reading Group, 
Flightpath Coffee House, The Terror by Dan Simmons

May 19 (Mon.), 7 PM, BookPeople: The Ludicrous 
Speed Book Group will discuss Shatterday by Harlan 
Ellison

May 19 (Mon.), 7 PM, Austin Public Library Howson 
Branch (2500 Exposition): Howson Branch Science 
Fiction Book Club will discuss Brasyl by Ian McDon-
ald

May 20 (Tues.), 7 PM: FACT North Austin Reading 
Group, Water Rites by Mary Rosenblum. Dinner fol-
lows. Contact reading@fact.org for location informa-
tion.

May 22 (Thurs.), 7 PM: FACT South Austin Read-
ing Group, Austin Public Library, Pleasant Hill 
Branch, 211 E. William Cannon Dr.
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May 29 (Thurs.), 7-8:30 PM, Barnes & Noble Arbo-
retum Café, Science and Religion in Fiction Book 
Club (Center for Inquiry) will discuss Satanic Verses 
by Salman Rushdie

Gaming
May 10, 6 PM: FACT Adult Gaming. This is sched-

uled on the second Saturday of the month at a FACT 
member’s home. The April meeting is at the home of 
Ed Scarbrough. For directions: tbrianp@sbcglobal.net

Saturdays, 12-8 PM, Great Hall Games: Austin 
Board Gamers meet at store for gaming.

Upcoming Social Events
Fri., May 30, 7:30-10:30 PM, Ursa Major Party/

Meet-Up, Lynn Ward’s apartment, 3711 Medi-
cal Dr. #1614, San Antonio. Call Lynn for direc-
tions and to confirm location: 210-218-2800. 
www.groups.yahoo.com/group/UrsaMajorSciFi

Writing
Fri., Aug. 15, ArmadilloCon 30 Writers Work-

shop. Deadline to complete application is June 30. 
Pros teaching at this year’s workshop are: Jayme 
Lynn Blaschke, Rachel Caine, Kimberly Frost, Bev 
Hale, Phoebe Kitanidis, Chris Roberson, Melissa Ty-
ler, Martin Wagner, Martha Wells (tentative) and Don 
Webb.

Oct. 2-3, FenCon V Writer’s Workshop. Jay Lake 
will be the instructor. Spaces will be limited to 20. 
Submission information is available after you regis-
ter ($65, including your FenCon membership). See 
details at tinyurl.com/5pw5wd.

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7-10 PM: Slug Tribe, Han-
cock Rec Center (41st and Red River) in Activity 
Room #2

May 17, 9:30 AM - 12 NOON: Austin Children’s 
Book Writers & Illustrators, Barnes and Noble 
Westlake 9:30 - 11:00, Open Critique (9:30), Chap-
ter Meeting (10:30), Life Drawing Session (starts at 
12).  Critique is totally open. Anyone can bring five 
pages of their work-in-progress for the rest of the 
group to comment and make suggestions on. Please 
bring six copies. Find out more about this group at 
www.austinscbwi.com.

Reading Group Reports
January 7: The Demon and the City by Liz 

Williams
Ten of us gathered at the North Village library for 

this meeting. Our topic was The Demon and the City, 
second in the Detective Inspector Chen supernatural 
crime. While the first novel, The Snake Agent, focused 
on the human Chen, this book concentrates more on 
Chen’s partner, the demon Zhu Irzh. Nine of us had 
read Liz Williams previously. We all started the book, 
and eight of us finished. 

The Demon and the City was one member’s first Liz 
Williams book. She started reading it but felt lost 

until she realized that there was a prior book. So she 
found The Snake Agent and read it, then returned 
to the newer book. She enjoyed it much more on the 
second try.

We liked a lot about this book. The setting and my-
thology, taken from China and India, were interest-
ing. The visit to the Chinese Heaven was fun, but too 
brief. We liked the book’s mystery element and how it 
unfolded. We enjoyed reading about people practicing 
feng shui.  We all felt that Williams is a strong story-
teller with good craft.  Her smooth and sensual prose 
style is perfect for this book.

It was fun to learn more about Zhu Irzh, but some 
wondered if he might be a better supporting charac-
ter. We were amused that he came from Hell’s Vice 
Squad, whose directive was to encourage vice.  One 
person felt this book was strongly influenced by 9/
11. There is a striking image of a collapsing tower.

The book features an “evil CEO” whose role evolves 
over the course of the book. We were pleased that 
she was not simply a cardboard villain sent to jail at 
the end, but rather a complex character who looks 
to emerge as a major supporting character for the 
series. 

A few  people commented that while they liked this 
book, it was less satisfying than The Snake Agent. 
They felt The Demon and the City had less novelty, 
less “snapple and pop” in its plot, and a weaker 
ending. There were comments that the plot seemed 
rushed. Some even felt that Williams’s descriptions of 
visuals were not as good as in the prior book. 

Overall we enjoyed The Demon and the City, and 
most of us plan to read future books by Liz Williams.

At the end of the meeting, we had a brief discussion 
of other supernatural detective series to recommend.  
Those named include Thraxas by Martin Scott, Gar-
rett by Glen Cook, The Philosophical Strangler by Eric 
Flint, the Dresden Files by Jim Butcher, and the 
Sookie Stackhouse books by Charlaine Harris.

After the meeting, we had a nice dinner at Waterloo 
Ice House.

---A. T. Campbell, III

February 4: Mothers and Other Monsters  by 
Maureen F. McHugh

Seven people attended this meeting at the North Vil-
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lage library. Our topic was Mothers and Other Mon-
sters, a recent collection by Austin writer Maureen F. 
McHugh. Six of us had read McHugh before. We all 
started the book, and three of us finished.

Several stories stood out. “The Lincoln Train,” set 
during the Civil War, was moving and effective as it 
examined prejudice. “The Cost to Be Wise,” a caution-
ary tale about what can go wrong when one civiliza-
tion gives another too much help, hit many of us. 
It reminded one person of real-world situations in 
Africa. “Ancestor Money” was an intriguing look at 
the afterlife. And “Frankenstein’s Daughter,” about 
parents who have a hard time letting go of a deceased 
child, is deeply disturbing.

Most of the stories in this book are about families: 
parents bringing up difficult children, older folks los-
ing their mental faculties and being tended by rela-
tives, young people making peace with the ghosts of 
dead relatives.  Several of us related strongly to the 
family elements of these stories. Dogs and China also 
appear as recurring themes.

We all appreciate McHugh’s writing style. It’s clear, 
efficient, and does not call attention to itself. Her sto-
rytelling skills make it easy for the reader to be swept 
up in a story and pulled into the head of the protago-
nist. The writers in our group went through a techni-
cal analysis of McHugh’s technique. 

A couple of readers complained that the stories in 
this book are generally quite depressing, and it was 
difficult to read a whole book full of such stories in a 
short time. Several of us found that we had to spread 
out reading this book over several days.

We talked about the genre and packaging of the 
book. We generally felt the cover design and blurbs 
were intended to make this collection look like a 
mainstream book.  While most of the stories are sci-
ence fiction, a couple of them are just fiction. Howev-
er one person commented that even the stories with 
no speculative fiction component have a genre feel.

Overall we found this to be a book full of well-writ-
ten and emotionally effective stories.  After the meet-
ing, we had a nice dinner at Fuddrucker’s.

---A. T. Campbell, III

February 19: Glasshouse by Charles Stross
Thirteen people attended the discussion of Glass-

house by Charles Stross. All but one person had read 
Stross before. Eleven people started the book. About 
half of them finished it.

Glasshouse is set in the same universe as Stross’ 
earlier far-future novel Accelerando. To quote an 
Amazon.com review, the protagonist Robin “is one of 
millions who have had a mind wipe, to forget wartime 
memories that are too painful -- or too dangerously 
inconvenient for someone else. To evade the enemies 
who don’t think his mind wipe was enough, Robin 
volunteers to live in the experimental Glasshouse, 
a former prison for deranged war criminals that will 
recreate Earth’s “dark ages” (ca. 1950 -- 2040). En-
tering the community as a female, Robin is initially 

appalled by life as a suburban housewife, then he 
realizes the other participants are all either retired 
spies or soldiers. Worse yet, fragments of old memo-
ries return, extremely dangerous in the Glasshouse, 
where the experimenters’ intentions are as murky as 
Robin’s grasp of his own identity.”

Since all the characters participate in a full-time 
social experiment, the readers thought the setting 
resembled Big Brother, The Prisoner, and The Sims 
game.

One reader called this plot device Gulliver’s Travels. 
Just as Gulliver traveled into the Lilliputian lands 
and put his experiences with them into a framework 
we can understand, a far future person (Robin) trav-
eled into the past (our world) and told us how it looks 
like from his perspective. Robin / Reeve was more 
than a bit shocked by our reality, and it was amusing 
to see what shocked him / her. Stross does a good 
job of making the reader feel strange about things 
we’ve been taking for granted. For example, Reeve’s 
first look at the bathroom in her 20th century-
style house makes her think that the bathroom has 
crashed, because all the appliances remain extruded. 
Apparently in the far future appliances retract into 
the walls when not in use. Some readers found this 
scene hilarious. Also, Robin / Reeve’s perspective 
made me feel abnormal to have an “ortho” body that 
can’t take different shapes, the way far future hu-
mans’ bodies do.

Not everybody felt that way, though. Some readers 
didn’t like it that the characters switched their gender 
“all the time” (twice, actually, but that was two times 
too many for some people), or were dubious that the 
characters would be as comfortable in the body of op-
posite sex as they were in their originally chosen sex.

Others liked the ramifications of gender switching. 
A reader said: “if I’m in the universe where bodies are 
malleable, and I fall in love with you, to what degree 
it’s mental chemistry and to what degree it’s physical 
chemistry? I found that thing highly entertaining.” 
She was also entertained by Robin / Reeve’s outrage 
at discovering that an orthohuman female body she 
was given had no upper body strength.

Some people who had lived in the 50s were im-
pressed how Stross got many things right about the 
50s, especially considering he wasn’t alive back then. 
“He really nailed the small town, neo-Victoriana fun-
damentalist mind set of the 50s,” said a reader. “To 
me, the 1950s were not a time of jolliness and fun, 
they were time of being afraid of the government. And 
having a lot of nosy adults sticking their noses into 
my affairs”.

I don’t know about the 50s, but I can say that 
Glasshouse painted a very convincing picture of how 
an authoritarian state comes into being. The social 
engineering by which peer pressure works to support 
a dictatorship, causing even well-meaning people to 
become enforcers of an authoritarian government, 
was portrayed brilliantly. The “Church” in the novel 
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serves no other purpose than to keep people in line, 
and a reader observed that that’s exactly what the 
purpose of real-life churches in small towns seems 
to be. The same reader also praised Stross for not-
ing how certain parts of Christian liturgy can be very 
frightening to someone looking at it from an outside.

Some people said Glasshouse took them a while 
to get into. Some futuristic details, such as time 
measured in kiloseconds, megaseconds, etc., slowed 
down some readers’ progress. One reader was nearly 
ready to give up after having to interrupt the story 
again and again to convert megaseconds or gigasec-
onds into our conventional units of time (even though 
a conversion table is provided in the book).

But when the book got going, it became fun, people 
said. The ending was thought to be brilliant by some, 
and cheesy by others. One reader said the last 60 
pages where everything changed blew her brain. “I 
thought it was really terrific,” she said. “I reread that 
whole section twice. I think it takes a real skill for a 
writer to pull a rug from under the reader.” Another 
reader wasn’t too impressed. She said “the end just 
made me laugh. How cheesy is this! It turned into 
romance. I was totally shocked and entertained by 
this. I think Stross has a really twisted sense of hu-
mor.” She was referring to the twist at the end where 
a certain character sacrifices his / her life, and then 
it turns out that the character backed themselves 
up beforehand, so the whole idea of their sacrifice is 
turned on its head.

I liked the ending. I thought Stross struck a perfect 
balance between happy and realistic. The resolution 
is not what an optimist would expect, but neither 
does it end badly. One reader had an hypothesis, that 
the whole Glasshouse experiment might actually have 
been a front for a therapy session, because everybody 
in the Glasshouse was very damaged from the war. 
That’s an interesting idea, since it would explain the 
cheesy ending, but I’m not sure the rest of the book 
supports it.

-- Elze Hamilton, www.geekitude.com

March 3: The Moon is a Harsh Mistress by 
Robert A. Heinlein

Fourteen people attended this meeting at the North 
Village library, and two submitted comments by 
email. Four were first-time attendees. Our topic was 
A Moon is a Harsh Mistress, Heinlein’s classic novel 
of a revolutionary war between a lunar colony and 
the Earth. Nine of us had read Heinlein before. Ten of 
us started the book, and all finished. Four of us had 
read the book years earlier, including two who read it 
serialized in a magazine in the 1960s.

One reader said that Heinlein is one of his all-time 
favorite authors, and he’d read this book at least four 
times.  He remarked that Heinlein did an exceptional 
job predicting technological developments, and that 
even forty years after its publication, the technology 
holds up pretty well.  He praised the wonderful AI 
character, Mycroft (also known as Mike), who devel-

ops out of “emergent behavior”. And he praised this 
book’s Luna colony as a rational world you could 
imagine.

We liked Heinlein’s wonderful, clear writing. He 
does so many things well and does not have to ex-
plain them. He developed an artificial dialect for the 
lunar society, but he did it so well that he made it 
work.  Several people commented that the slang gives 
the book a charming and cozy feel. One person even 
said he started thinking in this dialect which reading 
the book.

A reader who had read this book on initial publica-
tion remarked on its innovations. The idea of an intel-
ligent computer was relatively new, but having one 
that would deliberately lie for a higher purpose was 
previously unthinkable. The idea of surrogate moth-
ers was shocking at the time.  

The depiction of relationships between men and 
women was a subject of much discussion. Line mar-
riages, which involve many people and have new 
members periodically voted in, are a new idea (par-
ticularly in the 60s) but make sense within the world 
of the book. Several in our group found the men on 
this planet to be unnaturally well-behaved in their 
treatment of women who are such a minority of the 
colony’s population. One person commented that 
Heinlein is old-fashioned in that even in his 60s nov-
els that counterculture embraced, most sex is within 
marriage and usually for the purpose of procreation.

Several of us feel The Moon is a Harsh Mistress is 
one of the most successful political sf novels. The 
consensus-building in the Luna colony makes sense. 
Many found the depiction of the revolution to be 
the most interesting part of the book. The emphasis 
on public relations and manipulation of media was 
amazingly forward-thinking. The cell-based organi-
zation of the revolution has become standard. Some 
think this would be a good handbook for a real-world 
revolution. 

A heavily libertarian viewpoint permeates the story. 
A few people mentioned how the ideas in this book 
influenced their personal politics. One person found 
the ideas off-putting and unworkable, since they de-
pend heavily on everyone having a family to take care 
of them.

We talked about some of this novel’s innovations 
that are now standard tropes. These include throw-
ing rocks as an effective space weapons system, the 
phrase “there ain’t no such thing as a free lunch” 
(TANSTAAFL), and many of the political ideas. 

One person was pleasantly surprised that the AI 
character was entirely a good influence and did not 
turn bad at the end. She found it refreshing that a 
computer would only inherit the best qualities of 
people. She felt that Mike was truly one of the heroes 
of the revolution. Another attendee commented on 
how pleased he was that in a later novel, The Cat Who 
Walks Through Walls, Heinlein sent people to rescue 
Mike from an unpleasant fate. 
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We did have some problems with the book. A couple 
of people complained about antiquated technology, a 
stitched-together social structure on Luna designed 
to make a point, and non-rigorous science.  One 
person felt that some characters were rather simple, 
designed as cardboard cutouts for political discus-
sions. She further commented that the “anarchist 
paradise” of Luna colony was unconvincing. A couple 
of us found these issues too distracting to find any 
value in the book.  The rest of the group could see 
and even agree with these concerns, but found plenty 
to like otherwise.

We two notable exceptions, we loved The Moon is a 
Harsh Mistress. At the end, we had a brief discussion 
to pick our favorite Heinlein book. Most of us had 
read at least ten of his books, and so had many to 
choose from. Our choices were the following:

1) The Moon is a Harsh Mistress 
2) Citizen of the Galaxy/Stranger in a Strange Land 

(tie)
 4) The Door into Summer/Have Spacesuit, Will 

Travel (tie)
 After the meeting, we had a nice dinner at Waterloo 

Ice House.
---A. T. Campbell, III

FACT Board Meeting: Feb. 2008
The monthly meeting of the board of directors for 

the Fandom Association of Central Texas was called 
to order by Board Chair Brian Price at the Carver 
Branch of the Austin Public Library, 1161 Angelina 

St., Austin, Texas, at 2:08 p.m. Present in addition to 
the chair were FACT President William Siros, Vice-
president Jonathan Miles, Directors Elizabeth Bur-
ton, Jennifer Juday, C. Dan Tolliver, Kurt Baty and 
Charles Siros, FACT Officers and Committee Chairs 
Sara Cooper, Kimm Antell Carrillo, Marianne Moul 
and Renee Babcock and FACT Members Karen Me-
schke, Paul Pipkin.

The secretary presented the minutes of the January 
meeting. There being no additions or corrections, it 
was moved by Ms. Juday, seconded by Mr. Tolliver, 
that they be approved as presented. Ayes: 5; Nays: 0; 
Abstain: 1.

CORRESPONDENCE: No correspondence

OFFICER REPORTS
CHAIR
Mr. Price advised he is working on ArmadilloCon 

30 as the dealer’s room coordinator and has had 
one inquiry already. Mrs. Carrillo advised she has a 
database of dealers from previous years she will send 
him.

PRESIDENT
William Siros reported he attended InstaCon him-

self and did receive requests from FACT members 
for membership fee assistance. He said he felt FACT 
was well-represented. In addition, Mr. Siros attended 
gaming and reading group, and is working with Ms. 
Juday and Ms. Cooper to determine a current list of 
those eligible to run for director and how many will 
be needed. He noted he also attended the dinner with 
Robin Hobb.

VICE-PRESIDENT
Mr. Miles said he attended IkkiCon, which was 

extremely crowded; he felt the venue was not suitable 
for a convention that size.

TREASURER
Ms. Moul reported that as of 1/31/2008 the ac-

count balances were: ArmadilloCon: $2907.71; FACT: 
$97.65; World Fantasy: $24,679.71.

February expenses: ArmadilloCon: $62.84; FACT: 
$255.00; World Fantasy: $5.00.

The board requested a detailed listing of receipts 
and expenditures for the FACT account to determine 
why the balance dropped so low since the last trea-
surer’s report. Ms. Burton pointed out that the last 
report was for the December balances, as the Janu-
ary statements had not arrived prior to that month’s 
meeting. However, Ms. Moul agreed to compile the 
listing.

SECRETARY
Ms. Burton advised she will contact the rec center 
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administrator to request the meeting room be re-
served at 1 p.m. rather than 2 p.m.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES MANAGER
Ms. Juday advised Ed Scarbrough is willing to as-

sume the job of Austin manager but does not want 
the title. Ms. Cooper reported on behalf of Lynn Ward 
that a writers’ workshop is planned for San Antonio.

Ms. Babcock volunteered to contact the boat trip 
people and make the deposit.

REGISTRAR
Ms. Cooper reported that she and Ms. Juday have 

been able to straighten out the membership data-
base, and that it appears we have 90 members, al-
though only about half that are actually listed as be-
ing paid up to date. Ms. Babcock said the highlighted 
membership expiration date on the FACT Sheet label 
was helpful, but wondered if sending a postcard 
would also be helpful. Mrs. Carrillo suggested send-
ing an email, which Ms. Cooper said they had decided 
to do in the short term. The board requested Ms. Coo-
per send an email to those whose memberships have 
expired. Mrs. Carrillo advised she will tend to setting 
up the Paypal cart for online registration.

HISTORIAN
Mr. Tolliver advised he is collecting items for an 

exhibit on the 50 years of Texas SF for ArmadilloCon 
and requested that anyone with historical items who 
is willing to donate them contact him.

MIS
Mrs. Carrillo stated she is currently adding a Pay-

pal button to the website—in fact, she was adding 
it as she reported doing so. She is planning a major 
website renovation, and will build the ArmadilloCon 
site as well. At some point, she wants to do an opti-
mization of the entire website; once the registration 
list is complete she needs a copy and will set up a 
members-only area. Mr. Price suggested setting it up 
so people can input their name and see if their mem-
bership is current.

PUBLICATIONS
Ms. Juday said the January print issue of the FACT 

Sheet went out, and included information that peo-
ple’s memberships had expired. She will send Mrs. 
Carrillo the current flyer, as one now on the website 
for download has the old address. The next issue is 
ready to go as soon as she has the text for the neces-
sary bylaws adjustments. The ballot to be included 
will have three parts to accommodate the uncertainty 
as to how many directors are needed. Ms. Babcock 
suggested posting several solicitations for candidates 
to the Fact discussion list. Currently, there are 15 
who are eligible and a similar number who will be if 
they renew.

QUARTERMASTER
Mr. Charles Siros noted the rent on the locker 

needs to be paid, and that there will likely be a late 
payment charge. He advised he lent appliances and 
supplies, including the projector, to InstaCon. Mrs. 
Carrillo reported she had problems and couldn’t get 
the projector to focus. Mr. Siros advised some un-
necessary items have been cleared from storage. After 
a discussion, the board recommended he email the 
regional conventions to see if they want any of the 
excess pegboard; if not, we will donate it to Habitat 
for Humanity. Another work bee will be scheduled in 
the next two months.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
ArmadilloCon 29
Ms. Burton advised the program books for advertis-

ers are packaged and ready to mail as soon as the 
invoices are prepared and the appropriate recipients 
determined.

ArmadilloCon 30
Mr. Baty reported the committee will hold a ConD-

FW party, and that they had their first meeting at 
A.T. Campbell’s. He advised they hope Mr. Miles can 
find someone willing to write a history of Armadillo-
Con. Ms. Juday noted she would be willing to do so 
provided she had a clear idea what was wanted and a 
list of appropriate people to contact.

World Fantasy Convention
Mrs. Carrillo reported she still needs to send out 

checks to some of the volunteers, and that the boxes 
with the books are still in her garage. Ms. Babcock 
estimated the committee will need about $3000 to 
cover outstanding payments but suggested the board 
place the balance of the money into an interest-bear-
ing account. It was pointed out that FACT is in dire 
need of funds, and that the investment decisions can 
be made at a later time. However, the account will 
have to remain open for a time.

Reading Group
Both reading groups met, and Ms. Burton advised 

she spoke to the manager of the Pleasant Hill Library 
and the south group meeting will be added to their 
sandwich board schedule. Several people attended 
the dinner with Maureen McHugh.

Hotel Committee
The committee will resume meeting in about six 

months to begin exploring options for the future. As 
there was some confusion regarding committee mem-
bership, Mr. Miles suggested disbanding the current 
committee and setting up a new one after the annual 
meeting. It was so moved by Mr. Tolliver, second by 
Ms. Juday. Ayes: 6; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0.
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Bylaws Committee
Mr. C. Siros advised the committee needs to con-

vene an emergency meeting to develop the terminol-
ogy regarding early adoption of the new business 
statutes for Ms. Juday to place on the ballot. At a 
future time, the committee needs to consider add-
ing language to the bylaws to sunset committees to 
ensure membership is clear.

OLD BUSINESS
1. Book Donations: Books were donated to Insta-

Con, but there are still four boxes to dispose of. Ms. 
Babcock reminded the board of her suggestion to 
donate the remainder to Literacy Austin for their an-
nual book sale. Mr. Baty advised he objects to this 
solution because the books were intended to be given 
away rather than sold, and that allowing them to be 
sold would violate that intention unless the writers 
are compensated. Ms. Cooper suggested donating 
them to prison literacy programs. After discussion, it 
was agreed the simplest solution is to give them away 
at the ConDFW party and, if any are left, Armadillo-
Con.

2. InstaCon: Mr. Tolliver reported he felt both the 
event and the breakfast FACT sponsored went well. 
The panels were useful, and he met people from 
the other organizations. Ms. Juday advised she has 
requested short reports from attendees for the FACT 
Sheet. Mr. W. Siros will submit the requests for reim-
bursements of membership fees he received.

3. Signature Cards: Ms. Moul advised that all the 
necessary identification documents have been sent 
to the bank. However, as the needed signatures may 
change after the annual meeting, completing the pro-
cess has become moot. The board agreed to refer the 
matter to the new board.

4. Austin Events Manager Vacancy: Already ad-
dressed.

5. Storage Locker Consolidation: See Quartermas-
ter’s report.

6. Domain sale: Mr. Baty reported a representative 
contacted him by phone prior to the January board 
meeting; they were “polite but condescending.” He 
suggested an offer of $25,000-$50,000 would be ap-
propriate as a starting point but has received noth-
ing further. The board opted to table the matter until 
such time as a concrete offer might be forthcoming.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Change of March Board Meeting Time: It was 

moved by Mr. C. Siros, seconded by Mr. Baty that the 
meeting time for the March board meeting be ad-
vanced to 1 p.m., with the annual meeting to follow. 
Ayes: 6; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0.

2. Alamo Request to Use FACT equipment: Karen 
Meschke formally requested use of FACT equipment 
for the Nebula Awards con suite and the credit card 
machine for gate memberships. Any leftover supplies 
will be donated to ArmadilloCon. It was moved by Mr. 
Tolliver, seconded by Ms. Burton, to grant whatever 
assistance is necessary. Ayes: 6; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0.

3. Deposit for 2008 Boat Trip: It was moved by Mr. 
Tolliver, seconded by Mr. Baty that Renee Babcock 
be authorized to place the reservation for the annual 
boat trip and pay the required deposit. Ayes: 6; Nays: 
0; Abstain: 0.

4. Closing of World Fantasy Bank Account: It was 
moved by Mr. Baty, seconded by Mr. C. Siros that 
$10,000 be transferred from the World Fantasy 
Account to the FACT account to provide operating 
funds. Ayes: 6; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0. Mrs. Carrillo 
agreed to write the check and mail it 11 February.

5. ArmadilloCon 31 Bid: Kimm Carrillo submitted 
a bid for ArmadilloCon 31 with amounts based on 
the final report for ArmadilloCon 26. She advised she 
focused as much as possible on using local guests of 
honor to save on expenses. Mr. Tolliver recommended 
the board study the presentation and give Mrs. Car-
illo time to recalculate the financials and re-submit. 
The board also needs to advise the membership that 
we are accepting bids, with a submission deadline of 
16 March to allow for consideration by the incoming 
board. Mr. Miles suggested compiling a package of 
specifications to be sent should anyone else wish to 
consider making a bid.

OTHER BUSINESS
The board requested the treasurer research alterna-

tive merchant account providers and report back.
There being no other business before the board, the 

meeting was adjourned at 3:39 p.m.
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